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THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Through Jesus Christ, we
proclaim God’s Word,

encourage one another in faith,
witness to God’s love and

serve all people.

Message from Pastor James

Our theme for the upcoming mid-
week Lenten services is “Return to
the Lord.” We do that best by 
putting on the Whole Armor of 
God – What does this mean?

The armor of God is an important
truth to understand if we are truly 
going to apply it to our life. It is 
not just for children’s coloring 
books and story times, with a cute 
soldier in armor. It is a precept 
(teaching or command), in the 
Bible, to put on the whole armor of
God. God comes to us through His 
Word and studying the book of 
Ephesians can be one of the most 
impactful ways to living with God 
and closer to your heart and mind. 
I want to share some of the things 
about the armor of God in 
Ephesians 6, and how you can put 
it on.

What Are the 6 Pieces of the 
Armor of God?

In Ephesians 6, the six pieces of 
the armor of God are:

1. Belt of truth
2. Breastplate of 

righteousness
3. Shoes – readiness of the 

Gospel of peace
4. Shield of faith
5. Helmet of salvation
6. Sword of the Spirit

Some might mention there a 7th 
piece, which is praying at all times 

in the Spirit. That is an important 
thing to do to stand against 
spiritual attack but it is not 
connected to a piece of armor like 
the others are in Ephesians 6. It is 
more accurate to say that praying 
in the Spirit is an activity that 
flows out of putting on the full 
armor of God. It is not one of the 
pieces of the armor.

Let’s look at each piece of the 
armor of God in some detail.

What Is the Belt in the Armor of 
God?

The belt of truth is the first piece 
of the armor of God that is 
mentioned in Ephesians 6. Some 
Bible scholars explain that the belt 
keeps all the pieces of the armor 
together. Other say the belt in the 
Roman armor provided support to 
the solider like a weight-lifter 
might wear a belt to reduce stress 
on his back. The main point of the 
belt is not the part of the armor 
with which it is associated. The 
point is that we need to live in 
truth.

To put on the belt of truth means to
put your full trust in God’s truth 
and in what He says. It means you 
value God’s truth more than the 
lies the Accuser (Satan) might 
whisper or shout in your ear. Will 
you believe what God says about 
you or will you believe the Devil, 
the deceiver?

Page 1

mailto:shepherd@jamesplace.net
http://www.stjohnsaustinlcms.org/
http://www.stjohnsaustinlcms.org/


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord  Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places [Ephesians 1:3]

You put on the belt of truth when you say: “I’m not trusting in the lies of the enemy. I believe all that the 
Bibles says about what Jesus did for me.” 

What Does the Breastplate of Righteousness Mean?

The breastplate of righteousness is what protects the core of your being from every spiritual attack. The 
breastplate covers what is closest to your heart. It affects whether you walk in confidence as someone who
is sure God loves them. It affects how you feel about yourself at the heart-level. You put on the 
breastplate of righteousness by trusting what God has done for you in Jesus. Righteousness, (the fact that 
you are good enough to be received by God), is a gift that is given to you not something that you can earn 
on your own.

If, because of one man’s trespass that death reigned through that one man, much more will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 
man Jesus Christ. [Romans 5:17]

You put on the breastplate of righteousness when you can say: “I don’t have to trust in my own goodness. I trust
Jesus to be righteous for me.” God accepts you and enjoys you because of Jesus.

What Does Feet Covered With the Gospel of Peace Mean?

In Ephesians 6 the armor of God includes covering for the feet. It is described as the preparation or readiness 
that comes from the Gospel of peace. As part of the armor of God it helps you stand against any spiritual attack.
It is an important piece of armor.

In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect [1 Peter 
3:15]

This means that you can always be prepared to take the message of God’s peace to the people around you. God 
has gone to the utmost to reconcile us to Himself through Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18). You are now His 
ambassador or reconciliation. You are the salt and light of the world.

What Does the Shield of Faith Mean?

The shield of faith is the part of the full armor of God (Ephesians 6) that protects you from the flaming 
darts of the enemy. Faith is an important part of your relationship with God. It is impossible to please God
without faith (Hebrews 11:6). Faith is how you start in your walk with God. Faith is how you progress in 
spiritual growth. Faith is what will help you keep standing until the end, when you stand before Jesus the 
founder and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). 

To take up the shield of faith means to put your personal trust in God in every circumstance. It means putting 
your faith in God’s power and His desire to bring it about in the world and in your life.

What Is the Helmet of Salvation in the Bible?

The helmet of salvation is part of the spiritual armor that points to the truth that God is the One who saves and 
delivers. 1 Thessalonians 5:8 also describes this piece of the whole armor of God as the helmet of hope of 
salvation.
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In Isaiah 59:17, the Lord puts on the helmet of salvation. This means He is the one who saves and delivers. The 
world is in a state of brokenness. Darkness will continue to increase until Jesus returns, but you can have a hope
in God’s salvation that will help you stand through any trouble in this life. This is the same helmet that you are 
invited to wear. It is God’s armor. God is the One who brings salvation to the world. Jesus’ very name means 
“the Lord Saves.”

The helmet of salvation brings protection to your mind and brings hope no matter what happens in this life. The 
Good News of Jesus brings real hope. The Gospel is not only that Jesus died and was buried. It is also, and 
more importantly, that He also rose again. Jesus will return again at the end of this age to bring God’s Kingdom 
fully on the earth (Revelation 21-22). You put on this helmet of salvation when you put your hope fully in God. 
Look to the One who started the work of redemption and will one day complete it.

What Is the Sword of the Spirit in the Armor of God?

Ephesians 6 concludes the list of spiritual armor with the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
Hebrews 4:12 also describes the word of God as a two-edged sword.

The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
[Hebrews 4:12]

The Word of God brings truth and freedom to the very core of your being. It is a weapon that can be used to 
destroy the crafty works of darkness. Jesus used the Word as a sword three times in Matthew 4:1-11. Jesus 
countered every temptation from the Devil with the Word. Jesus answered each temptation by saying: “It is 
written…” and quoted the Scriptures.

Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” [Matthew 4:4]

As you commit to read and obey God’s Word, you are using the sword of the Spirit. Let God bring freedom and
deliverance to your mind and to the core of your being. Use the sword of the Spirit by engaging with the Word 
of God and committing to follow all that Jesus commands.

Then… 

What Does It Mean to Pray in the Spirit on All Occasions?

To pray in the Spirit on all occasions is to engage your heart with God at the deepest level of your heart. It is not
prayer just on the surface, simply asking God for stuff. It is praying in the Spirit as an ongoing communion with
God. It is a longing to know His heart and mind. This is Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1:17-23, that God would 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation so you might know Him more.

To pray in the Spirit is prayer empowered by God’s Spirit. As He touches your spirit, you are able 
to abide in Christ. [John 15:4]

Praying in the Spirit is not mentioned as one of the 6 pieces of the full armor of God, but rather flows out of 
putting on the armor of God. After you have put on the full armor of God, it naturally follows you will be 
praying in the Spirit. Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and pray in the Spirit.
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Stand Firm

What does stand firm mean in the Bible? Ephesians 6 gives the instruction to “stand” three times: verses 11, 13 
and 14. To stand firm means to resist and overcome the schemes of the devil (Ephesians 6:11). You can stand 
firm because you have already been seated with Him (Ephesians 1-2) and are walking according to His Word 
(Ephesians 4-6).

Putting on the whole armor of God is not asking God to stop the battle. It is standing in the victory of Jesus on 
the Cross and applying it to your daily life. The Bible says there will be tensions, tribulations and even 
persecution in the days ahead before Jesus returns (Matthew 24:9-24). Keep standing firm by keeping your eyes
fixed on Jesus and His glorious leadership. He has overcome the world!

I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but 
take heart; I have overcome the world.” [John 16:33]

**************************************************************************************************

Lent/Easter

During Lent our Sunday services will look into the Lord’s Supper through Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. I 
pray these lessons re-emphasis the wonder of this Sacred Meal and the true purpose and reason for Jesus’ gift to
us. It will culminate with celebrating and enjoying this meal on Maundy Thursday, the night the mystery of the 
Passover Meal was fully revealed in the Body and Blood of Christ our Lord, given for you, for the forgiveness 
of sins.

Our Mid-week Lenten theme will be “Return to the Lord.” Each week we will explore returning to God’s Holy 
Word and rededicating ourselves to lives pleasing to God. The services will be:

02/27 What is the Sacrament of the Altar
03/02 (Wed) - Joel 2:12-19 - A Call to Return

03/06 Where is this written?
03/09 (Wed) - Matthew 26:36-46 - Return to Prayer

03/13 What is the benefit of eating and drinking?
03/16 (Wed) - John 18:1-11 - Return from Betrayal

03/20 How can this do such great things?
03/23 (Wed) - Matthew 26:57-68 - Return from False Witness

03/27 Who receives this sacrament worthily?
03/30 (Wed) - Luke 22:54-62 - Return from Denial

04/03 How to prepare for the Lord's Supper
04/06 (Wed) - John 18:28-38 - Return to the Kingdom of God

04/10 Palm Sunday/Confirmation Sunday
04/14 (Maundy Thurs) - Mark 14:12-26 - Return to the Table
04/15 (Good Fri) - John 1:1-16 - Return to Truth

04/17 (Sun 9am {Trad}) - John 19:28-37 - Return to the Church
04/17 (Sun 11am {Praise}) - Isaiah 25:6-9 - Return and See 

Lent might be a great time to get back into Bible study on Sunday mornings between the services. 
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Pastor James Office Hours

Monday 9-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday 9-11:30 a.m.

Thursday 9-11:30 a.m.

              On Tuesday Pastor James is working at home but can be reached by phone: 320-336-8149       

Together in the Word

Sunday: Adult Bible class at 10:00 a.m. Pastor James is leading discussion on the Catechism
   

 Tuesday: Women’s Bible study meets at 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s. 

        Wednesday: C.A.S.E (Children’s After School Education 4:30 p.m.
                               Youth Group 7:30 p.m.

 Thursday: Men's Bible Study- join us at 5:00 pm on Thursdays.. 

Worship Services
Sunday

9:00 a.m. Worship (Traditional)
10:00 a.m. Adult Bible study and Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship (Praise) This is a more contemporary service.

Midweek
6:30 p.m. Wednesday service (Traditional)

Men's Bible Study -Men's Bible Study - How do you answer someone when they point out a seeming bible 
contradiction? We will learn how to answer a study of those apparent contradictions in the Bible. Join us for the
answers every Thursday 5:00-6:00 pm in the Council Room.

Men's Breakfast     will be Saturday, JFebruary 19th at 7:30 a.m., at Barley's Family Restaurant. Come and enjoy 
the fellowship.  

Shoe Away Hunger 
 If you have gently used shoes you no longer need, consider placing them in the box near
the office. One pair of shoes can supply a family with seven days of essential groceries.  
Damaged shoes can no longer be accepted.

Ruby’s Pantry in Austin
700 12th Street Southwest, Austin, MN 

DAYS AND HOURS

3rd Thursday of the Month Registration begins at 4:00 PM               Food bundles available 4:00-5:30 PM
                                         goodnews@rubyspantry.org       www.rubyspantry.org
                                           Bob Rosel, Media Coordinator Ruby's Pantry Austin 
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FROGs (Faithful Retired Old Guys)

  Calling all retired guys!  Join us at the church on the first Tuesday of every month (March. 1st).  FROGs 
offers both a social component and a volunteer component.  Come the first Tuesday of each month for coffee 
and fellowship.  We will also be looking for ideas to serve, doing general maintenance or upkeep activities or 
other creative ways to serve the Lord here at St. John’s.  Volunteer to serve if you want.  If not, just come for the
fellowship.  All are welcome… just show up!

            TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER.  

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR THANKSGIVING? COMMEND IT TO THE LORD THROUGH YOUR OWN 
PRAYERS, BUT ALSO THROUGH THE LOVING SERVICE OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN. IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM YOU WOULD

LIKE INCLUDED ON THE PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM LUEHMANN AT 437-7619 OR 
Miriam.Luehmann@icloud.c  om  

Stewardship
Luke 8:11 – “The seed is the word of God.” The plant begins as a seed, and everything in the Church 
begins with the Word. “In the beginning the Word was with God…” “He saved us by the regeneration of 
water and the Word…” “The Word of the Lord stands forever.” We never outgrow our need to hear the 
Word of God. We never achieve such greatness that we don’t need the blessings of God’s Word. Rather, 
the Christian life is one of always striving to conform our lives to God’s Word and living out the truth of 
our Baptisms, for we are God’s children by the power of his Word.

Script cards are available after each Sunday service. Check out the new list of businesses available. Orders, 
with payment, must be in by the third Sunday of the month,  Sunday, March 20. The cards should be here the 
following Sunday. Place your order and check on the Scrip table or bring it to the office. These cards help the 
ministries of our congregation so consider purchasing them.

    

Reuben is a young lad perhaps 11 o12 years old, the son of Adam and Lucy Weaver. 
He is one of four children , part of an Amish family.  He is expected to obey his 
parents and help with all kinds of chores.  Daydreams of horses, especially a sleek 
black one, keeps him preoccupied often.   Friends are also an important part of a 
young boys life, but having one who is always thinking up questionable  dares can 
lead you on a path of disobedience.   

       The book covers, at least in part, four years of Reuben's life.  Read how he matures in his decision making 
skills.  I think young teens in particular will identify and enjoy reading about Reuben's life happenings.

     You will find the book, Reuben,      in our church library or the book shelf  in the west entry.   It is written by 
Mary Christner Borntrager.             

LWML NEWS

Thank you to all who worked cleaning and organizing the storage room and the kitchen. Both
were in need of a good going over and they look great. Special thanks to Stacey Rupe for 
taking care of the floor. It just shines. Now we all have to make a special effort to keep it as 
nice as it is. 

> You have heard that St. John’s is celebrating 100 years the end of May. We hope to plan some special things 
for this. Stay tuned. God bless us as we turn our hearts to Lent and all our Lord suffered for us. Sandy Grant      
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Radio Ministry
Dear members of St. Johns and Friends, 
We pray you are all staying warm and well as we venture through this cold and snowy 
winter and this global pandemic!
Thank you to all who have supported the Radio Broadcast and continue to support it. God
is faithful in providing us with sponsors of the radio broadcast as we have needs. We 
have several openings in the next few month we pray for your continued support of 
this most important ministry.  We are thankful to be able to continue this ministry 
because of the support of our members, friends, and listeners.  If you would like to make 
a donation to St. Johns Radio Broadcast you can mail your donation to St. John’s or to 
our home, The Petersen’s 2805 5th AVE SW, Austin, MN 55912.  The weekly fee is 
$150.00 you can donate the total amount or any part of the amount please make checks 
payable to St. John’s radio Broadcast.
March sponsors are as follows:
March 6, 2022 Sponsored by Kim and Sue Downey in memory of Sue’s parents Darrell 
and Grace Stacy.
March 13, 2022 In loving memory of Bob and Alvina Barclay. They are forever in our 
hearts and prayers.  Given by their Children, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren.
March 20, 2022 Given by Rosalie Seltz in memory of her husband Dick Seltz and their 
parents Rev. and Mrs. Paul Seltz and Mr. and Mrs. Willard Critchfield.
March 27, 2022 Sponsored in memory of Joanne Rasmussen by her husband Stan and 
family and friends.
You can listen to the radio broadcast live on KAUS Radio Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
God’s blessing to all of you,
Clayton and Ellen Petersen

      

Sunday School Scoop

Sunday school has continued to meet with anywhere from 5 to 11 children in attendance.  The ages range from 
preschool to fifth grade.  We meet in a whole group setting due to the lower numbers in attendance.  We are 
following the study of the catechism in our lessons using the curriculum prepared by Pastor Groleau.  We also 
made Valentines for the shut-ins during the month of February.  We welcome any children wishing to have some
fun while learning about God’s love to join us.
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March Birthdays
01 John Schleicher
02 Rachel Sippel
05 Jerry Anderson
05 Maxine Bracken
06 Lyncoln

 Wradislavsky
07 Berhane Bekele
07 Bontu Kewatt
11 Jane Ruhnke
12 Amilia Auringer
13 Midge Priester
14 Angela Grant
15 Pam Reistad
17 Randi Lynn Strouf
18 Sue Wollenburg
20 Dave Watkins
22 Alex Thorson
23 Eric Zoske
24 Danielle Maas
24 Barb McAlister
25 Ron Prigge
26 Nathan Graff
27 Derek Prantner
30 Lois Auringer
31 Jeane Ogilla

Anniversaries
15 Larry & Pam Waters
25 Butch & Helen
          Grabau
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• Proposed name survey coming out soon

• Scheduled to be completed before
   summer 2022

• The new conference center, lobby and 9
   of the 25 guest rooms are currently
   under construction

• Each bedroom consists of a “hotel” style
   feel with two double beds, full bathroom
   with shower, toilet and sink and it’s own
   heating/cooling units

• The new 200 person conference room will



 At   last week's meeting of the Sudanese Ministry Steering Committee the   
need for a new electric piano was discussed. The piano that is needed 
costs $2000.00. It was decided to challenge the Sudanese people to come 
up with half the cost of the piano and to challenge the congregations of 
the Faribault and Austin circuits to come up with the other half of the 
money. If you would also include the following blurb about this project in 
your newsletters and bulletins, we would appreciate it.

PIANO CHALLENGE - The Sudanese congregations that meet 
in Faribault and Austin are in need of a new piano for their 
worship services. The cost of the piano is $2000.00. The 
Sudanese people have agreed to raise half the funds needed
for the piano and are asking the congregations of the 
Faribault and Austin circuits to raise the other half. If you 
would like to donate to this project, please send your 

donation marked "Piano Challenge" to Trinity Lutheran Church, 530 4th Street NW, Faribault, 
MN  55021. Thank you for your support.

Pastor Gatluk Reat took a last-minute trip to Africa. He left January 12 and ed return February 9. The trip came
up when he was asked to go to Ethiopia to help deal with the conflicts that have occurred in the church in 
Gambella which have caused many people to leave the church there. Bishop Peter Abia, bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of South-Sudan/Sudan, asked the Sudanese Mission Society of the United States 
to send two people to help resolve the conflicts. The Sudanese Mission Society decided to send Pastor Reat 
and Peter Wichieng from Fort Worth, Texas. Please pray that Pastor Reat’s trip to Ethiopia will be successful in 
resolving the conflicts in Gambella. While there he will also be participating in the ordination of four new 
Lutheran pastors and the Baptism of an 80-year-old woman. Praise the Lord!

One of the worst massacres that took place in recent history is one that most people have never heard of. On 
December 15, 2013, just 10 days before Christmas, the ruler of South Sudan ordered a massacre of 20,000 
Ethnic Nuer (these are the Sudanese refugees that worship here at St. John’s) in three days. Those whose lives 
were destroyed in a cruel and tragic way were unarmed children, women, mothers, fathers, disabled and 
elderly.

The pain caused by this massacre cut deep into the hearts of many South Sudanese and the marks of its 
trauma remain visible over eight years later. Its effects also impact the Nuer people who live in other nations 
around the world, including the US.

Ethnic Nuers around the world continue to commemorate this great tragedy on December 15th. Jesus came to
this world to reconcile fallen humanity to His Father and to forgive our sins. Jesus says in the Gospel of 
Matthew, “If you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly father will also forgive you” 
(Mathew 6:14). We do forgive those who were responsible for this horrible event but we will never forget the 
pain and hurt from what happened.

If you would like to learn more about the massacre or anything else about the ministry to the Sudanese people
in Southern Minnesota, please contact  Pastor Reat.

The website for Sudanese ministry in Southern Minnesota is: SudaneseMinistrySouthernMN.com and Pastor 
Reat’s phone number is 651-399-3959.
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Social Issues of Today -       Human Trafficking  

What is human trafficking?
Human trafficking, which recently became the world’s third-largest criminal enterprise, is a form of modern-
day slavery. The United Nations estimates that over 20 million people are missing due to human trafficking.

The U.S. Department of Justice estimates that between 14,000 and 17,000 people are trafficked every year into 
the United States.

Human traffickers use force, fraud or coercion to lure vulnerable people into slavery. Despite myths in popular 
culture, traffickers are often people who know the victim: a family member, close friend or significant other.

By exploiting vulnerability, human trafficking has created an estimated $32 billion global profit that continues 
to grow larger every day. 

Types of human trafficking
While exploitation can take many forms, human trafficking is usually found in industries that demand cheap 
human labor. This can include agricultural industries such as farming; hospitality services such as hotels, 
restaurants, and beauty parlors; or the commercial sex industry.

Demand for cheap labor has driven human trafficking to a horrific size. Traffickers often manipulate 
immigrants by stealing their legal documents, trapping them in a cycle of forced labor.

They seek out at-risk children in foster care or isolated home environments, the economically vulnerable, 
refugees or immigrants, the homeless and others susceptible to poverty and manipulation.

They fraudulently promise well-paying jobs, or simply love and a fresh start, before exploiting their victims for 
commercial gain.

The effects of human trafficking 
Most people who fall into trafficking fear law enforcement because their traffickers threaten them with 
deportation or imprisonment. This makes human trafficking an invisible crime that is vastly under-reported.
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People who escape human trafficking often suffer from malnourishment, drug addiction, physical abuse and 
psychological trauma.
Children who are trafficked are at risk for higher rates of depression, poverty and suicide.
Because of its invisible nature, shelters dedicated to victims of human trafficking are sparse and usually don’t 
have the resources necessary for the guaranteed safety and recovery of survivors.

Identify, Understand and Intervene
Education is the most widely accessible way to put an end to human trafficking. Everyone needs to be equipped 
with ways to identify, understand, and intervene in instances of human trafficking.

* Identify: Use the resources below to identify your “slavery footprint.” Our spending habits often contribute 
to the global market of human trafficking through forced labor.

Identify the signs of human trafficking by opening your eyes to vulnerable populations in your community. If 
you see a child who appears homeless or wandering without an adult, contact law enforcement or a safety 
officer.

* Understand: Every individual that falls into human trafficking is made in the image of God. Understand that
there is no demographic that is more “likely” to become a victim of trafficking.

Human traffickers are able to exploit weakness and longing for love and appreciation just as easily as they 
exploit financial struggles. Read and pray for the empowerment of victims of human trafficking, and let their 
input lead awareness campaigns to end slavery.

* Intervene: Put the Human Trafficking Hotline phone number — 888-373-7888 — into your cell phone. 
Send a text message if you notice suspicious activity.

If you see unsupervised children hanging around certain areas of your local shopping center or other 
community gathering place consistently every day when they ought to be in school, report it to a safety 
officer.

If you see someone in your congregation who seems isolated from the rest of their his peers, form a 
connection with them. Never try to confront someone you believe is a trafficker or a human trafficking victim
on your own, as that can endanger both your safety and the safety of the victim.

Always cooperate with law enforcement.
Taken from LCMS website
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
February 8, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Dick Heuton in the absence of President Dale Siegfreid.

MEMBERS PRESENT;  Doraine Graff, Dick Heuton, Marsha Jensen, Richard Kiehne, Ruth Oelkers, Pastor 
James, Harold Rohne, Virginia Rohne, Patty Shatek, Sharry Watkins    

OPENING PRAYER:  Pastor James led a Bible study on selected verses in Ephesians & prayer.  
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Richard Kiehne moved to accept the Secretary’s Report of 1-1102011.  S/P  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Net Operating Loss:  ($2,308.87).  Net Increase Designated Assets:  $305.75.
Net Income Loss:  ($2,003.12).  Figures as of January 31, 2022.  Marsha Jensen moved to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report of 1-31-2022.  S/P    

ELDERS’ REPORT:  by Pastor James.  Elder Report 02-07-22 written by Thad.
Pastor James, Dave Watkins, Richard Kiehne and Thad Kusick were in attendance February 07th at 6:30.
We started the meeting with a Portal of Prayer Devotion and a then a Bible Study from Lutheran Witness.

We discussed conversations with members.
Discussion around the attendance of the Sunday Bible Study of the Small Catechism. Calls went out to
Leaders of the Boards.
We continued conversations around the AoR report.
Official Act to accept the transfer of Membership to St John’s for Pauline Field from Trinity Lutheran
Church of Osage IA.   

Ruth moved to accept the transfer of membership to St. John’s for Pauline Field from Trinity
Lutheran Church, Osage IA.  S/P

TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  by Marsha Jensen.  Trustees met on Feb. 1, 2022.  We are ordering a new church 
sign by McDonalds as the old one disappeared after a storm.  A water valve on the heater in DCE room is out, 
& we are ordering a new one.  (It has been installed.)  We ordered a limestone filter for the boiler room for
condensation.  New toilet paper dispensers have been installed to replace the old rusty ones in all of the 
bathrooms.    

BOARD OF EDUCATION and YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  by Patty Shatek.  Education Board/Youth 
and Family Board – Minutes by Lori Siegfreid
Wednesday, February 2 nd, 2022, 5:00 p.m.

Present: Patty Shatek, Jodi VanPelt, Lori Siegfreid
Opening Devotion: We went through the 7 th Petition Bible study.
Business: Sunday school update – there have been approximately 10 children in
attendance. We have been following along with the study of the catechism.
CASE – is on hold at the moment due to COVID.

Confirmation – is being planned for Palm Sunday, April 10 th. The two
confirmands are Sydney Rupe and Aiden Grant. We will be presenting the confirmands with gifts.
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Clean up – the desk in the former office of Troy Miller has been emptied
out and the board has been asked to go through the two tubs of
information. We started on this task at this meeting and will hopefully complete it next month.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 2 nd at 7:30 p.m. This is Ash Wednesday so we will
plan on meeting immediately following the church service.  

STEWARDSHIP;  by Harold Rohne. The Stewardship board met February 2, 2022 at 6:30 PM, members 
present were Lee Grant,
Harold Rohne and Wayne Strouf. Also, in attendance was Richard Kiehne.
We discussed the order for collection envelopes for the year of 2023. We increased the order
from 110 to 130, because this year we don’t have extra for the coming confirmands or for new
members.
We met with Richard Kiehne about the Luren Singers from Decorah, Iowa. Richard would like
them to come for a fundraiser to raise money for the organ. We decided to turn the decision
over to the church council.
We decided the schedule for the selling of script & discussed putting the script sales money in a lock box if the 
tellers are not counting on that Sunday.  Minutes by Wayne Strouf & Harold Rohne.                                    

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  by Sharry Watkins.  The Social Ministry Board met on Feb. 7 with 4 members present.
We opened with the 7th Petition Bible study that Pastor had provided for us.  We then discussed the start of 
Lenten services & whether we would be preparing a meal this year.  We did plan a menu in case we serve on 
Ash Wednesday. 
There will be another Food Drive for the Salvation Army in March, & we will get bags from HyVee again.
We will be taking Easter lilies to the shut-ins prior to Easter.  Sandy Grant will be checking to see if the Sunday 
school kids can make some cards to go with them.
We talked about Confirmation, & Sandy will also look into ordering sashes for the gowns.
We then wrote on Valentine cards for the shut-ins, & addressed cards for the February birthdays.
Our next meeting will be March l.  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   

EVANGELISM:  by Ruth Oelkers.  We did not meet in February but was just told that the congregational 
birthday party will be February 27. We will re-invite our newest members to the party.

We will pay for 1/2 of $104 plus tax for the sign that was lost on 14th street with the trustees.
We will review the devotion that the Elders supplied.

PASTOR’S REPORT:  The “Year with the Catechism” (YwtC) series continues. Our average weekly church 
attendance has
dropped a bit across the three services probably due to the increase in COVID cases. Sunday
morning Bible study has also dropped a bit. As Lent approaches and we remember the reason for the
Church and our reason for belonging,  I would like to ask for a new dedication to getting back into
God’s Word.
Youth
CASE was put on hold for a week. We will be restarting February 16. Austin schools report a large
drop in positive COVID cases. We have not yet rescheduled the YMCA swimming event.
Confirmation continues to meet in person. We remain on track to hold Confirmation Sunday on April
10, Palm Sunday. Those being confirmed will be able to enjoy Holy Communion with their families on
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Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday.
Lent/Easter
During Lent our Sunday services will look into the Lord’s Supper through Martin Luther’s Small
Catechism. I pray these lessons re-emphasis the wonder of this Sacred Meal and the true purpose
and reason for Jesus’ gift to us. It will culminate with celebrating and enjoying this meal on Maundy
Thursday the night the mystery of the Passover Meal was fully revealed in the Body and Blood of
Christ our Lord, given for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Our Mid-week Lenten theme will be “Return to the Lord.” Each week we will explore returning to
God’s Holy Word and rededicating ourselves to lives pleasing to God. The services will be:
03/02 (Wed) - Joel 2:12-19 - A Call to Return
03/09 (Wed) - Matthew 26:36-46 - Return to Prayer
03/16 (Wed) - John 18:1-11 - Return from Betrayal
03/23 (Wed) - Matthew 26:57-68 - Return from False Witness
03/30 (Wed) - Luke 22:54-62 - Return from Denial
04/06 (Wed) - John 18:28-38 - Return to the Kingdom of God
04/14 (Maundy Thurs) - Mark 14:12-26 - Return to the Table
04/15 (Good Fri) - John 1:1-16 - Return to Truth
04/17 (Sun 9am {Trad}) - John 19:28-37 - Return to the Church
04/17 (Sun 11am {Praise}) - Isaiah 25:6-9 - Return and See

OLD BUSINESS:  Pastor & Thad Kusick as lay delegate will attend the MN South District Convention to be 
held June 9-ll.  Marsha Jensen made a motion to allow Dick Heuton to sign the delegates form in place of 
President Dale Siegfreid, as Dale is not available.  S/P 

NEW BUSINESS:  Richard Kiehne presented a proposal for inviting the Luren Singing Society from Decorah, 
Iowa to give a benefit concert at our church on April 24 to raise funds for refurbishing our pipe organ.  Ruth 
moved to invite the Luren Singing Society to give a benefit concert here if one or two people can be found to 
chair this event by Feb. 20th.  S/P

ADJOURNMENT:  Richard made a motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  S/P  

CLOSING PRAYER:  The Lord’s Prayer
  

Respectfully submitted:  Doraine Graff, Council Secretary
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St. John's Lutheran Church Financial Recap
January 1, 2022 through January 31, 2022

Undesignated Assets Balance 1/1/22      Activity     Balance 1/31/2022      Notes     
Cash $419,303.22 ($6,021.17) $413,282.05 Undesignated Assets
Prepaids/Other Assets 12,030.35 2,890.95 14,921.30 represent the funds
Buildings & Land 2,827,692.00 0.00 2,827,692.00 available for general
Liabilities (3,789.78) 821.35 (2,968.43) operating purposes.

Net Operating Income (Loss) ($2,308.87)  

Designated Assets
Building Fund 119,639.14 305.75 119,944.89 Designated Assets
Needy Family Fund 1,167.08 0.00 1,167.08 represent all of the
Women's Ministry Fund 1,923.46 0.00 1,923.46 various funds that 
Musical Equipment Fund 283.68 0.00 283.68 for the designated
Library Books Fund 409.17 0.00 409.17 purpose.
Choir Robes Fund 3,111.00 0.00 3,111.00 
Memorial Fund 18,989.21 0.00 18,989.21 
Praise Band Fund 3,135.40 0.00 3,135.40 
Youth Fund 10,730.30 0.00 10,730.30 
Sumner School Fund 4,288.33 0.00 4,288.33 
undesignated 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Endowment Fund 45,158.31 0.00 45,158.31 

208,835.08 209,140.83 
Increase (Decrease) in Designated Assets $305.75 
Net Income (Loss) ($2,003.12)
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