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Message from Pastor James

The pandemic continues and 
it may at times look like it 
will never end, and neither 
will the trouble it causes. It 
will end. In truth it has 
accelerated change in every 
congregation. What that 
change looks like, and what 
that change will lead to, is up
to us. This change can close 
doors, or it can open them. It 
is opening new doors for 
those who are willing to take
advantage of them. 

There is a simple truth: If 
you want to see a ministry 
grow, it starts with being 
willing to try something new.
It starts with a church being 
infused with fresh hope and 
courage. Remember the 
hymn: “Hark the Voice of 
Jesus Crying.” Read these 
words carefully. They are the
infusion of hope and courage
we need. 

1) Hark, the voice of Jesus crying,
    “Who will go and work today?

Fields are white and harvests
waiting—

    Who will bear the sheaves
away?”

Loud and long the Master calls
you;

    Rich reward He offers you.
Who will answer, gladly saying,

    “Here am I, send me, send me”?

2) If you cannot speak like angels,
    If you cannot preach like Paul,

You can tell the love of Jesus,
    You can say He died for all.
If you cannot rouse the wicked
    With the judgment’s dread

alarms,
You can lead the little children
    To the Savior’s waiting arms.

3) If you cannot be a watchman,
    Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven,
    Offering life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your

bounties
    You can do what God

commands;
You can be like faithful Aaron,

    Holding up the prophet’s hands.

4) Let none hear you idly saying,
    “There is nothing I can do,”
While the multitudes are dying
    And the Master calls for you.

Take the task He gives you gladly,
    Let His work your pleasure be;

Answer quickly when He calls
you,

    “Here am I, send me, send me!”

Jesus has called us to be a 
part of sharing His love with 
all people. He gives each of 
us gifts to employ, and use, 
to contribute to His 
Kingdom. Our mindset needs
to change, our focus needs to
be redirected. The Christian 
Church in America has, for 
too long, focused its vision 
on the empty pews and the 
ever shrinking number of 
people who claim to be 
Christian. 
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We see numbers and statistics that can be a source of despair. Numbers like: “Only 20% of Americans go to 
church once a month or more.” Where is the hope in that? Where is the opportunity to grow as a church when 
all of the churches are fighting over only 20% of the people?

The answer is a new focus. Let’s not look to the dwindling 20%. Let’s look at the 80%. Our new focus means 
80% of America are, “Fields are white and harvests waiting.” The question: “Who will bear the sheaves away?”
Who will help bring lost souls, living in darkness, into the marvelous Light of salvation through Jesus Christ? 
Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” [Matthew 9:37] Who will God use to bring those
lost souls to heaven? Who will God use to call people home? Who will hear, “Well done good a faithful 
servant?” [Matthew 25:23] The answer: Jesus picks you.

I have said this from the moment I arrived here at St. John’s. There is so much potential to grow here! With the 
resources St. John’s has, and the opportunities available, I was overwhelmed with where to start. Others see the 
20% of Christians in America as a hopeless future. That feeling of hopelessness leads to: No attempt to try. No 
persistence through challenging times. No courage to press forward or to see new opportunities and places to 
go.

We cannot surrender! In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus was tempted to surrender. He was tempted abandon 
you. It was there we see Jesus as fully human and fully God. The horror of what He is about to endure was fully
know by His Divine nature. The terror of it was fully felt by His human nature. He prayed to our heavenly 
Father, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me.” [Matthew 26:39a] He was asking a question. 
The question was are you worth it? Are you personally, as a individual, worth the pain that laid before Him? 
You’ve heard His answer many times! “Not as I will, but as You will.” [Matthew 26:39b]He said, ‘You are 
worth it.’

Jesus answer, and our heavenly Father’s answer is: You are worth it. Jesus pressed on. As we begin this Lenten 
season, as we remember all that has been done for us, how can idly say, “There is nothing I can do.” That is to 
say, “We will surrender hope.” “We will give up.” It is to believe there is no reason to press on, and fall back on
tired solutions and quick fixes, of a bygone era, that no longer work, and haven’t for many years. Jesus says, “I 
am the Way…” [John 14:6] To surrender is not Jesus’ way. 

What is the way? Read the Bible differently. Expect God to do what He says He does in the Bible. This is the 
God who dealt with and handled Pharaoh in Egypt and Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. This is the God who used 
mighty empires like Syria, Assyria, Greece, Rome and others to further His kingdom and His purpose for you 
salvation. Our God reigns! [Psalm 47]

We could sit back, take no risk, play it safe, and look for the illusive comfort and ease in what lies ahead. That 
future has no future. Let us trust God to work and provide open doors of opportunity. Let us place our hope in 
God as we move outside our comfort zones in challenging times. Let us find the courage to take some risks and 
try something new.

Satan say sit back, quit, find the easy wide road. Jesus says, “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and 
the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way 
is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. [Mathew 7:13-14] Satan’s lie tells you there is no hope. 
Jesus said, “When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” [John 8:44] 
Lies cannot, and will not, stand against the Truth. Jesus says, “I am the Way, and the Truth…” [John 14:6] 
To take the easy way is not Jesus’ way. 

Page 2



You are a Baptized believer in Jesus the Holy Christ of God! [Matthew 28:19] You are a temple of the Holy 
Spirit. [1 Corinthians 6:19] You are a child of God our heavenly Father. [1 John 3:1] Put on the tools of battle. 
Put on the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of Gospel of peace. Take up the shield of 
faith, and put on the helmet of salvation. Hold the sword of the Spirit, which is the Holy Word of God. 
[Ephesians 6:14-17] Then pray! The prayers of the righteous have great power! [James 5:16]

Hope and courage may look like they are in short supply. This may look like the time of a dying Church. 
It is not. Jesus says, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.” [John 14:6] The Church is the Body
of Christ. He is Life. He is Life for us. He is Life for His Church. He is Life for those living in darkness 
and eternal death that desperately need us to call them, through His Word, into the marvelous Light. 
[John 1:5]

We have come to 2021, and the struggle has shown no signs of quietly fading away. Hope and courage have 
been tested in all of us. There is no doubt! The Church needs to adopt a spirit of perseverance, of being 
Kingdom focused, saving-souls focused. There is no doubt, the “Normal” of 12 months ago will not be the 
“Normal” ahead of us. There is no doubt, what used to be, and what used to work, will not to work, has not 
worked, for a long time. There is no doubt, Satan’s lies have been ad remain lies. Make no mistake, hope is 
going to happen, because we place our hope in Jesus. Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen. [Hebrews 11:1] You may not see a vibrant future. God does!

Allow the Word to work! Pray for and allow the promise of the Spirit of God to penetrate everything you think
and do. Remember what God’s Word of old has done: 

• Acts 8 Those that were scattered preached the Word…and there was great joy.

• Ezekiel 37 “So I prophesied…and breath entered the bones; and they came to life…”

• Ephesians 4 “For this reason I kneel before the Father…that He may strengthen you.”

With all that said, no secrets here! You are not capable of doing any of this. It is only done with Jesus’ help and 
strength. The process is not a “10-steps to Success” program. As we move forward we will agree and disagree, 
repent and pray, risk and try, stumble and fall, experiment and celebrate. All of that happens on our way to a 
new, growing, exciting church that might look a little different, but one that is lasting, and a blessing for 
generations yet to come. 

In Christ. In peace,

Pastor James.

Two questions about the COVID vaccine:

Is the COVID-19 vaccine the mark of the beast?

I’ve received a few questions about some ideas floating around that would suggest the COVID-19 vaccine is 
the mark of the beast. That is what some have suggested. I realize there are too many questions to address 
them all. Questions like: How does the vaccine work? What is the mark of the beast? Could the vaccine be that
mark? 

Let’s get right to the last one. The short answer is, “No.” First vaccines have done incredible good. They are, 
one of the greatest lifesaving means that have come to us though medical technology. Just a short list of 
things that have almost slipped from cultural memory include: Polio, Tetanus, Influenza (Flu), Hepatitis, 
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Rubella, Measles, Whooping Cough, Rotavirus, Mumps, Chickenpox, and Diphtheria are no longer the deadly 
killers they once were. COVID-19 will prayerfully soon be on that list. 

What is the “Mark of the Beast?” There have been so many futile attempts throughout history to identify the 
actual mark. Candidates have included: former US President Ronald Wilson Reagan (because there are 6 
letters in his first, middle and last name), bar codes, credit cards, microchips and a long list of other things. I’m 
confident this attempt will be equally futile. 

The real question is about fear. The fear that we may accidentally become the victims of a satanic conspiracy 
unknowingly. Have no fear! We can safely believe God will not allow that to happen. St. Paul wrote under 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit: 

I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. [Romans 8:38-39]

That list includes death. If death cannot separate us from God and His love, and demons can’t do it, why 
should we think a vaccine can? Our God is not so feeble. Our God reigns! [Psalm 47]

The devil is deceitful, clever and powerful? Jesus calls him the “father of lies.” [John 8:44] Peter warn us, “The 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” [1 Peter 5:8] These things are true, 
Scripture tells us so. Satan is, and does, these things. The danger is real. That, however, is not all the Bible tells 
us. James tells us: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” [James 4:7] The believer, no matter how weak 
in faith, turns the roaring lion into a toothless pussy cat when we stand up to him by standing in faith in Christ 
and on the Word of God.

What is in the vaccine?

Another, and more serious, questions has to do with these vaccines and how they are made. What is in them? 
What kind of testing was done? There are questions about these vaccines being tested on aborted children, or 
have parts of aborted children in them. The following is an abbreviated excerpt from a report compiled by our 
synod:

The two vaccines currently approved by the FDA, Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna, 
were not designed, developed or produced using cell lines derived from aborted 
human fetal tissue. Other vaccine candidates, including the UK-approved Oxford/
AstraZeneca, did use human fetal tissue, however. The Pfizer/BioNTech and 
Moderna vaccines did perform laboratory tests using cells derived from 
abortions (one from 1972 and another from 1985) to confirm the final vaccine 
quality (as, surprisingly, do many many other commonly used medications and 
vaccines). For more information on how the COVID-19 vaccines relate to 
abortion, I encourage you to consult the website of the pro-life bioethicists at 
the Charlotte Lozier Institute and the list they maintain there. 

You can find that at: LozierInstitute.org/update-covid-19-vaccine-candidates-
and-abortion-derived-cell-lines/

According to their assessment, neither the Pfizer/BioNTech nor Moderna 
vaccines contain any substance derived from aborted human fetal cells.

I pray this article brings you peace as you consider receiving the COVID and other vaccines. 

Pastor James.
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Pastor James Office Hours

Monday 9-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday 9-11:30 a.m.

Thursday 9-11:30 a.m.

              On Tuesday Pastor James is working at home but can be reached by phone: 320-336-8149       

Ruby’s Pantry in Austin

As we transition from summer into fall our Ruby's distributions continue at the Mower County Fairgrounds the 
3rd Thursday of each month.  With concerns about how many people we can safely have in our church building 
it's possible we may be at the fairgrounds for a few more months.  There has been a noticeable drop off in 
volunteers for June and July so we are asking our area churches for any help they can give us in soliciting 
volunteers.  If you have any individuals or groups who may be willing to help please have them call Grace 
Lutheran Church at 433-3445.  As always, you are invited to stop out during any of our distributions to see the 
work we are doing in Christ's name to help our neighbors.  Thank you for considering helping and please 
continue to pray our efforts will reach those who need it most.
   goodnews@rubyspantry.org       www.rubyspantry.org

Bob Rosel, Media Coordinator Ruby's Pantry Austin 

Together in the Word

Sunday: Adult Bible class at 10:00 a.m. Pastor James is leading discussion on the book 
of Romans in Schleicher Hall.

   
 Tuesday: Women’s Bible study meets at 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s. We are currently 
studying the book of Luke.

Wednesday: Gray Matters meets St. John’s at 7:30 p.m. Join us for a free-flowing 
discussion.

Thursday: Crossways at 10:00 a.m. Study the entire Bible in two years. Led by Sandy Groleau, LCMS 
Director of Church Ministries. New members always welcome.

Thursday: Men's Bible Study - join us at 5:00 pm on Thursdays, for topics and lessons based on Biblical 
truths that will challenge and guide your attitude, words, and actions as a Christian. Check it out.

The Sunday morning Bible study on Romans will be live streamed on our Youtube channel. To find it go to 
Youtube.com and search for “St John’s Austin, MN” (Type those words exactly to make it easier to find.) You 
will find the live stream running there at about 10:10am. The actual Bible study may start a little after that as we
wait for people to make their way to the fellowship hall. 
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Shoe Away Hunger
Shoe Away Hunger If you have gently used shoes you no longer need, consider 
placing them in the box near the office. One pair of shoes can supply a family with 
seven days of essential groceries.  Damaged shoes can no longer be accepted.

            TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER.  

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR THANKSGIVING? COMMEND IT TO THE LORD THROUGH YOUR OWN 
PRAYERS, BUT ALSO THROUGH THE LOVING SERVICE OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN. IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM YOU WOULD

LIKE INCLUDED ON THE PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM LUEHMANN AT 437-7619 OR 
Miriam.Luehmann@icloud.com

March Birthdays for Shut-Ins
  

30 Lois Auringer
                          

                   
Our shut-ins would appreciate a card, phone call or visit
 DURING THE MONTH. A LIST OF ALL THE SHUT-INS IS ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS  

RADIO MINISTRY

Dear fellow Members of St. Johns and Friends,
Thank you to all those who have supported the Radio Broadcast.  Toward the end of April we have a lot of 
opening over the next months.  Please keep the Radio Broadcast in your prayers.  We are thankful to be able to 
continue this ministry because of your support.  If you would like to make a donation to St. Johns Radio 
Broadcast you can mail your donation to St. Johns or to our home, The Petersen’s 2805 5th AVE SW, Austin, 
MN 55912.  The weekly fee is $150.00 you can donate the total amount or any part of the amount make checks 
payable to St. Johns Radio Broadcast.  
March 7, 2021 Sponsored by Pauline Fields in thankfulness to God for her birthday she will celebrate March 
10th.
March 14, 2021 In loving memory of Bob and Alvina Barclay. They are forever in our hearts and prayers.  
Given by their Children, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren. 
March 21, 2021 Given by Rosalie Seltz in memory of her husband Dick Seltz and their parents Rev. and Mrs. 
Paul Seltz and Mr. and Mrs. Willard Critchfield.
March 28, 2021 Sponsored by St. Johns Library in recognition of National Library week and our ability to 
read. NLW April 4-10, 2021, to God be the glory for the radio ministry as an outreach to our community.
You can listen to the radio broadcast live on KAUS Radio Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
God’s blessing to all of you,
Clayton and Ellen Petersen

Script cards are available after each Sunday service. Check out the new list of businesses available. Orders, 
with payment, must be in by the third Sunday of the month,  Sunday, March  21. The cards should be here the 
following Sunday. Place your order and check on the Scrip table or bring it to the office. These cards help the 
ministries of our congregation so consider purchasing them.
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Stewardship

Ephesians 5:1-2 – “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us.”  Our sanctification flows from the justification which we have received in Christ. 
His love for us transforms us into His image. This is why the Bible talks so much about giving – because we are
to imitate God in His generosity. If you want to walk in the footsteps of your Heavenly Father: seek mercy, 
kindness, and open-handed generosity.

                                   From the Library
A Song for Silas is the sequel  to A Place Called Home though both
books can stand alone as a good book to read.  Lori Wick has weaved 
another enjoyable story adding a bit of mystery to the yarn.  Silas is one
the unmarried brothers in the Cameron family.  Medicine in the 1880’s
was not in the caliber it is today.  A farmer friend fell from a ladder and
broke his leg.  Silas volunteers his services in helping on the farm.  He
also knows he and Nolan’s daughter, Amy, had a cordial relationship a
few years before.  She was now experiencing the breakup of her
engagement.  Amy  was surprised when Silas had shown up in the barn
this day.  As she was remembering  she remembered how comforting his
presence was after her mother had died to her and her dad.  Now he was  here again and she knew everything 
would be much better for them.
 
A mystery has been woven into this story which is an added bonus.  A surprise ending to this will be solved by 
the end of the book.  Check this book out of St. John’s library and enjoy.  (It too is a fast read).

The Library Committee will sponsor the Radio Broadcast on March 28 as our outreach activity for this year.  
The Radio Broadcast always needs sponsors, & our radio service  is listened to by many people, especially this 
year during the pandemic.   This is a fitting project for us to sponsor.  It is also a way for us to highlight our 
Library.  National Library Week  is April 4-10.  We can not serve coffee & treats this year, but our Library is 
alive & well, & always open for business.  We have books of all kinds for all ages - fiction, nonfiction, 
biography, for preschool, elementary, junior, youth, & adults.  Easter books are currently on the bookmobile in 
the west entrance, & may be checked out by signing your name on the check out card & leaving the card in the 
yellow plastic box.  Many other books are in the library itself by Schleicher Hall.  We invite you to 
stop in, browse, & check out a book or two for yourself or someone in your family.

Blessings on your Lent & Easter preparations.  May the Lord Bless & Keep you & all of us.  

QUESTION: Do Lutherans have to give up something for Lent as some other denominations require?
ANSWER: From the perspective of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, "giving something up for Lent" is 
entirely a matter of Christian freedom. It would be wrong, from our perspective, for the church to make some 
sort of "law" requiring its members to "give something up for Lent," since the Scriptures themselves do not 
require this.

If, on the other hand, a Christian wants to give something up for Lent as a way of remembering and 
personalizing the great sacrifice that Christ made on the cross for our sins, then that Christian is certainly free to
do so — as long as he or she does not "judge" or "look down on" other Christians who do not choose to do this.
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QUESTION: What is the significance of Lent?

ANSWER: Early in the Church's history, the major events in Christ's life were observed with special 
observances, such as His birth, baptism, death, resurrection and ascension.

As these observances developed, a period of time was set aside prior to the major events of Jesus' birth and 
resurrection as a time of preparation.

During Lent, the Church's worship assumes a more penitential character. The color for the season is purple, a 
color often associated with penitence. The "Hymn of Praise" is omitted from the liturgy. The word "Alleluia" is 
usually omitted as well.

By not using the alleluia — a joyful expression meaning "Praise the Lord" — until Easter, the Lenten season is 
clearly set apart as a distinct time from the rest of the year.

Additionally, it forms a powerful contrast with the festive celebration of Jesus' resurrection when our alleluias 
ring loud and clear.

Finally, the penitential character of Lent is not its sole purpose. In the ancient Church, the weeks leading up to 
Easter were a time of intensive preparation of the candidates who were to be baptized at the Easter vigil on Holy
Saturday.

This time in the Church's calendar was seen as an especially appropriate time for Baptism because of the 
relationship between Christ's death and resurrection and our own in Holy Baptism (see Rom. 6:1-11).

This focus would suggest that the season of Lent serves not only as a time to meditate on the suffering that 
Christ endured on our behalf but also as an opportunity to reflect upon our own Baptism and what it means to 
live as a child of God.

QUESTION: Is the use of crucifixes a Roman Catholic practice? Doesn’t the empty cross provide a better 
symbol for Lutherans? How does The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod feel about using a crucifix in 
church? [Note: A crucifix is a cross with a statue of the crucified Christ on it.]

ANSWER: A common misunderstanding among some Lutherans is the opinion that a crucifix, or the use of a 
crucifix, is a “Roman Catholic” practice. The history of Lutheranism demonstrates that the crucifix was a 
regular and routine feature of Lutheran worship and devotional life during Luther’s lifetime and during the 
period of Lutheran Orthdoxy.

It was also the case among the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. If you were to visit 
most of the original congregations of the LCMS in the United States you would find lovely crucifixes adorning 
their altars, and, in addition, beautiful statues on the altar of Christ and the four evangelists or other such scenes.

There is nothing uniquely Roman Catholic about this. Many Lutherans and Lutheran congregations use 
crucifixes. Crucifixes are used in the chapels of both of our seminaries and our International Center.

Lutheranism has always considered the crucifix to be a powerful reminder of the sacrifice our Lord Jesus made 
for us and our salvation, on the cross. A crucifix vividly brings to mind the Apostle Paul’s divinely inspired 
words, “We preach Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23).
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Interestingly enough, while there is certainly nothing “wrong” with an “empty” cross, the practice of using an 
“empty cross” on a Lutheran congregation’s altar comes more from non-Lutheran sources.

At the time of the Reformation there was conflict between Lutherans and Reformed Christians over the proper 
place of pictures, images, statues and the like in the church. Lutherans stood with historic Christendom in 
realizing that such art in the church was not wrong, and it was a great aid for helping to focus devotional 
thoughts on the truths of the Word of God. No greater truth can be found than the death of Jesus Christ our Lord
for the world’s salvation.

The “empty cross” is not a symbol of Christ’s resurrection, as some say, for the fact is that the cross would have
been empty regardless of whether or not Christ had risen from the grave. The point to be kept clear here is that 
both an “empty cross” and a crucifix symbolize the same thing: the death of Christ our Lord for the salvation of 
the world.

Many feel the crucifix symbolizes this truth more clearly and strikingly. That has been the traditional opinion of
historic Lutheranism, until the last 50 years ago, due to the influence we will now mention.

Some Lutherans began to move away from crucifixes during the age of Lutheran Pietism, which rejected much 
of Lutheran doctrine and consequently many Lutheran worship practices. At the time, Lutheran Pietists, 
contrary to the clear position of Luther and the earlier Lutherans, held that symbols such as the crucifix were 
wrong.

This was never the view of historic Lutheranism.  In America, Lutherans have always felt a certain pressure to 
“fit in” with the Reformed Christianity that predominates much of the Protestant church.

Thus, for some Lutherans, this meant doing away with things such as crucifixes and vestments, and other 
traditional forms of Lutheran worship and piety. It is sad when some Lutherans are made to feel embarrassed 
about their Lutheranism by members of churches that teach the Word of God in error and who do not share 
Lutheranism’s clear confession and practice of the full truth of the Word of God.

Lutheranism has always recognized that the use of any symbol (even the empty cross) can become an idolatrous
practice, if in any way people are led to believe there is “power in the cross” or that a picture or representation 
of a cross has some sort of ability, in itself, to bring us into relationship with Christ and His Gospel. Any of 
God’s good gifts can be turned against Him in this life and become an end in themselves.

Lutherans have never believed that banning or limiting proper artwork in the church is the way to prevent its 
improper use. Rather, we believe proper teaching and right use is the best way, and the way that is in keeping 
with the gift of freedom we have in Christ to use all things to the glory and honor of God.

Thus, many Lutherans use and enjoy the crucifix as a meaningful reminder of our Lord’s suffering and death. It 
might interest you to know that our Synod’s president has a beautiful crucifix adorning the wall of his office, 
constantly reminding him and visitors to his office of the great love of God that is ours in Christ Jesus our Lord.

In short, and this is the most important point of all, there is nothing contrary to God’s Holy Word, or our 
Lutheran Confessions, about the proper use of the crucifix, just as there is nothing wrong with the proper use of 
an empty cross, or any other church symbol by which we are reminded of the great things God has done for us.

We need to guard against quickly dismissing out of hand practices that we believe are “too Roman Catholic” 
before we more adequately explore their use and history in our own church.
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In Christian freedom, we use either the crucifix or an empty cross and should not judge or condemn one another
for using either nor not using either symbol of our Lord’s sacrifice for our sins.

Taken from LCMS resources.

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
 January 19, 2021

The January 19, 2021 council meeting was called to order by President Dale Siegfreid at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dave Ruhnke, Lori Siegfreid, Dale Siegfreid, Pastor James Groleau, Tim Carlson, 
Darrel Bahn, Dick Heuton, Wendy Kusick, Kathy Carlson, Donna Bailey

OPENING PRAYER:  Pastor Groleau 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  M/S/P to accept the secretary's report for December 8, 2020 as written.

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Net Operating Loss: ($29,886.57).  Net Decrease in Designated Funds: 
($9,235.79)  M/S/P to accept the Treasurer's report, as written.

ELDERS’ REPORT:  

Elders Board met on Monday January 4, 2021 @ 630pm with Elders Grant, Kusick, Watkins, Kiehne, Carlson 
and Pastor James present.

Opening devotion from LHM for Wednesday November 25 and Bible study from December 2020 Luth. 
Witness

We continue to work on a Child Protection Policy to meet Grinnell insurance requirements.Sunday 11am 
Worship – will be paused at the end of January until more support develops.Motion for release from 
membership Mary Green (now Nienow), Lucas Green, Aaron Green and Mariah Green; seconded and passed.   
February 2021 Elders Meeting on Monday February 1 @ 6:30pm.

Closing Prayers – personal petitions and The Lord’s Prayer

TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  

New keys to St. John’s outside doors have been given to members who have signed up to receive one and to a 
few outside groups after they have signed the key out and have been given a copy of the key policy.  The locks 
will be changed after January 24th.

BOARD OF EDUCATION and YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  
There was no January board meeting.  The next meeting will be February 2.  We may contact parents regarding 
their feelings about starting in-person Sunday school.

STEWARDSHIP BOARD: 

The Stewardship board met on January 10, 2021.  Items discussed were:

Darrel will order year 2022 offering envelopes this month.  After a discussion with the church treasurer, we 
decided to order 120 packets, which is 10 more than for years 2020 and 2021.  (Note: the order was placed on 
January 14, with expected delivery time of 4-6 weeks via UPS with a cost of $268.70).There were 29 of this 
year’s envelope packets yet to be picked up.  We decided to wait several more months to get them to the 
members, considering the COVID-19 situation.The SCRIP gift card program continues.  Lee Grant has 
volunteered to assist with the distribution at the Sunday morning services; he will distribute the cards on 
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January 24.  Wayne Strouf will begin distributing the cards at the Wednesday evening services.Stan Rasmussen 
will continue submitting stewardship messages for the monthly newsletter.

 SOCIAL MINISTRY:  

Poinsettias and Christmas Cards for Shut-Ins led by Altar Committee was a huge success. Thank you to 
everyone who purchased plants and sent cards. We are planning to do a similar outreach with lilies and Easter 
cards in April.November Food Drive for the Austin Salvation Army:  Donated 450 pounds of food.   We are 
preparing for the next food drive in MarchLenten Suppers, Easter Egg Hunt, Heritage Hope and Happiness 
Service planning are all on hold due to the current state of the COVID-19 pandemic.St. John’s Church has 
received correspondence from Sumner School thanking us for our donations for student clothing needs in 
December. Please read thank you card on the office bulletin board.Social Ministry’s will not be meeting in 
February. Our next committee meeting will be March 4th at 4:00 pm.

EVANGELISM:  

In December our board made contact with each of the CASE families. We made Christmas cards and sent 
those along with candy canes and stickers and an invitation to worship. We would like to keep a connection 
with those families until the time that CASE can again be held.

We continue to send cards to children of the congregation 12 and under as a remembrance of their Baptism.

All members of our board are participating in AOR and will continue to pray for this ongoing process.

PASTOR'S REPORT:  

The COVID-19 situation continues. The good news is the vaccine is on the way. The problem is we don’t know 
when it will come. We’ll just have to be patient and wait. The end is in sight. Last month I encouraged people to
utilize the other two services at 11:00 am Sunday and 6:30 pm Wednesday. As I’ve announced we’re putting 
the second service on hold for February, March and probably some of April. The entire sanctuary will be used 
at 9:00 am. We will watch the attendance at the 9:00 am service and if necessary we’ll hold an 11:00 am 
traditional service on Sunday to alleviate overcrowding during this time.

The pause is to reset some of the things we’re doing and get a few folks on board with helping produce the 
service. I want to thank those who have stepped up. We’ll have things ready to restart that service soon.

Bible studies remain mostly on hold. We are limiting Sunday morning to one study in the fellowship hall. I’m 
working out the bugs to have that study streamed live on our “St. John's Austin, MN” Youtube channel. 
Hopefully we’ll get that working well soon. Watch the weekly bulletin for updates on that.

The Shut-Ins have been on my mind for months. Our church’s ability to minister to them has been severely 
hampered. Opportunities to visit them open and close quickly. I am sending monthly devotions and letters. 
Thank you to all who sent out cards, notes and plants over Christmas! That was wonderful and I, and others, 
have heard many expressions of gratitude. I am able to again visit people in their homes and have started doing 
that. Retirement homes and hospitals are still not allowing visits from pastors. Some of them are working 
diligently to accommodate that safely, but so far none of them have been able to open their doors for that.

Confirmation class is on track and doing well. We have nine students, three of them are in their second year. In 
discussions with students and parents we have continued to meet in person with large social distance spaces. We
are planning Palm Sunday March 28 for Confirmation Sunday. As part of Confirmation I plan to show the 
movie The Passion of the Christ. This will be near the beginning of the Lent/Easter season. I am aiming for 
February 28 at 6:00 pm. We will show it in the Sanctuary and it will be open to the congregation.  We’ll 
maintain distancing as always.CASE, and its track record for growing church, though not meeting, continues 
prompt attention throughout the district. It has especially attracted the attention of some cross-cultural groups 
and the MNS LCMS district. The hope is to start a CASE-like program in other places when the COVID 
situation is alleviated.
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Lent comes early this year. Ash Wednesday is on February 17. The 6:30 pm Wednesday service will be utilized 
for Lenten worship. As in Advent Communion (on Communion weeks) will be offered immediately after the 
service.

The Ambassadors of Reconciliation (AoR) process has started. I am very grateful and encouraged by the 
participation from the congregation. The work AoR does for the Synod and elsewhere is profound. What they 
offer is useful for everyone’s life. It is a very real and genuine path to healing. Please stay connected to this 
process as we work through it. I would encourage you to utilize the daily devotion booklet that was handed out. 
It is something you can use between Christmas and Lent. The material is filled with healing and wisdom.

In Christ, Pastor James.

OLD BUSINESS:  

None

NEW BUSINESS:  

Each congregation in LCMS has been asked to vote yes or no on the following proposal.  We, St. Johns 
Council, voted yes.  Dale will submit the results to Synod.

Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019–2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their conventions in 
either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023? [Thereafter, 
the triennium cycle will continue forward from 2023 in three-year increments, as before (i.e., with district 
conventions held in 2025, 2028, etc., and Synod Conventions held in 2026, 2029, etc.).] Vote: Yes or No.

A discussion about the guidelines for St. John’s meeting minutes and what should, or should not be, included in 
them took place.  M/S/P for Dale to present a copy of the December minutes at the February meeting as to what 
they would look like under the guidelines of Roberts Rules of Order. 

ADJOURNMENT:  M/S/P to adjourn @ 8:20 p.m.

CLOSING PRAYER:  The Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted:  Donna Bailey, Council Secretary

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
  February 9, 2021

The February 9, 2021, meeting was called to order by President Dale Siegfreid at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pam Waters, Kathy Carlson, Lori Siegfreid, Dale Siegfreid, Pastor James, Dick 
Heuton, Tim Carlson, David Ruhnke, Patty Shatek, Donna Bailey

OPENING PRAYER:  Pastor Groleau 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  M/S/P to accept the secretary's report for January 19, 2021, as written.

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Net Operating Loss: $(1,190.19).  Net Increase in Designated Funds: $3,270.66.  
M/S/P to accept the Treasurer's report, as written.

ELDERS’ REPORT:  

Elders Board met on Monday February 1, 2021 – 630pm with Elders Kusick, Kiehne, Grant, Carlson and 
Pastor present.

Old Business
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a. Ambassadors of Reconciliation – Good participation on the group Bible Study and individual interviews in 
January. Next steps to include additional meetings with identified groups or individuals.

b. Child Protection Policy for Grinnell insurance – latest recommendations forwarded to Council and 
Youth/Family and Ed boards to consider impact of the recommended policy changes. Elders feel this 
should be a Council matter to develop and manage going forward. Elders will assist where needed.

New Business: –

a. Financial Oversite committee -1st year Elders Richard Kiehne and Eric Grant will attend.

b. National Day of Prayer for 2021 is Thursday May 6th. Elders will assist Social Ministry and Pastor in 
planning as last year.

c. Discussed a need for a Congregation Leaders retreat for fall 2021 to include Officers, heads of Boards, new 
Board members and Pastor.

TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  

A new copier/printer lease/service agreement was approved which includes a new copier/printer and will save 
around $100 per month based on current average monthly usage.

New WiFi will be installed in the church tomorrow, February 10.

BOARD OF EDUCATION and YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  

February 2, 2021, 5:30 p.m.

Members Present: Alisha Meyer, Lori Siegfreid.  Members Absent: Patty Shatek, Nicole Kramer

Due to the fact we had only two members attending, we held a brief meeting.

Discussion was held regarding Sunday school and it was decided that we would call parents to see how they 
are feeling about sending their children to in-person Sunday school. Lori will contact Patty about calling 
parents to do a quick survey. The tentative plan is to start in-person Sunday school on March 7th if the interest
is there. We have Sunday school lessons from CPH for an additional 6 weeks which would take us from 
March 7th through April 18th (Easter Sunday there would be no Sunday school). After that, if we are holding 
in-person Sunday school we would implement the curriculum that Pastor Groleau has written.

We plan to meet again this month to look at the results of the survey and discuss how to proceed.

Education/Youth expenses/income report was reviewed and accepted.

In regards to the Youth – Kara Grant is again having the youth meet on Wednesdays from 7:30-8:30. They are
planning a tubing field trip to Mankato on Monday, February 15th as there is no school that day.

Next meeting, Tuesday, February 16th at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

Lori Siegfreid

STEWARDSHIP BOARD:   

Didn’t meet this month; no report.

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  

We will be sponsoring a Food Drive for the Salvation Army during the month of March

Sumner School contacted our Social Ministry Committee requesting fifty mittens for students in need. Fifty 
mittens were purchased and sent to the school from the Sumner School Fund.

Social Ministry reviewed and approved the committee budget for the remainder of 2021. This was turned into 
the Treasurer.

Page 13



Reviewed the topic of Church Council moving to standardize meetings and meeting minutes with 
parliamentary procedure and the possibility of AOR offering leadership training for board members.

We are planning a walk thru reception for confirmation on Palm Sunday. There will be tables set up for each 
confirmand for gifts and cards. There will be no refreshments served and traffic will be directed in a one-way 
pattern thru Schleicher Hall.

We also have one graduation, Ethan Grant, on May 16.

The March Social Ministry Meeting will be Thursday 3/4 at 4:00 pm.

EVANGELISM:  

Didn’t meet this month; no report.

PASTOR'S REPORT:  

COVID-19/Shut-Ins. With the distribution of the vaccine rolling out I was hopeful to get back into the care 
facilities in Austin. As it now stands that will probably not happen for some time.  Currently, even if the 
institution and myself have received the vaccine, I would still not be able to visit for several months. That is 
compounded with pastors not being listed as essential workers, so I am much further down on the list to 
receive it. I am visiting people in their homes and sending monthly letters to all. Thank you to everyone who 
sent Valentine Cards to these dear members of our congregation.

Bible studies we have the Sunday Romans Bible study at 10:00am. That study is streamed live on our “St. 
John's Austin, MN” You tube channel and archived there for later viewing. We are also going through Luke 
after the Wednesday service. That Bible study meets at 7:30pm.

CASE, and its track record for growing churches, though not meeting, continues prompt attention throughout 
the district. We continue to have monthly meetings to discuss replicating the program elsewhere.

Lent comes early this year. Ash Wednesday is on February 17. The 6:30pm Wednesday service will be 
utilized for Lenten worship. As in Advent Communion (on Communion weeks) will be offered immediately 
after the service. The theme for the Significant Events. We will explore the most significant events of Holy 
Week on our Wednesday services. The Sundays will focus on what Jesus has done “for you.” The Sacraments
of the Church and the Means of Grace will be prominent because these were given “for you.” This Ash 
Wednesday we will not include the Imposition of Ashes due to COVID.

The Ambassadors of Reconciliation (AoR) process continues. I am very grateful for their presence, assistance 
and wisdom.

In Christ, Pastor James.

OLD BUSINESS:  

As requested in the January 19th council meeting, Dale passed out a “revised” copy of the December 2020 
minutes.  They will be discussed at the Zoom meeting with AoR and the council regarding proper minutes.  
No date has been set yet.

NEW BUSINESS:  

After much discussion about “child protection policies” required by our insurance company, it was suggested 
that Dave Ruhnke and Dave Watkins develop a policy for the council to look over.

ADJOURNMENT:  M/S/P to adjourn @ 8:05 p.m.

CLOSING PRAYER:  Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted:  Donna Bailey, Council Secretary
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St. John's Lutheran Church Financial Recap
January 1, 2021 through January 1, 2021

Undesignated Assets Balance 1/1/21      Activity     Balance 1/31/2021      Notes     
Cash $432,709.04 ($1,402.95) $431,306.09 Undesignated Assets
Prepaids/Other Assets 16,216.78 1,358.67 17,575.45 represent the funds
Buildings & Land 2,827,692.00 0.00 2,827,692.00 available for general
Liabilities (2,190.06) (1,145.91) (3,335.97) operating purposes.

Net Operating Income (Loss) ($1,190.19)

Designated Assets
Building Fund 108,942.05 175.67 109,117.72 Designated Assets
Needy Family Fund 1,167.08 0.00 1,167.08 represent all of the
Women's Ministry Fund 1,923.46 0.00 1,923.46 various funds that 
Musical Equipment Fund 283.68 0.00 283.68 for the designated
Library Books Fund 444.17 0.00 444.17 purpose.
Choir Robes Fund 3,111.00 0.00 3,111.00 
Memorial Fund 20,427.21 0.00 20,427.21 
Praise Band Fund 3,135.40 0.00 3,135.40 
Youth Fund 8,846.87 0.00 8,846.87 
Sumner School Fund 6,589.61 (811.55) 5,778.06 
undesignated 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Endowment Fund 40,989.08 3,906.54 44,895.62 

195,859.61 199,130.27 
Increase (Decrease) in Designated Assets $3,270.66 
Net Income (Loss) $2,080.47 
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	Hope and courage may look like they are in short supply. This may look like the time of a dying Church. It is not. Jesus says, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.” [John 14:6] The Church is the Body of Christ. He is Life. He is Life for us. He is Life for His Church. He is Life for those living in darkness and eternal death that desperately need us to call them, through His Word, into the marvelous Light. [John 1:5]

