
A Year with the Catechism
The Second Commandment

Old Testament: Exodus 3:1-6,10-15
Epistle Reading: 1 John 3:1-10
Gospel Reading: John 8:31-47

Sermon Text: Exodus 20:7
Sermon Title: The Second Commandment

Introit: Psalm 145:2-7; Antiphon Psalm 145:1

Hymns:
   LSB 579 – The Law of God Is Good and Wise
   LSB 581 – These are the Holy Ten Commands 

(v. 1, 3, 11-12)
   LSB 655 – Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
   LSB 849 – Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
   LSB 865 – Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain

Liturgy:                                              
Divine Service III, p. 184

Songs:
   Lord I Lift Your Name on High
   Raise A Hallelujah
   El Shaddai - Amy Grant
   Good God Almighty - Crowder 

Liturgy:
Creative Worship 



COLLECT PRAYER 
P: Lord God, Your almighty power is made known to us. As such we revere and honor Your 

name as holy on our lips. Teach us ever to speak Your name only with respect and purity, as 
we remember Your mighty deeds that brought us salvation. This we pray through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives, and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. (???)

C: Amen.

As we Gather
If it be asked: How do you understand the Second Commandment, or what is meant by taking in 
vain, or misusing God's name? answer briefly thus: It is misusing God's name when we call upon
the Lord God, no matter in what way, for purposes of falsehood or wrong of any kind. Therefore 
this commandment enjoins this much, that God's name must not be appealed to falsely, or taken 
upon the lips, while the heart knows well enough, or should know, differently; as among those 
who take oaths in court, where one side lies against the other. For God's name cannot be misused
worse than for the support of falsehood and deceit. Let this remain the exact German and 
simplest meaning of this commandment. [Luther’s Large Catechism]

Children’s Sermon
Theme

God hears and answers our prayers.

Object
None needed

Scripture
So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and thrown into the den of lions. The

king said to him, "May your God, whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you." Daniel 6:16 (NLT)

There once was a young man named Daniel who faithfully prayed to God — morning, noon,
and night. Daniel found favor in the eyes of Darius who was ruler over the kingdom of Babylon. 
Because of Daniel's great ability, the king made plans to put him in charge of the entire empire.

The other high officers that the king appointed were jealous of Daniel and began to try to 
find fault with the way that he was handling the government affairs. Unfortunately, they could 
never find any fault with Daniel because he was faithful, responsible, and trustworthy in 
performing his duties. They finally decided that their only chance of accusing Daniel of any 
wrong-doing was because of his faith in God.

The other officials went to the king and said, "Long live King Darius! We all agree that you 
should make a law that for the next thirty days any person who prays to anyone except to you 
will be thrown into a den of lions." So Darius did as they asked, he wrote the law and signed it.

The other officials knew that Daniel faithfully prayed to God. Daniel heard about the new 
law, but he continued to pray three times a day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his 
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God. The jealous officials went to Daniel's house and there they found him praying and asking 
for God's help. They immediately went to the king and reminded him of the law he had signed. 
The king was very sad because he was very fond of Daniel. He tried to find a way to spare 
Daniel, but the law could not be changed so the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and 
thrown into the den of lions. As the king put Daniel in the den, he said to him, "May your God 
rescue you." Then a stone was brought and placed over the entrance to the lion's den.

It was very dark in the lion's den. Daniel knelt and began to pray for God to protect him. The
next morning, the king got up and hurried to the lion's den. When he got there, he called out, 
"Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom you serve so faithfully, able to rescue 
you from the lions?"

Daniel answered, " My God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not 
hurt me."

The king was overjoyed and ordered that Daniel be released from the den. There was not a 
scratch on him because he had trusted in his God to protect him.

Then King Darius sent this message to the people of every race and nation and language 
throughout the world: "I decree that everyone throughout my kingdom should tremble with fear 
before the God of Daniel. For he is the living God, and he will endure forever. His kingdom will 
never be destroyed, and his rule will never end. He rescues and saves his people; he performs 
miraculous signs and wonders in the heavens and on earth. He has rescued Daniel from the 
power of the lions."

Heavenly Father, we may not face the same kind of lions in our life that Daniel did, but we 
do face many problems which we need your help in overcoming. Help us to be faithful in prayer 
and in obeying what you have commanded us to do. We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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