
A Year with the Catechism
The First Commandment

Old Testament: Psalm 115
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-6
Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:1-2, 8-11

Sermon Title: The First Commandment

Introit: Psalm 62:1-2, 11-12; Antiphon 62:8

Hymns:
   LSB 940 – Holy God, We Praise Thy Name
   LSB 581 – These are the Holy Ten Commands 

(v. 1-2, 11-12)
   LSB 953 – We All Believe in One True God

Liturgy:
Divine Service I, p. 151

Songs:
   Holy is the Lord 
   Good Good Father - Chris Tomlin
   Father I Adore You
   How Great Is Our God - Chris Tomlin

Liturgy:
Creative Worship 



Collect Prayer 
P: Eternal God, You counsel us to not be anxious about earthly things. Keep alive in us a 

proper yearning for those heavenly treasures awaiting all who trust in Your mercy, that we 
may daily rejoice in Your salvation, and serve You with constant devotion. This we pray 
though Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who live and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. (A61)

C: Amen.

As we Gather
It is the intent of this commandment to require true faith and trust of the heart which settles upon 
the only true God, and clings to Him alone. That is as much as to say: “See to it that you let Me 
alone be your God, and never seek another,” Whatever you lack of good things, expect it of Me, 
and look to Me for it, and whenever you suffer misfortune and distress, creep and cling to Me. I, 
yes, I, will give you enough and help you out of every need; only let not your heart cleave to or 
rest in any other. [Luther's Large Catechism]

Children’s Sermon

Theme
God will stand with us when we stand for him.

Object
Play "The Bible Says" game.

Scripture
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and 

he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” Daniel 
3: 17-18 (NIV)

I am sure that everyone here knows how to play the "Simon Says" game. Today we are 
going to change that up a bit and play "The Bible Says" game. If the Bible says to do something, 
then you do it. But if the Bible doesn't say to do it, you don't do it. Are you ready?

• The Bible says, "Lift your hands in praise to God." (Raise your hands. FREE 
• The Bible says, "Sing praise to God." (Sing a little bit of a praise song.)
• Bow down and worship idols. (Bow down on your knees.)
I am so glad that I wasn't able to trick any of you into bowing down to worship an idol. You 

knew that in the ten commandments, the Bible tells us that we should worship God alone.
Have any of you ever heard the story about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?
Today's lesson is about a king named Nebuchadnezzar and three men with the funny-

sounding names of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
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https://web.sermons4kids.com/free-video-do-what-it-says/


The King had made a gold statue that was ninety feet tall and nine feet wide. He had one of 
his men go out and tell the people, "Listen to the King's command! When you hear the sound of 
the musical instruments, bow to the ground and worship the King's gold statue. Anyone who 
refuses to obey will be thrown into a blazing furnace."

So, at the sound of the music, all the people bowed down and worshipped the gold statue. 
Everyone except three young Jewish men — Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. When the king 
heard about that, he was very angry and had the three brought to him.

The king asked them. "Is it true that you have refused to worship the gold statue that I have 
set up? If so, I will give you one more chance and if you still refuse, I will throw you into a 
blazing hot furnace."

Do you know what the three men said to the King?
They answered, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you. If we 

are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us 
from your power. But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you that we will never serve
your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.”

Nebuchadnezzar became furious and told his servants to tie the three up and throw them into
the furnace.

Do you know what happened next?
When the King went back to check on Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, he saw four men 

walking around in the fire unharmed.
Who was that fourth that Nebuchadnezzar saw?
You are right! God was with them in the fire! Nebuchadnezzar released the three men and 

was amazed that they didn't even smell like smoke! He said to all the people, "Praise to the God 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. No other god can save people this way."

The three men chose to follow God even though they knew it meant they could be hurt or 
killed. They were not sure God would choose to save their lives, but they knew they had to do 
what was right regardless of the outcome. Only God could save Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego from the fire and Jesus is the only one who can save us from our sins. His sacrifice on 
the cross provided the way for us to be saved and have eternal life.

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, give us the courage to do the right thing even when it isn't easy. We know 

that our hope is in Jesus alone. We put our trust in him, and in his name we pray. Amen.
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