
Lesson 51
Achan Disobeys

Opening Prayer:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Dear Lord, You teach it is better to give than to receive. Give to us giving hearts and teach 
us to enjoy the gifts You give. Help us to celebrate the blessings You give to others and not 
covet what they have. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Memory Work:

Bible Verse

The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! What are you doing bowing on the ground? Israel has 
sinned. They have ignored the requirements  that I have placed on them. They have taken 
what I claimed for myself and put it among their own goods. They have not only stolen, but 
they have also lied. (Joshua 7:10-11)

Catechism: 

The Seventh Commandment: 

You shall not steal.
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get
them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.

Focus:

God teaches us to be thankful for what He has given to us. To steel is, in reality, telling God 
His blessings are not enough. If we are to love our neighbor as our self we should help our 
neighbor keep the blessings God has given to him and celebrate with him for what he has 
been given.
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Lesson: Joshua 7:1-26

[After the city of Jericho fell the people were commanded to take
nothing of the treasure of that city. Everything was to be burned or put
into the Temple treasury…]

But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for
Achan {AY-k-en} the son of Carmi {CAR-my},…, of the tribe of Judah,
took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the LORD burned
against the people of Israel.

Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai {AY-eye}, … east of Bethel,
and said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up
and spied out Ai. 

And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people
go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do
not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” 

So about three thousand men went up there from the people. 
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And they fled before the men of Ai, and
the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of
their men and chased them… and struck
them [down]. And the hearts of the people
melted and became as water.

Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the
ark of the LORD until the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they
put dust on their heads. 

And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord GOD, why have you brought this people
over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites {AM-oh-
rights}, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond
the Jordan! O Lord, what can I say, when Israel has turned their backs
before their enemies! For the Canaanites {CAIN-an-eye-ts} and all the
inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our
name from the earth. And what will you do for your great name?”

The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face?
Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that I
commanded them. They have taken some of the devoted things; they
have stolen and lied, and put it among their own belongings. Therefore
the people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their
backs before their enemies, because they have become devoted for
destruction [along with the things they have taken]. I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the 
devoted things from among you. 
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“Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, 
God of Israel, “There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies 
until you take away the devoted things from among you. In the morning therefore you shall be brought 
near by your tribes… then by clans… then by households… then man by man. And he who is taken 
with the devoted things shall be [destroyed], he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the 
covenant of the LORD, and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’”

So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by
tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 

And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites 
{ZER-ah-hites} was taken. 

And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites man by man, and Zabdi
{ZAB-dee} was taken. 

And he brought near his household man by man, and Achan {AY-k-en} 
the son of Carmi {CAR-my},… of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 

Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD God of
Israel and give praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do
not hide it from me.” 

And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the LORD

God of Israel, and this is what I did: when I saw among the spoil a
beautiful cloak,,,, and 200 [pieces] of silver, and a bar of gold…, then
I coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the ground
inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”
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So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it
was hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. And they took
them out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people
of Israel. And they laid them down before the LORD. 

And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan… and the silver and
the cloak and the bar of gold, and… all that he had. And they
brought them up to the Valley of Achor.

And Joshua said, “Why did you
bring trouble on us? The LORD

brings trouble on you today.” 

And all Israel stoned him with
stones… They raised over him a
great heap of stones… 

Then the LORD turned from his burning anger… 
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Review:

• Joshua sent some of the men to Ai to do what? To spy on it. 

• What was their report when they got back? They said that there weren’t very many people 
who lived in Ai and that they only needed to send 3,000 fighting men. 

• What happened when they went to fight Ai? They were defeated and 36 men were killed. 
They had to run away. 

• How did Joshua respond to this news? He tore his clothes and fell face down before the ark 
of the covenant. 

• What did he say to the Lord? Why did you bring us across the Jordan to destroy us? The other
people will find out about it, and then they’ll come and destroy us and Your reputation too. 

• Have you ever heard people say something like that? Yes. I’ve heard people say, “Why does 
God allow something like that to happen?” 

• How does God answer Joshua’s question? Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 
Israel has sinned by taking some of the devoted things… You need to destroy those things or I 
won’t be with you anymore. 

• Who sinned? God or Achen? Achen did. 

• Is it God’s fault when bad things happen? No. It’s because of sin. We should look at 
ourselves, not point a finger at God. Use trials to learn. 

• In the morning Joshua was to do what? Have the people come tribe by tribe until they found 
out who committed the sin. 

• Who ended up being the guilty one? Achan 

• What does he tell Joshua? I saw a robe, two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold. I 
wanted them, and I took them. They are buried in my tent. 

• Do you remember what God told the people about what to do with the things inside the 
city of Jericho? They were supposed to take the gold, silver, bronze and iron and put it in the 
temple treasury. The rest was to be destroyed. 

• What two commandments did Achan break? Thou shall not covet, and thou shall not steal 

• Do you think that Achan had enjoyed the things that he took? No. He knew that if he wore 
the robe, everyone would know that that was taken from Jericho. Everyone would know, also, if
he tried to use the coins or the gold. So, once he had them, he didn’t know what to do with 
them. The only thing that he could do was hide them. 

• Have you ever done something like that? (Let the children share if they want to, but don’t 
pressure them, and go on.) 

• Instead of making you feel happy, sin makes you fell bad, doesn’t it?

• Achan thought that he could hide his sin, but who knew about it all along? God did. 

• Can you hide your sins from God? No.

• What should we do if we sin? Repent, which means to apologize or say “sorry.”

• Will God forgive you? Always YES!!
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Closing Prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Dear Lord, God of Heaven and Earth, praise Your holy name, for You are merciful 
and abounding in unending love. Lord teach us, each day, to praise You for Your all 
You give to us. Teach us to see how we share Your blessings with others. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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