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Message from Pastor James

St. John’s Future
Without a doubt COVID-19 has changed 
our lives Most of you have not been able 
to be in church since Palm Sunday or 
earlier. Here we are in the middle of May 
and only now can things begin to reopen.
The question then becomes what will 
that reopening look like. What we decide 
to do as we move forward will determine 
if, and how long, we can stay open as a 
church. 

When I came here I was charged with 
growing this church. To that end I started 
three points of focus. Youth, Local 
outreach, and Senior ministries. We saw 
a fairly quick turn-around and the church 
began to grow. New people were visiting 
nearly every week. People were joining. 
The Youth program was growing as 
families were visiting our church. 
Additionally members who had left were 
coming back. We were having Baptisms 
as we brought the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to people, and with it salvation from 
Death, Hell and the devil. 

I have done something like this five times 
in a row before coming to St. John’s. I 
shared the excitement of these events 
with the congregation and we were well 
on our way. What happened next was 
something I have never seen, and could 
not imagine. A small group of people 
were determined to shut all of this down.
In the last year and a half there have 
been efforts to stop the youth programs. 
I have even been told I am to have 
nothing to do with planning certain 
worship service I have been told I have 
forgotten the white people. (All of the 
people who join our church were white, 
except one.)

I won’t belabor these things any further 
here except to share with you that I, the 
elders, council leadership, and 
representation from the MNS District 

office have been involved in dealing with 
some of this. I will report the results of 
that to the congregation at the 
appropriate time. Currently much of that 
is on hold because COVID-19 has put 
most of our lives on hold. 

The real question before us as a 
congregation now, and for our future, is:
What will St. John’s look like in the 
future?

The answer to that question is 
complex. Much of what follows 
comes from many conversations I 
have had with many members of 
the congregation, and in talking 
with people about joining our 
congregation. There is a lot of 
information here, but please 
understand none of this is 
“shooting from the hip,” 
reactionary, or “simply because 
the pastor thinks so.” It has been 
formulated thoughtfully and  
purposefuly over time. The 
planning process includes 
conversations with a number of 
pastors, as we explore how to 
grow churches in our presents 
time. A time that has becomes 
even more difficult with this 
disease plaguing us. Much of this 
has been in the long term plan for 
St. John’s for some time. Some of 
this is being proposed now 
because provides another function
of serving the congregation better 
as a result of the COVID-19 
situation, which is not going away 
soon.
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Worship: We are going to start opening up for worship again, but it will be months, probably many months, before things get 
back to anything resembling normal. We need to make some drastic changes to accommodate the new environment 
we now live in, and will be living in for (by some predictions) as much as another two years. 

As many of you have discussed with me over the last couple years, and as I have addressed in Bible studies from time 
to time, a second service would serve this congregation well. The elder’s and I have also discussed this. There is a real 
divide over music style in our congregation. The one-size-fits-all current solution is not the best. 

My proposal would be some fairly radical changes to St. John’s. Here is where I need to hear from the congregation. I 
want to know what you feel about it. We’ll probably bring this up at the voters’ meeting so think about these things 
and let me know how you feel about this. There are a number of ways we can accommodate a solution, but I believe 
this would be one of the best. I am proposing a Sunday schedule of:

8:00 am Traditional Worship (Liturgy always from the hymnal.)
9:00 am Bible study/Sunday School
10:30am Praise Worship (Liturgy would change often.)

Based on request and several conversations over the last year with many who regularly attend that service the 
Thursday/Saturday service would move permanently to Wednesday at 6:30pm. It would be a Traditional Worship 
service. During Advent and Lent that service would be the mid-week service. The purpose for these changes is to 
accommodate the different worship styles desired and make St. John’s more attractive to visitors. 

The reason for the Thursday/Saturday change is to accommodate some members who cannot attend church on 
Saturday or Sunday and also to support our church’s growth through the Youth.

Youth: I have been in discussions with a number of people to explore what youth ministries can look like over the next several 
months. CASE (like school) is closed for the rest of the school year. “Youth Hangout” is also currently on hold. We are 
exploring how youth ministries will continue in the future. Before the COVID-19 sheltering was instituted the 
Wednesday schedule included:

4:30-6:15pm CASE

7:30-8:30pm St. John's Youth "Hangout"

I hope to return to that schedule by the Fall and we would add to that schedule the Wednesday worship service at 
6:30pm. In addition to the reasons specified above this service would accommodate youth inviting their friends to 
church. That service tends to be more relaxed and can be a good place to introduce them to St. John’s. We are 
exploring a video VBS. We’ll get more information out about that as it becomes available to us. 

Seniors: Currently all nursing home are closed to all visitors. Pastors are not allow in, except in cases where death is eminent. 
Our Heritage, Happiness and Hope service has been canceled and current information would prevent us from having 
one in the Fall. I need to explore new ways to stay in touch with our shut-ins since visiting with the is now impossible 
for the foreseeable future. Some things I am already putting in place:

• Call to Listen: The Web and Radio broadcasts are available to, and serve, many, but not everyone has access to these things.
I am in the process of setting up another service whereby people can listen to the service on their phone by calling a 
free numbers. I believe that would accommodate access to our services for many more people. 

• Free Hymnal: I would like to ask the congregation to provide a free hymnal to our shut-ins. We have a surplus of them in 
our sanctuary, and they would service the shut-ins well in being able to follow along with the service. 

• Free Tablet: I am exploring the cost/resources necessary to provide a free electronic tablet for those shut-ins who could 
manage such a device. This would give them aces to video of our service, as well as Bible studies which we will start 
recording, and other things. 

• Holy Communion: I am in conversations with a number of theologians about how to provide this Eucharistic Meal to those I 
cannot reach, and will not be able to for some time. Please be patient with this one. This is a Holy and Sacred thing and 
we do not want to jump to quick changes in how the Lord’s Supper is brought to God’s children. I believe I will have 
something for you soon.
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St. John’s is opening up worship services again. 

Beginning on May 24, the new schedule will be:

• Sun 9:00am Traditional Worship service 
(Liturgy and hymns from the hymnal)

• Sun 10:30am Praise service 
(Liturgy and music from various sources)

• Wed 6:30pm  Traditional Worship service 
(Liturgy and hymns from the hymnal)

It will take a long time to get things back to normal but this is the first step. The protocols below were written 
by a group of Catholic and Lutheran denominations and sent to the governor. Please be aware of the protocols 
below. They are required to allow people into the building for worship, to make everyone feel comfortable, and 
to keep everyone safe. 

Protocols for Opening Worship Services at St. John’s

• Pews will be blocked off so that family units cannot sit closer than 10 feet apart.

• The space will be thoroughly sanitized before and after each service, including all entryways and doors. 
Hand sanitizer will be available at all entryways. 
(9:00am will sit on the West side  of the sanctuary
 10:30am will sit on the East side.)

• Doors will be propped open and one-way traffic patterns established to ensure social distancing.

• Signs will be posted concerning social distancing and sanitation requirements.

• Collection plates and other items will not be passed person to person.

• People are encouraged to bring their own protective wear including facemasks, which may be worn 
during the worship service.

• People should not not to greet each other with touching. Maintain six feet of distance. 

• Choirs singing and other musical groups will not be allowed, in order to maintain social distance 
guidelines.

• Signs and other instructions will encourage normal safe practices necessary to stop the spread (e.g. 
cough or sneeze into a shirtsleeve, handkerchief, or tissue; avoid touching the eyes, nose, and mouth to 
help slow the spread of germs).

• People are strongly encouraged to avoid use of the restrooms.

• Those over age 65 are encouraged to not attend at this time. This is the age group that appears most 
vulnerable to serious infection. 

• Anyone showing any symptoms of sickness, or anyone who has a household member who is sick or 
showing symptoms of sickness should not attend.

• Service may be canceled without notice if the situation warrants it. A sign will be placed on the entrance
doors. 
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Pastor James Office Hours

Monday 9-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday 9-11:30 a.m.

Thursday 9-11:30 a.m.

              On Tuesday Pastor James is working at home but can be reached by phone: 320-336-8149       

June Birthdays for Shut-Ins
  

18 Barbara Oth

                   
Our shut-ins would appreciate a card, phone call or visit
 DURING THE MONTH. A LIST OF ALL THE SHUT-INS IS ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS     

Ruby’s Pantry in Austin

Grace Lutheran Church 2001 6th Avenue SE Austin, MN 55912 
3rd Thursday of the Month Doors open at 4:00 pm Distribution 5:00-6:30 pm

If you are interested in learning more about Ruby’s Pantry or volunteering at a Pantry, please contact them.
651-674-0009
goodnews@rubyspantry.org       www.rubyspantry.org
_____________________________________________________________________________

Youth Fundraiser
Youth and Family is having a Fundraiser to help the youth get to the National Youth Gathering in Houston, 
Texas. We are planning on having a rummage sale this fall. If you would like  to donate larger items and have 
only Partial or ALL of the proceeds to go toward the youth fundraiser, that is an option.  So start going through 
your stuff and save it for the rummage sale.  There is a place to store your donated items at the church. Contact 
Lisa or Kerri for more information.                  
              
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER.  DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR THANKSGIVING? COMMEND IT TO THE LORD THROUGH 
YOUR OWN PRAYERS, BUT ALSO THROUGH THE LOVING SERVICE OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN. IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM YOU WOULD LIKE 
INCLUDED ON THE PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM LUEHMANN AT 437-7619 OR Miriam.Luehmann@icloud.com.
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Pastor John and Carol Schleicher
As you all know, Carol and Pastor John 
Schleicher have moved to Texas.  During 
their five years here at St. John’s, they 
have enhanced our lives tremendously.  
Both Carol and Pastor John sang in the 
choir. Carol, also, sang with the Praise 
group.  Pastor John played his trombone
and enlisted other musicians to help 
beautify our services.  Carol started the 
Prayer Ministry which meets after the 
Sunday Services. She, also, was a reader 
during our Sunday Services.  
Pastor John filled in and led us in 
Worship Services and officiated at a few 
funerals.  They both were active in 
Vacation Bible School and the Hallelujah 
Harvest Festival.   Pastor made many 
visits to our shut-ins. Both have 
graciously and prayerfully supported all 
of us!  

It has been a huge blessing to have them
in our lives for the last five years.  Their 
love for God has shone through in 

everything they did and we have been the better for it! 
June 15, 2020 will the 45th anniversary of Pastor John’s ordination!
THANK YOU PASTOR JOHN AND CAROL!

Here is a short history of Pastor John and Carol’s life prior to coming back to Austin.
John Schleicher was born March 3, 1949 and Carol was born September 15, 1948.  John attended grade school and high 
school in Millbank, South Dakota.  Carol attended both grade school and high school in Austin.
As a student at Concordia in St Paul, MN in 1969, John took his summer break to come to be with his parents, Pastor 
Curtis and Mary Schleicher.  He worked at Hormel’s.  Rosie Seltz suggested that John meet Carol Precht.  Carol left at the
end of summer 1969 for her senior year at Valparaiso.  She graduated June, 1970.  She, then, taught school in Golden 
Valley, MN.  Meanwhile, Pastor John was at Concordia studying the new program Director of Christian Education.
The Schleichers married December 26, 1970 at the old St John’s Church.
John graduated Summa Cum Laude from Concordia in May 1971.  That fall found them in Springfield, Illinois, where John
entered Concordia Theological Seminary.  Carol was teaching second grade.  His Vicarage year took the couple to St Paul 
Lutheran Church in Mount Prospect, Illinois.  John’s fourth year at Seminary was busy.  He was Seminary Class President,
a basketball player/coach and a weekend restaurant waiter.  John graduated in May 1975.
Pastor John was ordained June 15, 1975 at Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Pipestone, MN.  He served two churches, Our
Saviour’s and Redeemer Lutheran in Flandreau, SD, which was 18 miles away.

In 1979, Pastor John was called to St John’s Lutheran in Hubbard, IA.  It was at St John’s that he baptized Eric Zoske.
Pastor John & Carol moved to Big Rapids, MI in 1986. Pastor John was the Associate Pastor at St Peter’s Lutheran.  Six 
weeks after arriving in Big Rapids, their son Andrew was delivered stillborn.  The people at St Peter’s rallied around 
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Pastor and Carol and gave them great comfort.  Pastor John and Carol served at St Peter’s until 1995.  This included 
Pastor serving an 18 month Admin. Pastor Vacancy. 
In 1995 they moved to Rochester, MN.  Pastor John served as Associate Pastor at Redeemer Lutheran Church.  By this 
time, all of their children were in school, so Carol began substitute teaching.  Over all, Carol substitute taught for 20 
years.
The call to Christ our Savior Lutheran Church in Holland MI, to be their sole Pastor, came in 2005.  Pastor John could not 
refuse their need.  In 2015, they moved to Austin, MN.

Pastor John and Carol’s children: New address
Elizabeth, born in 1973 21831 Glade Canyon Drive
Matthew, born in 1979 Spring, TX 77388
Jason, born in 1981 Carol’s cellphone 616-212-9086
Andrew, born in 1986 Pastor John’s cell 616-212-9086
Jonathan, born in 1988

THEY HAVE NINE GRANDCHILDREN    

                                                Radio Broadcast

Fellow Members of St. Johns,
We would like to thank everyone for supporting the Radio Broadcast.  The broadcast
is an important outreach to our community in normal circumstances!  Now that we 
are faced with this health crisis in our country it is even more important to continue 
supporting St. Johns Radio Broadcast.  There is not away for us to know how many 
people this broadcast reaches but we are thankful to be able to continue this ministry 
because of your continued support.  If you would like to make a donation to St. 
John’s Radio Broadcast you can mail your donation to St. John’s or to my home, 
Ellen Petersen 2805 5th AVE SW, Austin, MN 55912.  The weekly fee is $150.00 
you can donate the total amount or any part of the amount.  I would like to also let 
everyone know who has sponsored the broadcast the past weeks and who will be 
sponsoring in the coming weeks. June 28 and most of July’s broadcast we do not 
have sponsors for please prayerfully consider sponsoring a radio broadcast.

May 17, 2020 Given in memory of parents and grandparents Rolland and Maxine 
Brady by Allen and Barb McAlister and family.
May 24, 2020 Given by Butch and Helen Grabau in thankfulness to God for good 
health and their family.
May 31, 2020 Given by Daryl and Beth Sauer in thankfulness to God for the 
blessings in their lives.
June 7, 2020 Given by Gene and Lois Auringer in thankfulness to God for their 66th 
wedding anniversary they will celebrate June 6th   
June 14, 2020 In memory of Edward Andree given by his wife Lorraine Andree.
June 21, 2020 In memory of Bob and Jan Schulz given by their family.
June 28, 2020

You can listen to the radio broadcast live on KAUS Radio Sunday mornings at 9:00 
a.m.
We are anxious and look forward to worshiping together again with our St. John’s
 family.
God’s blessing to all of you,  Clayton and Ellen Petersen
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June Birthdays
02 Daniel Meier
03 Connie Louden
05 Donna Peterson
09 Steve Pfeifer
09 Bray Plowe
12 Leihla Wachlin
13 Max Kramer
13 Kristina Thorson
17 Bruce Reistad
17 Caleb Rickard
17 Aislee Steinbrink
18 Barbara Orth
19 Marsha Jensen
25 Robert Bos
25 Nick Downey
26 Kayveon Warner Groleau
27 Robert Bailey
29 Amanda Farrell
30 Sandy Grant

Anniversaries
 06 Eugene & Lois Auringer
06 Kevin & Cyndi Johnson
07 Steve & Debbie Binder
11 Robert & Sara Kruse
15 David & Kate Binder
15 John & Dereen Ernst
21 Donald & Rita Heller
23 Dave & Sandy Grant
23 Joel & Marsha Jensen
24 Vance & Ruth Oelkers
25 Pastor James  Kerri 
Groleau
26 Harold & Virginia Rohne
29 Corbin & Laura Brocker



Board Reports
May, 2020

It was decided by part of the Executive Board of the Church Council to again cancel the May 12 th regular meeting because
of the world-wide COVID-19 pandemic.  Members were invited to submit any reports.

Elders:

Elders met on Monday May 4th. 

Discussed National Day of Prayer for Thursday, May 7th.  There will be a live prayer service from 12:15 to 12:45.

Reviewed congregation contacts.  We will continue to reach out to the congregation.

Discussed possible schedules for reopening worship services after Shelter in Place has been lifted.

June Elder meeting to be determined after Shelter in Place has been lifted..

Concluded with prayers and the Lord's Prayer 

Trustees:

Janitors will do minimal cleaning of the building.  The summertime outdoor maintenance of the grounds and around the 
building has been arranged.

Social Ministry:

Pastor James and Tim Carlson met with us to discuss the National Day of Prayer on May 7,2020.  Pastor and Tim had 
done a lot of workGetting it set up.  They had slots of twenty minutes for people to sign up for to pray.  A number of slots 
had been filled, but many more were still available.  The dividers were already set up, so people could keep their social 
distancing. Pam Waters had made some signs indicating the directions people should come and go in to keep the social 
distancing.  A number of pamphlets were available with suggestions for prayers.

We talked about Pastor John and Carol leaving on May 27, 2020.  We talked about having a drive-by at Church with 
Pastor John and Carol standing by the west entrance to the Church under the canopy while people could drive by and 
wave, post signs in their cars, honk their horns, etc. to let them know that we will miss them.  The drive-by will be at 2:00 
on Sunday May 24.  If the weather is bad and the stay at home decree has been lifted, we could have cake and coffee 
inside.  We would like to video tape the drive-by.  Sharry Watkins will get a box to collect any cards that people might 
bring.  Pam Waters will make signs and bring balloons.  Pam will contact Meals on Wheels (Pastor John and Carol deliver
Meals on Wheels) to let them know and Sharry will contact the Courtyard, where John and Carol live, to see about posting
information there to let the other residents know about the Drive-by.Pastor closed with prayer.           

Stewardship:

With Carol moving from Austin, the board is now down to 3 members. We need members of the congregation to 
volunteer to serve on the board. As of now, there will be 2 stewardship board seats open for election at the next Voter's 
meeting.

It is appropriate to remind congregational members that the operating expenses of our church has not decreased during 
these recent months. Donations need to remain at least at the level prior to the shutdown.

Youth and Family:

The rummage sale has been postponed until late summer, but people can bring the stuff to the church; there is a place to 
store it.  Call the office or pastor first.

New Business: 
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We plan on having a council on Tuesday, June 2, with the following new business:

Can we have the Voters meeting in July...  Noon lunch - or not...

   Sale of the parsonage...

   Election of officers...

   Anything else that needs to be discussed...

Respectfully submitted:  Donna Bailey, Council Secretary

Grants assist church workers impacted by pandemic
A Lutheran school teacher who was unexpectedly furloughed. A school secretary struggling to afford groceries 
now that the office is closed. A pastor who can’t quite make the mortgage payment this month.

These are a few examples of the ordained, commissioned and lay church workers who could receive a special 
Soldiers of the Cross grant from The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) to help cover their expenses 
amid the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. As of April 30, $321,452 had been distributed in 229 
grants to workers across the Synod.

Since 2004, the Soldiers of the Cross program has traditionally delivered emergency financial support and 
pastoral care to rostered professional church workers in crisis. In early April, as churches and schools across 
the country were shutting down to help stem the spread of the coronavirus, the program’s scope was 
expanded. Now any employee of an LCMS church, school, Recognized Service Organization or institution can 
request a one-time assistance grant through their district.

Initially, $2.5 million was earmarked for this COVID-19 response — $1 million from Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund and $1.5 million from the LCMS, pulled from contributions previously given for Soldiers of the Cross, 
LCMS World Relief and Human Care, and LCMS Disaster Response. The LCMS also is encouraging ongoing 
donations to help even more workers.

“In this tumultuous time that we’re going through as a country, we’re also seeing that affecting our church 
workers in very tangible, financial ways,” said the Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, director of LCMS Disaster 
Response, who is currently overseeing the Soldiers of the Cross response. “This is a way that we can help our 
church workers who are going through a financial hardship.”

The LCMS Minnesota South District has already given out 86 grants to workers, 79 of which went to lay 
workers at the district’s preschools and day cares. To the money received from the Soldiers of the Cross 
grants, the district added 20 percent from its own Worker Wellness fund.

“Given our number of early childhood centers and preschool day cares, we anticipated that the greatest 
immediate need for assistance would be among our lay preschool and day care teachers. Many were 
furloughed, laid off or had hours greatly reduced because of the pandemic,” said the Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford,
president of the Minnesota South District.

“Recipients express their gratitude, often noting how the aid is a blessing allowing them to pay bills, rent or 
mortgages, or simply purchase groceries that they would otherwise be scrambling to pay without their normal 
income,” Woodford continued.

Johnson expects the number of requests to grow substantially in the coming months, as churches and schools 
make decisions about the future.
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“COVID-19 is a temporary niche for Soldiers of the Cross this year, but the program has been around for 
years,” Johnson said, noting that he hopes the program will be around for many years to come as a way the 
church can continue to care for those who serve.

To learn more about Soldiers of the Cross or give a gift to support the Synod’s workers, visit lcms.org/soldiers-
of-the-cross/COVID-19.
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St. John's Lutheran Church Financial Recap
January 1, 2020 through April 30, 2020

Undesignated Assets Balance 1/1/20      Activity     alance 4/30/20      Notes     
Cash $199,211.92 $7,708.78 $206,920.70 Undesignated Assets
Prepaids/Other Assets 13,831.09 3,457.66 17,288.75 represent the funds
Buildings & Land 3,096,411.00 0.00 3,096,411.00 available for general
Liabilities (5,169.27) 339.25 (4,830.02) operating purposes.

Net Operating Income (Loss) $11,505.69 

Designated Assets
Building Fund 107,467.19 (4,482.22) 102,984.97 Designated Assets
Needy Family Fund 1,667.08 (500.00) 1,167.08 represent all of the
Women's Ministry Fund 1,923.46 0.00 1,923.46 various funds that 
Rachel's Hope Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 can be contributed to
Musical Equipment Fund 283.68 0.00 283.68 for the designated
Library Books Fund 394.17 100.00 494.17 purpose.
Choir Robes Fund 3,111.00 0.00 3,111.00 
Memorial Fund 14,481.11 6,940.10 21,421.21 
Praise Band Fund 3,135.40 0.00 3,135.40 
Youth Fund 7,117.18 (259.78) 6,857.40 
Scrip Fund 15,452.11 (15,452.11) 0.00 
Sumner School Fund 8,746.72 0.00 8,746.72 
Endowment Fund 41,316.30 0.00 41,316.30 

205,095.40 191,441.39 
Increase (Decrease) in Designated Assets ($13,654.01)
Net Income (Loss) ($2,148.32)
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