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Through Jesus Christ, we
proclaim God’s Word,

encourage one another in faith,
witness to God’s love and

serve all people.

 Message from Pastor James

I wanted to take a pause in the 
series that’s been in the newsletters
to talk about something else. We 
have called in a group called 
Ambassadors of Reconciliation to 
help us through some things, and 
although there has been much 
activity, much of that is done 
quietly. That has prompted some 
questions about what is being 
done. So I thought I’d answer that. 
The short answer is: hours of 
conversations. 

Those conversations are about 
healing though confession and 
absolution. Admitting our own 
faults and forgiving the faults of 
others. As I explained in my April 
11 sermon that is the foundation 
upon which the Holy Christian 
Faith and the Holy Christian 
Church is built. Without 
confession and absolution there is 
no, and can be no, Church.

In those hours of conversations 
what do we talk about? Mostly we 
talk about “The Seven Marks of 
the Church.” What are those? I’m 
glad you asked!

You would be amazed at how 
many questions we have today, 
about faith and being a Christian, 
that are answer in our Confessions 
contained in the Book of Concord. 
Many of the problems the Church 
faces today are similar in many 
ways to the problems it faced 500 
years ago, at the time of the 
Reformation. 

The Marks of the Church are:
    1. The Word of God
    2. Holy Baptism
    3. Holy Communion

    4. The Office of the Keys
    5. Called Ministers of the Word
    6. Public prayer and 
thanksgiving to God
    7. Bearing the Cross of Christ

Ambassadors of Reconciliation 
brought us these things through a 
study on Luther’s Small 
Catechism. Many of us went 
through that. That little book 
remains profoundly relevant to life 
in the world today. As we explore 
what it means to truly be a 
Christian in this modern world the 
“Marks of the Church” also sum it 
up. What follows will help you 
understand what a church is, and 
what a church is not, by defining 
how to recognize Jesus’ Church. 

1. The Word

Martin Luther wrote, “First, the 
holy Christian people are 
recognized by their possession of 
the Holy Word of God.” 

Martin Luther always returned to 
the foundational importance of the 
Scriptures and the Gospel in his 
approach to nearly everything. The
Church must have and cherish the 
revelation of God. He wrote, 
“Even if there were no other mark 
than this alone, it would still 
suffice to prove that a Christian, 
holy people must exist there, for 
God’s Word cannot be without 
God’s people, and conversely, 
God’s people cannot be without 
God’s Word.” 

Making God’s Word part of our 
everyday life brings our life more 
in line with God’s will as His 
Word has its affect on us. In all 
matters we should always turn to 
in the Church. Where God’s Word 
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is absent so is:  God’s will, God’s ways, and God’s work. Everything in the Church must be bathed in the Holy 
Sacred Scriptures. This is a precious treasure of the Church and should be held in high regard.

2. Holy Baptism

Luther wrote, “Second, God’s people, or the Christian holy people, are recognized by the Holy Sacrament of 
Baptism, wherever it is taught, believed and administered correctly according to Christ’s command.” 

The Church possesses and administers the Sacrament of Holy Baptism as taught in the Bible. This is a visible 
expression of the saving Gospel. As Baptized people of God we are God’s children, and we should see each 
other though the eyes of Jesus. 

Matthew 9:36-38 reads: “When Jesus saw the crowds, He had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.”

He had compassion on them. Each of us is sinful, meaning full of sin. Romans 3:23 teaches us, “All have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.” So no one has a right to brag. No one is pure. As much as we should all see 
each other as broken sinners, we should also see each other as marked as one redeemed by Christ, as children of
God. This is a precious treasure of the Church and should be held in high regard.

3. The Lord’s Supper

Luther wrote, “Third, God’s people, or Christian holy people, are recognized by the Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar, wherever it is rightly administered, believed and received, according to Christ’s institution. This too is a 
public sign and a precious, holy possession left to us by Christ through which His people are sanctified so that 
they also exercise themselves in faith and openly confess that they are Christian, just as they do with the Word 
and Baptism.”

This is another public sign of the saving Gospel and a precious, holy possession. By it Christians are made holy.
Here in this Sacrament we come into physical contact with our risen Lord. As such we should be prompted to 
conduct ourselves as Christians. Our daily lives should reflect our status as people marked by God in Holy 
Baptism and touched by God in Holy Communion. This is a precious treasure of the Church and should be held 
in high regard.

4. The Office of the Keys

Luther wrote, “Fourth, God’s people or holy Christians are recognized by the Office of the Keys exercised 
publicly. That is, as Christ decrees in Matthew 18:15-20, if a Christian sins, he should be reproved; and if he 
does not mend his ways, he should be bound in his sin and cast out. If he does mend his ways, he should be 
absolved. That is the office of the keys.” 

That might sound harsh. Especially to our “culturally tolerant” ears. Our  society teaches we should tolerate 
everyone. I think society is wrong. Jesus never taught we should tolerate everyone. Our society would like us to 
think tolerance is love, but it is not. I can show that to you in two statements. Pick the one you would like to 
hear: “I tolerate you.” or “I love you.” Tolerance is not love. Jesus taught us to love one another. 

If you love someone, and you see them doing the wrong things, or headed the wrong way, you tell them. You 
tell them because you love them and you do not want them hurt.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 teaches us, “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”

God Holy Word, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion should bring us to see ourselves as being in need of 
repentance. That means admit you are wrong. As we learned in my April 11 sermon that can be hard, but once it
is done it brings peace. It is the promised peace that “Office of the Keys” offers to Christians. What about those 
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who will not repent. Again Luther’s words sound harsh, but they only reflect Sacred Scripture. Take a look at 
Matthew 18:17.

An act as radical as removing someone from the Church is still only and always done in Christian love. It is a 
last and final attempt to help one see their sin and call them to repentance and the gift Jesus brings: peace.

5. Called Ministers of the Word

Luther writes, “Fifth, the Church is recognized externally by the fact that it consecrates or calls ministers, or has
offices that it is to administer.” 

Luther recognized that the Bible establishes the “Office of the Holy Public Ministry.” This is not an office of 
elitism, power or prestige. It is a humble office held by one who faithfully preaches God’s Holy Word and 
Administered the Holy Sacraments. The pastor is the one who brings the most precious gifts of God to the 
people. 

It is not an office someone should take up flippantly or without much consideration and prayer. Look up 1 
Timothy 3 and see what constitutes this holy office. It is an office of great responsibility in caring for soul. The 
holder of this office will give an account for the souls placed in his care. Due respect is taught in for this office 
in:

Hebrews 13:17 – “Obey your pastors and submit to them, for they are keeping 
watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this
with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”

6. Public prayer and thanksgiving to God

Luther wrote, “Sixth, the Holy Christian people are externally recognized by prayer, public praise, and 
thanksgiving to God. Where you see and hear the Lord’s Prayer prayed and taught; or psalms or other spiritual 
songs sung, in accordance with the Word of God and the true faith; also the creed, the Ten Commandments, and
the catechism used in public, you may rest assured that a Holy Christian people of God are present.” 

The Church is visible in its simple Word-centered worship. Our outward acts should reflect our inward faith. 
The Church should be a public presence in the community. An example of Jesus’ presence. It should provide for
needs as God gives us the means, and teach in love. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 states, “Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”

Judgment Day is coming. There are days when you might think it is right around the corner. There are days 
when you wish it was right around the corner. The only things about Judgment Day we can know for certain is 
that it will come, and on that day there will be only two groups of people. The events of that day are described 
in Matthew 25:31-46. I’d encourage you to look that up and read it. 

What is recorded there is sobering. These Words of Scripture, however, are not only words of judgment and 
fear. They should elicit in the repentant faithful sinner peace and comfort because they show Jesus is our 
advocate with the Father. He will claim us as His own and we will be brought into His kingdom. 

However, for those who will not repent, for those who will not admit and apologize for sin there is another side.
Forgiveness comes on the vehicle of repentance. For those who do not repent there is no forgiveness and no 
salvation. 

7. Bearing the Cross of Christ

Luther wrote: “Seventh, the Holy Christian people are externally recognized by the possession of the sacred 
cross. They must endure every misfortune and persecution, all kinds of trials and evil from the devil, the world, 
and the flesh.” 
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John 15:18-19 records, [Jesus said,] “If the world hates you, know that it has 
hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you 
as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.” 

Look up John 15 and read the whole chapter. There is much more there on this point. 

We can expect the world to mistreat us. We can expect it will not tolerate us. It most certainly will not love us. 
The very reason the Church should be seen by its public prayer and thanksgiving to God is because there the 
faithful can know it is a place to come to enjoy solace from the world’s contempt. 

This also means we should not endure the world’s contempt for the Sacred things of God among us. Within the 
Church we preach peace, love and mercy for the repentant, and judgment for the those who will not repent. 
Within the church we “bear each other’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” [Galatians 6:2] We do this 
because we are all in the same boat. That boat is often called the Ark of the Holy Christian Church. 

“We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles,  but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” [1 
Corinthians 1:23-25]

Ambassadors of Reconciliation do one thing. They bring God’s Word, God’s grace, and God’s forgiveness. Let 
us pray without easing [1 Thessalonians 5:17] that their work here would bear much fruit. Jesus said, “I am the 
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can 
do nothing.” [John 15:5]

The work of Ambassadors of Reconciliation has brought much help for me and this flock. Their work here (or 
better said God’s work here) has brought much healing. There is more to do. So keep praying. 

James 5:16 teaches a profound truth. “Confess your sins to one another and pray 
for one another, that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous 
person has great power.”

 God’s peace be with you.

In Christ,

Pastor James

Pastor James Office Hours

Monday 9-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday 9-11:30 a.m.

Thursday 9-11:30 a.m.

              On Tuesday Pastor James is working at home but can be reached by phone: 320-336-8149       

Worship Services
Sunday
9:00 a.m. Worship (Traditional)
10:00 a.m. Adult Bible study and Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship (Praise) This is a more contemporary service.

Midweek
6:30 p.m. Wednesday service (Traditional)
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Together in the Word

Sunday: Adult Bible class at 10:00 a.m. Pastor James is leading discussion on the book 
of Romans in Schleicher Hall.

   
 Tuesday: Women’s Bible study meets at 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s. We are currently 
studying the book of Psalms.

Wednesday: Gray Matters meets St. John’s at 7:30 p.m. Join us for a free-flowing 
discussion. We are now studying the book of Luke.

Thursday: Men's Bible Study - join us at 5:00 pm on Thursdays, for topics and lessons based on Biblical 
truths that will challenge and guide your attitude, words, and actions as a Christian. Check it out.

The Sunday morning Bible study on Romans can be accessed through Google Meet. Go to St. John’s 
website, open the calendar and click on Roman’s Bible Study. A popup should direct you to join with Google 
Meet. You will need a Google account to access this.

Two New Policies Adopted - Council has adopted the Child Protection Policy and the Sexual Harassment and 
Exploitation Policy in order to meet new insurance requirements as well as to reduce the risk of incidents in our 
congregation. It is unfortunate, but necessary, that in this world as it has become more blatantly sinful, 
intentional protection for children and vulnerable adults has become necessary. A Child Protection Policy 
Committee will administer the Child Protection Policy which will include enforcing the policy, background 
checks and training for those who work with children and youth as well as maintaining confidentiality of 
private information. Becoming familiar with the policies is encouraged; copies are available at the church 
office.

Ruby’s Pantry in Austin

As we transition from summer into fall our Ruby's distributions continue at the Mower County Fairgrounds the 
3rd Thursday of each month.  With concerns about how many people we can safely have in our church building 
it's possible we may be at the fairgrounds for a few more months.  There has been a noticeable drop off in 
volunteers for June and July so we are asking our area churches for any help they can give us in soliciting 
volunteers.  If you have any individuals or groups who may be willing to help please have them call Grace 
Lutheran Church at 433-3445.  As always, you are invited to stop out during any of our distributions to see the 
work we are doing in Christ's name to help our neighbors.  Thank you for considering helping and please 
continue to pray our efforts will reach those who need it most.
   goodnews@rubyspantry.org       www.rubyspantry.org

Bob Rosel, Media Coordinator Ruby's Pantry Austin 

Shoe Away Hunger  If you have gently used shoes you no longer need, consider
placing them in the box near the office. One pair of shoes can supply a family with

seven days of essential groceries.  Damaged shoes can no longer be accepted.
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            TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER.  

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR THANKSGIVING? COMMEND IT TO THE LORD THROUGH YOUR OWN 
PRAYERS, BUT ALSO THROUGH THE LOVING SERVICE OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN. IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM YOU WOULD

LIKE INCLUDED ON THE PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM LUEHMANN AT 437-7619 OR 
Miriam.Luehmann@icloud.com

May Birthdays for Shut-Ins

 NO MAY BIRTHDAYS FOR SHUT-INS

Our shut-ins would appreciate a card, phone call or visit
 DURING THE MONTH. A LIST OF ALL THE SHUT-INS IS ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS    

       LWML NEWS   
LWML quilters want to thank everyone that has donated material,
yarn or sheets to us.  Since we haven't been able to quilt for a year,
we are completely full of all items.  We are requesting that no more
donations be made until further needs arrive.  We really appreciate
the support and invite anyone who is interested please join us this
coming fall.   LWML Quilters

RADIO MINISTRY

Dear fellow Members of St. Johns and Friends,

Thank you to all who have supported the Radio Broadcast.  We now have several 
openings in the coming months.  Please prayerfully consider sponsoring a Sunday 
broadcast.  We are thankful to be able to continue this ministry because of the support of 
our members and listeners.  If you would like to make a donation to St. Johns Radio 
Broadcast you can mail your donation to St. Johns or to our home, The Petersen’s 2805 
5th AVE SW, Austin, MN 55912.  The weekly fee is $150.00 you can donate the total 
amount or any part of the amount please make checks payable to St. Johns Radio 
Broadcast.  

May 2, 2021 Sponsored by Richard and Annette Kiehne to the Glory of God.
May 9, 2021 Sponsored by Pastor and Donna Bailey to the Glory of God!   
May 16, 2021 Sponsored by Albie and Connie Gilsrud in thankfulness to God for 
the radio broadcast!
May 23, 2021 Sponsored by an anonymous donor to the Glory of God!
May 30, 2021 Sponsored by an anonymous donor to the Glory of God!

You can listen to the radio broadcast live on KAUS Radio Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
God’s blessing to all of you,
Clayton and Ellen Petersen
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May Birthdays

 03 Jon Ruhnke
 04 Laura Brocker
 04 Sharry Watkins
 05 Kevin Johnson
 06 Blake Kruse
 08 Robert Kruse
 08 Diane Waksdahl
 09 Morgan Caron
 09 Winnie Greenlee
 09 Sharon Kamp
 09 Nelainy Seinbrink
 11 Nicole Meyer
 12 Bonnie Bos
 14 Wendy Brandt
 16 Dianne Bahn
 16 Truman Swedberg
 18 Todd Wessels
 19 Allison Ernst
 20  Michael Gosha
 21 Zoe Kewatt
 21 Ryan VanPelt
 24 Joseph Chiarelli
 24 Tammy Watkins
 25 Jason Grant
 25 Steven Lonergan
 26 Deloris Harber
 26 Zachary Wessels
 27 Ezyia Shuster
 29 Merrill Meier
 29 Mark Thorson
  

May Anniversaries

 06 Robert & Shirley Bos
14 Stacey & Kristie Rupe 
16 Jesse & Amber Collins
17 Ben & Brianna Farrell
19 Eric & Nicole Zoske
 28 Ben & Nicole Meyer
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Script cards are available after each Sunday service. Check out the new list of businesses available. Orders, 
with payment, must be in by the third Sunday of the month,  Sunday, May 16. The cards should be here the 
following Sunday. Place your order and check on the Scrip table or bring it to the office. These cards help the 
ministries of our congregation so consider purchasing them.

Youth Group

* The last night of Youth Group for this school year will be Wednesday, May 5th.

* Next school year I will be looking for a second adult to help chaperon the Youth Group Wednesday night 
meetings and activities as scheduled to comply with the new Child Protection Policy our church is 
implementing. I will be in charge of planning and leading the group. I am looking for someone to help support 
the requirement of having two adults present. Don't be scared of the teens! St. Johns has an AMAZING group 
of young people in our church and we have a blast whenever we are together! If interested in joining in on our 
fun and fellowship please let me know! Kara

                                  From the Library

  The book review for this month is Rorey’s Secret written by Leisha
Kelly.
 
Two things to remember as you are reading is: (1)  The chapter
headings are written by this character’s point of view.  (2)  Most of the
events happening take place in 24 hours.  Once these two facts are
figured out the book starts to make sense!   There are so many children
it might help to take notes at the beginning to help keep them straight
and who belongs in which family.
 
The date is 1938 and two farm families, the Wortham’s and Hammonds,  are  going to celebrate Willy 
Hammond’s birthday at the Wortham’s.  As Julia Wortham is preparing supper a bowl of applesauce falls to the
floor creating a mess.  One thing leads to another and the evening becomes almost never ending.
 
One fact always stays the same—the Wortham’s faith in God.  Your heart goes out to Emmie and Franky 
Hammond who have a learning disability.  You hurt for the Hammond children who lost their mother  post 
childbirth.  How her death still affects her husband and his relationship to his children almost nonstop.   How 
Samuel and Julia Wortham are often surrogate parents for the Hammond children and often wrestle to do what 
is right.
 
The last paragraph of the book cover synopsis sums up the book well.  “A compelling tale of courage and 
community, Rorey’s Secret, continues the captivating saga of the Wortham family, who with trust and 
determination discover the restoring and healing power of forgiveness.
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Social Ministry Announcements:

*Class of 2021 High School graduation reception will be held for Ethan Grant on Sunday, May 16th from 10 - 
11 am in the fellowship hall between services. Everyone is invited to congratulate Ethan on his graduation from 
Blooming Prairie High School. Ethan will attend Riverland Community College next year in the 2-year 
Construction Electrical program. 

* Thank you to everyone who participated in the March food drive. St. John's members donated 265 lbs of food 
to the Austin Salvation Army. We continue to take rice and pasta donations in the collection boxes year around. 

* Thank you to everyone who participated in the ongoing shoe donation. St. John's members donated 80 pairs of
usable shoes to the Shoe Away Hunger program recently. Thank you to Sherry Watkins for delivering the shoes
to the donation site in Minneapolis. 

* Easter lilies and Easter Cards were donated and delivered to St. John's shut-ins prior to Easter Sunday by 
several volunteers. Thank you for making the resurrection of our Lord a special day for our members who can 
not attend our service in person. 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
 April 13, 2021

The April 13, 2021, meeting was called to order by President Dale Siegfreid at 7:00 p.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lori Siegfreid, Kara Grant, David Ruhnke, Pastor James, Dave Watkins, Dale 

Siegfreid, Darrel Bahn, Donna Bailey.
OPENING PRAYER:  Pastor Groleau 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  M/S/P to accept the secretary's report for March 8, 2021, as written.
TREASURER'S REPORT:  Net Operating Loss: $(3,782.27).  Net Increase in Designated Funds: $3,973.36  

Net Income $191.09.  M/S/P to accept the Treasurer's report, as written.
ELDERS’ REPORT:  Dave Watkins

Bible Study:  Encouraging Council members to have Bible study before they start their monthly meetings.  
The Elders use the Lutheran Witness monthly magazine for primary source for each study.

Communion:  Working with Pastor to bring distribution of communion back to the alter in a safe manner.

Membership:  Each Elder will contact 4 members monthly to build stronger relationship within our 
congregation.

Ambassadors of Reconciliation:  Council, Pastor and Elders have scheduled session set for April 22 
with Pastor Keinath & Dwight.

Music Groups:  On hold with covid concerns.

National Day of Prayer on May6:  Encourage everyone to sign up for 20 minute session.
TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  David Ruhnke

Four new road markers pointing to our church have been ordered and will be position on 4th and 14th streets 
NW.  Boards of Evangelism and Trustees will split the cost of $416. 

The condition of our stained glass windows was inspected and appraisal made. They are in good condition 
and were appraised at $94,700 replacement value. 
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Trustees replaced the clock in Schleicher Hall, sanded the bulletin boards at the east and west entrance to 
get rid of kid scribble (no more scribbling on the bulletin boards please), straightened and painted parking 
lot signs and light poles, mounted a “Nursery“ sign above nursery door, and seeded bare areas of lawn.  

BOARD OF EDUCATION and YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  Lori Siegfreid

The first day of Sunday School on April 11 had 9 children, 1 older youth helping, and 3 adults.  It will go 
through May 16.  It was a good start, following the new format.  If the weather is nice, it may be outside.

STEWARDSHIP BOARD:   Darrel Bahn

The stewardship board met on April 7.  No new business to report.  A few people volunteered to help Darrel 
deliver the 2021 contribution envelopes that haven’t been picked up.

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  Kara Grant

Social Ministry Board met on 4.8.2021

Events completed:
Food Drive for Salvation Army in March.  We donated 265 lbs.
Palm Sunday confirmation and reception for 7 students
Lilies and Easter cards were delivered to Shut-ins before Easter
Eighty pairs of usable shoes were donated and delivered to Shoe Away Hunger in Minneapolis 

Events upcoming:
High School Graduation Reception for Ethan Grant Sunday, May 16th after 9am service in the fellowship 

hall
National Day of Prayer Thursday, May 6th. Posters are developed and ready for distribution with the help 

of the Evangelism Board

Next Social Ministry Meeting Thursday 5/6/21 at 4:00pm

Kara Grant will be resigning from the Social Ministry Board in August.
EVANGELISM:  Kathy Carlson

Evangelism board met on Thursday, April 8.  

Dave Ruhnke of Board of Trustees met with us to give information on new St Johns Church street signs.  The
current sign on 4th St. NW is quite faded.  Four new street signs will be purchased from CPH at a cost of 
$104 each.  The cost will be divided between the boards of Evangelism and Trustees.  Two signs will 
replace the current ones at 4th St. NW and 2 signs will be placed on 14th St. NW.

PASTOR'S REPORT:  

COVID-19 I’ve now been able to visit nearly all of our shut ins. By the end of April I anticipate being able 
to visit them all on a regular basis again. 

Confirmation Sunday was Palm Sunday March 28. We had seven being confirmed. I can tell you these 
young adults appreciated all of the support and compliments, and the welcome they received. The ultimate 
goal of Youth Ministry should be to grow our youth into contributing responsible adults in the church and 
the ministry of the church. As these children grow in life, and in faith, they have shown true Christian 
maturity. All of us should continue to encourage our confirmation students to take up the mantel of adult 
responsibility by helping out with various tasks around the church. These young men and women will be 
leading our church in the not too distant future. We would serve them well bringing them into those rolls 
now and showing them what Christian service is.

Lent/Easter     went well. The high holy celebration of our Lord’s resurrection brought a number of members 
to church who have not been back since COVID came. It was wonderful to see them back. 

Worship is a wonderful blessing we should all enjoy together regularly. As COVID restrictions wind down I
would encourage everyone to consider coming back to church. We will continue to maintain social 
distancing protocols. Also remember we now have two worship services on Sunday. The 9:00 am service 
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will remain the same traditional serve St. John’s has had for some time. The 11:00 am service is where we 
will introduce new things. The doctrines of our church, the clear proclamation of forgiveness and salvation 
will not waver, but how that message is delivered will change. I’d encourage you to look at the Sermon 
Archives on our church web site and see if that is a service you would enjoy. 

Holy Communion is one of the most holy and sacred gifts given to us by our risen Lord and Savior. For a 
year we have enjoyed this hallowed “foretaste of the feast to come” sitting in the pews. The time has come 
to begin returning to some semblance of normal. To that end we will begin to come forward again to 
receive our Lord’s body and blood. The elders and I have worked out a means by which we can do this 
safely. However, for those who would feel more comfortable remaining seated, the East wing of pews will 
continue to be set up with the trays. We would ask that anyone sitting in those pews not get up for Holy 
Communion, but take it with those seated with you. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

The Council, Elders and Pastor are scheduled for a ZOOM meeting with Ambassadors of Reconciliation on 
Thursday, April 22, at 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  There’s also an assignment due on April 20.

The WIFI in the sanctuary is being worked on and improved.

Due to the work being done with AoR and the pandemic, the voters meeting will be postponed until July.

Since our insurance company requires a child protection policy, the following policies were presented to the 
council: “Child Protection Policy” and “Sexual Harassment and Exploitation Policy.”  M/S/P to accept 
both documents that will be put into action the beginning of the 2021-22 school year.  
We want to thank Dave Watkins for so much background work and gathering the information and Dave 
Ruhnke for preparing and finalizing this project for implementation.

NEW BUSINESS:  

None.
ADJOURNMENT:  M/S/P to adjourn @ 8:10 p.m.
CLOSING PRAYER:  
Respectfully submitted:  Donna Bailey, Council Secretary
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St. John's Lutheran Church Financial Recap
January 1, 2021 through March 31, 2021

Undesignate
d Assets

Balance
1/1/21      Activity     Balance 3/31/2021      Notes     

Cash $432,709.04 $1,553.08 $434,262.12 Undesignated Assets
Prepaids/Other 
Assets 16,179.66 (4,319.74) 11,859.92 represent the funds
Buildings & Land 2,827,692.00 0.00 2,827,692.00 available for general
Liabilities (2,143.91) (1,015.61) (3,159.52) operating purposes.

Net 
Operating 
Income 
(Loss) ($3,782.27)  

Designated 
Assets

Building Fund 108,942.05 1,051.94 109,993.99 Designated Assets
Needy Family Fund 1,167.08 0.00 1,167.08 represent all of the
Women's Ministry 
Fund 1,923.46 0.00 1,923.46 various funds that 
Musical Equipment 
Fund 283.68 0.00 283.68 for the designated
Library Books Fund 444.17 15.00 459.17 purpose.
Choir Robes Fund 3,111.00 0.00 3,111.00 
Memorial Fund 20,427.21 0.00 20,427.21 
Praise Band Fund 3,135.40 0.00 3,135.40 
Youth Fund 8,846.87 (188.57) 8,658.30 
Sumner School Fund 6,589.61 (811.55) 5,778.06 
Undesignated 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Endowment Fund 40,989.08 3,906.54 44,895.62 

195,859.61 199,832.97 
Increase 
(Decrease) in 
Designated 
Assets $3,973.36 
Net Income 
(Loss) $191.09 
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