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THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Through Jesus Christ, we
proclaim God’s Word,

encourage one another in faith,
witness to God’s love and

serve all people.

Church Office Hours

Monday- Thursday 8:30-12

Message from Pastor James

Jesus said, “I tell you, do not be 
anxious about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink, nor about 
your body, what you will put on. Is 
not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds 
of the air: they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not of more value than they? And 
which of you by being anxious can 
add a single hour to his span of life? 
And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. But if God so clothes 
the grass of the field, which today is 
alive and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? Therefore 
do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For the 
Gentiles seek after all these things, 
and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them all. But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you. Therefore do 
not be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble.”

I want to address some things this 
month about the virus that has so 
quickly changed our world. More 
specifically, I want prompt us to think 
about how we as Christians are called
to respond in times like this. 
Obviously we are called to be wise 
and responsible. We should carefully 
consider all the recommended 
precautions from the CDC and other 
officials. As Christians, we should 

demonstrate sanity and sympathy, 
and take one day at a time. Above all 
we should pray. We should pray for 
those affected, for the tireless 
workers caring for those them, and 
for the international authorities who 
are working to deal with this virus. As 
Christians, we are called to all those 
things.

There are two main things that Jesus 
teaches us in the passage above. Two 
things that have stabilized and 
inspired many in times like these as 
they have come and gone throughout
history. 

First we should never have an 
unbiblical divide between the sacred 
and the secular, the spiritual and the 
physical. Remember, who is Jesus. He
is the eternal Word made flesh. They 
are always together. In the 
foreground right now is this 
pandemic. On our minds right now 
are the frightening possibilities we 
are hearing about all day, every day, 
but we must remember this is only 
part of the picture. 

There are also divine spiritual realities
and promises that are meant to put 
all of this into the right perspective. 
This is what Jesus is explaining to us. 
He is not dismissing the immediate 
cares and needs, but He does want us
to see that is not the whole picture. 
He wants us to see our needs in light 
of God’s Fatherly character and 
kingdom. It is in the light of that 
background, that Jesus teaches us to 
do two things: The first is something 
to avoid; the second is something to 
pursue.

The first thing we’re told is, “Do not 
be anxious.” The second thing were 
told is, “Seek first the kingdom of 
God.” 
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Jesus says it three times in this 
passage, “do not be anxious.” Jesus 
wants us to feel peace. What is the 
reason of our peace? It is the truth 
that, in Christ, God is our loving 
heavenly Father. He sees, He hears, 
He knows. He cares, and He supplies. 
Peter repeated that when he said, 
“Cast all your anxieties on him for He 
cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)

The problem is too often we are only 
focused on the what is in front of our 
eyes. We are focused on the wrong 
things and asking the wrong 
questions. Jesus says, “Look at the 
birds of the air and the lilies of the 
field.” Who feeds them? Who dresses
them? God! Jesus wants us to see the
spiritual. He wants us to understand 
that behind every good thing is the 
loving sustaining hand of our 
heavenly Father. Times like these 
should cause us to remember such 
things. Because if we don’t there is 
ultimately no long-term solution for 
our anxiety.

People ask, “So where is God?” Why 
do we ask this question only in the 
hard times? When the sun is shining, 
and times are good, and life is 
comfortable we generally don’t ask, 
“Where is God?” Sin blinds us to 
God’s goodness. So, when times are 
good we tend to ignore God, but 
when times are bad we tend to blame
God. Sin blinds us to God’s loving 

care. Where is God? God is with us. 
He is carefully and sovereignly in 
control of it all. He is our ever-present
help in time of need.

The problem isn’t with God, the 
problem is with us. The problem is we
too often forget this. Jesus is calling 
our hearts to see with the eyes of 
faith. Anxiety comes from obsessing 
over the wrong things, and asking the
wrong question: What if…? What if 
this happens? What if that happens? 
“What if…” breeds anxiety, worry, 
and fear, because we don’t know 
what tomorrow will bring.

The question that brings peace and 
hope is “Who is…?” Who is our my 
God? What do we profess to believe 
as Christians? “I believe in God the 
Father Almighty…” That’s it! Where is 
your focus? What questions are you 
churning over in your heart and 
mind? 

Jesus says, “Lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven.” Invest in eternal
things. Don’t put your ultimate hope 
in this life, put it in the next life. How 
do we do that. Jesus tells us to love 
our neighbor as ourselves, to go the 
extra mile, to turn the other cheek, 
and to give to our own hurt.

To “seek first the kingdom of God” 
involves remembering our hope of 
heaven and demonstrating the love 
of Christ. The greater security of our 

hope in heaven frees us to 
demonstrate the love of Christ here. 
Christianity grew in the early 
centuries because of the care and 
compassion that Christians showed 
for the poor and the sick during times
like those we face right now.

Have you come to that place? Can 
you say with Paul, “For me to live is 
Christ and to die is gain”? Do you 
have the hope of heaven? We don’t 
know what that might mean for us in 
the coming months, but we can be 
sure it doesn’t mean hoarding toilet 
paper and hiding in the basement. It 
looks like Jesus and a cross. It looks 
like running towards the needs not 
running from them. 

When you have put your faith in 
Christ you can remember the power 
and possibility to “not be anxious” 
and to “seek first the kingdom” is 
possible. It is possible because Jesus 
said, “My peace I give you.” The fruits
of His Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience… all of the qualities He 
wants in our lives.

In this fragile and fallen world, as 
people who call ourselves Christians, 
we are called to bear witness to the 
kingdom of Christ. In the coming 
weeks and months, may the Lord lead
us in how to do that in creative and 
helpful ways.

Pastor James.

FROGs (Faithful Retired Old Guys) 

IF YOU ARE RETIRED, JOIN US THE 1ST TUESDAY MORNING OF EACH (MAY 05) AT 9:00 for coffee and donuts and
sometimes a small project to help out around the church. See you there.

ST. JOHN  ’S MEN’S BREAKFAST CLUB   – MEN OF ALL AGES FROM ST. JOHN'S MEET FOR A CASUAL BREAKFAST AND CONVERSATION 
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH  (MAY 16) A  T 7:30 AM, AT BARLEY'S FAMILY RESTAURANT. 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER.  DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR THANKSGIVING? COMMEND IT TO THE LORD THROUGH 
YOUR OWN PRAYERS, BUT ALSO THROUGH THE LOVING SERVICE OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN. IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM YOU WOULD LIKE 
INCLUDED ON THE PRAYER CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM LUEHMANN AT 437-7619 OR Miriam.Luehmann@icloud.com.
PRAYER MINISTRY. . . WILL BE RIGHT AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE BY THE ORGAN.  WE PRAY FOR OTHERS… WE 
PRAY FOR YOU.  ALL REMAINS CONFIDENTIAL.  BRING YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS OR HURTS AND WE WILL PETITION 
THE LORD WITH YOU.  QUESTIONS?  FEEL FREE TO CALL CAROL SCHLEICHER AT 396-8420.
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Together in the Word

Sunday: Adult Bible class at 10:25 a.m. led by Pastor James (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday: Total Forgiveness at 10:25 led by Thad Kusick (across from office)

Tuesday: Women’s Bible study at 1:00 p.m. led by Sandy Groleau, LCMS Lay 
Minister. All ladies are welcome. 

Thursday: Crossways at 10:00 a.m. Study the entire Bible in two years. Led by Sandy 
Groleau, LCMS Lay Minister. New members always welcome.

Thursday: Men’s Bible study at 5:00 p.m. - a topical study on wisdom from the book of Proverbs, led by Dave 
Ruhnke. 

Thursday: Gray Matters meets at Perkins Restaurant at 7:30 p.m. Join them for a free-flowing discussion.

Ruby’s Pantry in Austin

Grace Lutheran Church 2001 6th Avenue SE Austin, MN 55912 
3rd Thursday of the Month Doors open at 4:00 pm Distribution 5:00-6:30 pm

If you are interested in learning more about Ruby’s Pantry or volunteering at a Pantry, please contact them.
651-674-0009

goodnews@rubyspantry.org       www.rubyspantry.org
         

Volunteer Schedule
May Ushers

Head Usher: Randy Graff

Sunday morning:  Darrel Bahn, Larry Waters, Dick Heuton      
                                                

   
May Communion Assistants
April 05 

                                                April 19 

May Lectors
03 Carol Schleicher
10 Donna Bailey
17
24 Kara Grant
31 Dick Heuton
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Pastor James Office Hours

Monday 9-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday 9-11:30 a.m.

Thursday 9-11:30 a.m.

              On Tuesday Pastor James is working at home but can be reached by phone: 320-336-8149       

May Birthdays for Shut-Ins
  

No birthdays in May.
Our shut-ins would appreciate a card, phone call or visit
 DURING THE MONTH. A LIST OF ALL THE SHUT-INS IS ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS     

Join us this National Day of Prayer – Thursday May 7th, 2020

“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” (James 5:14)

St John’s will again be observing the National Day of Prayer on Thursday May 7th with a Prayer Vigil and mid-
day prayer worship service. 

A National Day of Prayer has had a long history in our country, going back to George Washington and the War 
for Independence. Abraham Lincoln called for a Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving during the Civil War that 
become our Thanksgiving Holiday we observe each November. President Truman signed a bill in 1952 that 
each President declare a National Day of Prayer, and President Ronald Reagan amended the law in 1988 so 
that the National Day of Prayer be observed the 1st Thursday in May. This is May 7th this year.

A Prayer Vigil will start at 8am on Thursday May 7th and continue until 12 noon and then again from 1pm to 
8pm, in the Chapel at St John’s. Please call the office to sign up for a 20 minute time period to pray for and 
consider the many blessings we have been granted. Pray for family, friends, Church, state and Country, as well 
as your own petitions. A prayer guide will be provided to assist you.

The mid-day Prayer service will be from 12:15-12:45 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Pastor James will lead this service 
of Prayer, hymns and Psalms. Invite your friends, all are welcome.

Please consider joining us on this National Day of Prayer by signing up for one 20 minute prayer period (or 
more) or attending the mid-day Prayer Service. We would like to have all 12 morning periods filled as well as 
the 21 afternoon/evening periods so there are continuous prayers offered throughout this 2020 National Day 
of Prayer. Sign-up sheets are in the office, please call to reserve your time. We would like to see all spots filled.

“the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayers…” (1 Peter 3: 12) 

BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY / BOARD OF ELDERS
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“SIMPLE  COINCIDENCE  ”  OR  “GOD’S-INTERFERENCE”?  
TEAM-St. John’s, the Stewardship Board is looking for evidences of 
God’s surprising you (or another) with His perfectly-timed helps, that 
cannot be logically explained, other than being called “miraculous.”   
“God’s perfectly-timed surprises” would be pretty exciting to share on
the Stewardship page of upcoming newsletters, but the format would 
be yours.  No agenda.  Thank you, in advance.  Please contact Board 
members, Stan R., or NEW MEMBER, Wayne Strouf.  Wayne’s 
volunteering to join our Board is another “God’s-interference.”  

Examples of God’s Interference, by Carol Schleicher:                                                             

On our December trip to Florida, we blew a tire, by Carol’s driving 
over a metal “something,” as we entered Interstate 10, near 
Tallahassee, after our great visit with Gene and Lois Auringer. We 
called our car’s Help-Line, and a tow truck was to be sent out.  In less 
than a minute, a pick-up truck pulled into the entrance ramp’s grassy 
edge.  We thanked the neon-orange jacketed man for his very prompt
answering the phone call.  Wrong help!  God had sent a Florida Road 
Ranger, who had seen us on one of their Florida area-cameras.  Randy
changed our tire, directed us to the couple of nearest hotels, and he 
wouldn’t take any payment.  Randy, our “Road R’angel” was a 
Christian, and he said that every day he sees God’s miracles, in 
helping people to safety. Thank YOU for THIS miracle!In Iowa City, a 
man “paid it forward” for our little convenience-store lunches.  Just 
prior to his gift, another shopper brewed my cup of “coffee-bean 
coffee,” saying, “I wanted to help you to get the GOOD stuff.”  Thank 
YOU, Lord, for blessing us, as we said, “We’ve seen God today!”
1 Thess. 5:16-18---“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in 
all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
Jeremiah 29:11---“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”
Philippians 4:19---“And my God will meet all your needs according to 
His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”                                                            
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May Birthdays

 03 Jon Ruhnke
 04 Laura Brocker
 04 Sharry Watkins
 05 Kevin Johnson
 06 Blake Kruse
 08 Robert Kruse
 08 Diane Waksdahl
 09 Michael Adeleke
 09 Morgan Caron
 09 Winnie Greenlee
 09 Sharon Kamp
 09 Nelainy Seinbrink
 11 Nicole Meyer
 12 Bonnie Bos
 13 Abigail Muller
 14 Wendy Brandt
 16 Dianne Bahn
 16 Truman Swedberg
 18 Todd Wessels
 19 Allison Ernst
 21 Zoe Kewatt
 21 Ryan VanPelt
 24 Joseph Chiarelli
 24 Tammy Watkisn
 25 Jason Grant
 25 Steven Lonergan
 26 Deloris Harber
 26 Zachary Wessels
 27 Ezyia Shuster
 29 Merrill Meier
 29 Mark Thorson
 31 Tony Muller
 

May Anniversaries

 06 Robert & Shirley Bos
14 Stacey & Kristie Rupe 
16 Jesse & Amber Collins
17 Ben & Brianna Farrell
19 Eric & Nicole Zoske
 28 Ben & Nicole Meyer



Fellow Members of St. Johns,

We would like to thank everyone for supporting the Radio Broadcast.  The broadcast is
an important outreach to our community in normal circumstances!  Now that we are 
faced with this health crisis in our country it is even more important to continue 
supporting St. Johns Radio Broadcast.  There is not away for us to know how many 
people this broadcast reaches but we are thankful to be able to continue this ministry 
because of your continued support.  If you would like to make a donation to St. John’s 
Radio Broadcast you can mail your donation to St. John’s or to my home, Ellen 
Petersen 2805 5th AVE SW, Austin, MN 55912.  The weekly fee is $150.00 you can 
donate the total amount or any part of the amount.  I would like to also let everyone 
know who has sponsored the broadcast the past weeks and who will be sponsoring in 
the coming weeks. After the May 10th broadcast we have many weeks without 
sponsors.

March 15, 2020 Given by Rosalie Seltz in memory of her husband Dick Seltz and their 
parents Rev. and Mrs. Paul Seltz and Mr. and Mrs. Willard Critchfield.
March 22, 2020 In memory of Ken Engelhardt given by Jon and Ginger Engelhardt and
family and friends.
March 29, 2020 Given in Memory of Ellen Petersen’s Mother Lillian West and her 
Brother Arthur Shadduck, by family and friends.
April 5, 2020 Given by Gerhard Wollenburg and family and friends in memory of his 
wife Lucille Wollenburg.
April 12, 2020 Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ervin Graff, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Graff, Mr.
& Mrs. Vernon Graff, Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Graff, Chester & Louis Graff, Ralph & Loraine 
Wright, by the Graff family.
April 19, 2020 Given in Memory of Mary Siegfreid by family and friends
April 26, 2020 Given in memory of Wanita Pfeifer by her husband Gene Pfeifer and 
family and friends
May 3, 2020 Given in memory of Mark Auringer by his wife Sandy and his children 
Matthew and Brittney and family and friends.
May 10, 2020 Given in Memory of Ellen Petersen’s Mother Lillian West and her Brother
Arthur Shadduck, by family and friends.
You can listen to the radio broadcast live on KAUS Radio Sunday mornings at 9:00 
a.m.

We are anxious and look forward to worshiping together again with our St. John’s 
family.

God’s blessing to all of you,
Clayton and Ellen Petersen
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Scripture-memory challenge

By Stacey Egger 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) has a suggestion for how to spend some of your free time 
during the pandemic: memorize verses of Scripture together!

On March 25, LCMS Director of Worship and International Center (IC) Chaplain Rev. Sean Daenzer issued the
Psalm 91 Challenge over LCMS social media, encouraging members of the Synod to memorize the psalm over
a couple of weeks.

LCMS Communications decided to take the opportunity to launch a memory initiative that had been in the 
works for several months.

“Psalm 1 teaches us that it is blessed to meditate on the Word of God day and night,” said Dr. Kevin Armbrust, 
director of Editorial for LCMS Communications. “We in LCMS Communications had been talking about 
providing a Bible passage each week for the Synod to meditate on and memorize together. Our unity is in 
Christ and in His Word, so we wanted to provide an opportunity for the people of the LCMS to be united in 
memorizing Scripture.

“When Chaplain Daenzer started encouraging us to memorize some psalms, we knew this was the perfect 
opportunity to begin posting a weekly memory verse.”

The verses will be selected primarily from the Gospels and Epistles. Most of the selections will be short, just 
one or two verses at a time.

Daenzer said that memorizing Scripture is a valuable practice for Christians, even in a digital age.

“We’re so connected with everything digitally, and we have information at our fingertips,” Daenzer said. “But if 
that were to ever go out, what would we know? Almost nothing.

 We never know when persecution may come, when technology or even access to Bibles and churches may 
go away. We’re getting a taste of that now in the quarantine time. So, it drives home the point that we need to 
have Scripture … on our hearts and our minds.”

Daenzer offered a few tips for effective memorization:  

“Small, short bites, repeated many times, are way better than one giant ‘cram’ session. Take two minutes 

every night and say it through twice together, or once in the morning and once in the evening.” 

“Music always helps us to memorize more easily and then to retain it. Sing anything that can be sung, either 

to a tune you know, or to a simple tone like one of the psalm tones in the hymnal.” 

“If you have a Bible translation that you’ve started memorizing in, don’t feel like you have to switch 

translations whenever a new one comes along. Whatever you’re familiar with will be just fine.”

To access memory verse challenges, visit lcms.org/memoryverse or the LCMS Facebook page at 

facebook.com/TheLCMS. 

Page 7

https://www.facebook.com/TheLCMS
https://www.lcms.org/memoryverse


May, 2020
NEWSLETTER 

ST. JOHN’S NEWS 

Page 8

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1200 13th Avenue NW 
Austin, MN 55912 

Return Service Requested  

U S Postage 
Paid 

Permit No. 82 
Austin, MN 
Non-Profit 

Organization 


