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THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
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Through Jesus Christ, we
proclaim God’s Word,

encourage one another in faith,
witness to God’s love and

serve all people.

Message from Pastor James
As the cooler weather settles in on 
us, we find ourselves turning on 
the furnace, putting on warmer 
clothes and covering up in warmer 
blankets to chase away the chill. 
We anticipate the holidays (an old 
English pronunciation of “the holy 
days”) and the celebrations coming
soon. We often reminisce about 
those of time past. Plans will be 
made and meals prepared as we 
gather with friends and family. We
have so many things for which to 
be thankful. In all of that 
thanksgiving let us not forget the 
God who gave all that for which 
we can give thanks.

St. Paul wrote,

“You received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so continue to 
live as Christ’s people. 
Sink your roots in him and 
build on him. Be 
strengthened by the faith 
that you were taught, and 
overflow with 
thanksgiving. (Colossians 
2:6-7) 

I recently came across a quote that 
went something like:

“let us abound in   
thanksgiving with every 
beat of our hearts.” 

Can you imagine if we were so 
thankful that our every heart beat 
was filled with thanks to God for 
His good and gracious gifts? That 
is something it may seem to 
difficult to aspire. The truth is our 
minds wander and the busyness of 
the day distracts our thoughts. 
Often our vast blessings are taken 
for granted or even become those 

things which we believe we 
deserve. On the other hand we
may find ourselves suffering 
from:  illness, depression, 
loneliness or financial strain. 
Our trials distract us from the 
thanksgiving in which we 
should hold and rest. It is 
difficult to be thankful during 
the hard times. Still Saint Paul
encourages us:

“Always be joyful. 
Never stop praying. 
Whatever happens, 
give thanks, because 
it is God’s will in 
Christ Jesus that you 
do this.” 

   (1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18)

How can we be thankful 
always? The answer of course 
is only in Jesus. In Holy 
Baptism we are blessed with 
saving faith. It is in Jesus that 
we find our hope, our life, in 
fact our very being. It is 
through faith that we can 
abound in thanksgiving 
always. Be thankful that you 
have been called to Christ 
though the Holy Spirit, and 
called a child of God our 
heavenly Father. Those Holy 
Baptismal waters make you 
clean, blessed and thankful.

We also receive Jesus in the 
Lord’s Supper. His body and 
blood given for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Now that 
is something for which we can
be truly thankful. It is there 
that we receive forgiveness 
for our sins and the 
unwavering dependable 
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promise of eternal life for all who 
come with humble repentant 
hearts. As you might know the 
Lord's Super is sometimes referred
to as Holy Eucharist. The word 
‘Eucharist’ is a Greek word that 
means 'Thanksgiving.' As you 
come to the Lord's Supper, the 

“Holy Thanksgiving,” come with 
thanksgiving in your hearts. 
Receive Christ’s body and blood 
and whisper in your heart, “thank 
you Jesus for all that You have 
done.” Give thanks to God for the 
miraculous wonders found in His 
Word and Sacraments. 

Let us use this time of 
celebration and hope as an 
opportunity to invite family, 
friends and neighbors to 
church to enjoy with us the 
salvation our Lord provides.

Pastor James

Daily Reading/Praying Challenge:

11/01 Psalm 33
11/02 Psalm 34
11/03 Psalm 35
11/04 Psalm 36
11/05 Psalm 37
11/06 Psalm 38
11/07 Psalm 39
11/08 Psalm 40
11/09 Psalm 41
11/10 Psalm 42
11/11 Psalm 43
11/12 Psalm 44
11/13 Psalm 45
11/14 Psalm 46
11/15 Psalm 47
11/16 Psalm 48
11/17 Psalm 49
11/18 Psalm 50
11/19 Psalm 51
11/20 Psalm 52
11/21 Psalm 53
11/22 Psalm 54
11/23 Psalm 55
11/24 Psalm 56
11/25 Psalm 57
11/26 Psalm 58
11/27 Psalm 59
11/28 Psalm 60
11/29 Psalm 61
11/30 Psalm 62

12/01 Psalm 63
12/02 Psalm 64
12/03 Psalm 65
12/04 Psalm 66
12/05 Psalm 67
12/06 Psalm 68
12/07 Psalm 69
12/08 Psalm 70
12/09 Psalm 71
12/10 Psalm 72
12/11 Psalm 73
12/12 Psalm 74
12/13 Psalm 75
12/14 Psalm 76
12/15 Psalm 77
12/16 Psalm 78
12/17 Psalm 79
12/18 Psalm 80
12/19 Psalm 81
12/20 Psalm 82
12/21 Psalm 83
12/22 Psalm 84
12/23 Psalm 85
12/24 Psalm 86
12/25 Psalm 87
12/26 Psalm 88
12/27 Psalm 89
12/28 Psalm 90
12/29 Psalm 91
12/30 Psalm 92

12/31 Psalm 93
01/01 Psalm 94
01/02 Psalm 95
01/03 Psalm 96
01/04 Psalm 97
01/05 Psalm 98
01/06 Psalm 99
01/07 Psalm 100
01/08 Psalm 101
01/09 Psalm 102
01/10 Psalm 103
01/11 Psalm 104
01/12 Psalm 105
01/13 Psalm 106
01/14 Psalm 107
01/15 Psalm 108
01/16 Psalm 109
01/17 Psalm 110
01/18 Psalm 111
01/19 Psalm 112
01/20 Psalm 113
01/21 Psalm 114
01/22 Psalm 115
01/23 Psalm 116
01/24 Psalm 117
01/25 Psalm 118
01/26 Psalm 119
01/27 Psalm 120
01/28 Psalm 121
01/29 Psalm 122

01/30 Psalm 123
01/31 Psalm 124
02/01 Psalm 125
02/02 Psalm 126
02/03 Psalm 127
02/04 Psalm 128
02/05 Psalm 129
02/06 Psalm 130
02/07 Psalm 131
02/08 Psalm 132
02/09 Psalm 133
02/10 Psalm 134
02/11 Psalm 135
02/12 Psalm 136
02/13 Psalm 137
02/14 Psalm 138
02/15 Psalm 139
02/16 Psalm 140
02/17 Psalm 141
02/18 Psalm 142
02/19 Psalm 143
02/20 Psalm 144
02/21 Psalm 145
02/22 Psalm 146
02/23 Psalm 147
02/24 Psalm 148
02/25 Psalm 149
02/26 Psalm 150

Ash Wednesday
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Together in the Word

Sunday: Adult Bible class at 10:25 a.m. led by Pastor James

Tuesday: Women’s Bible study at 1:00 p.m. led by Sandy Groleau, LCMS Lay Minister. 
All ladies are welcome. 

Thursday: Crossways at 10:00 a.m. Study the entire Bible in two years. Led by Sandy 
Groleau, LCMS Lay Minister. New members always welcome.

Thursday: Men’s Bible study at 5:00 p.m. led by Dave Ruhnke. Watch the bulletin for details.

Thursday: Gray Matters meets at Perkins Restaurant at 7:30 p.m. Join them for a free-flowing discussion.

    
           

Volunteer Schedule
November Ushers

Head Usher: Randy Graff
Thursday evening: Clayton Petersen, Gene Pfeifer,

           Rocky Schammel
Sunday morning: Lyndon Grabau, Dave Watkins, Sharry Watkins Ron Shatek      

                                                   

November Communion Assistants
Nov.3 – Thad Kusick

                                               Nov. 17 – Nathan Wradislavsky

November Lectors
03 Dick Heuton
10 Donna Bailey
17 Larry Waters
24 Carol Schleicher
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GREAT NEWS!
GREAT  NEWS---WE’RE “IN” THE RACE TO THE FINISH!

As in Twin’s Baseball, it’s time!  Here’s a “walk-the-talk” message, TEAM!   Our TEAM-St. John’s “Stewardship 
Focus” this fall, is GOD’S focus for each believer:

Acts 20:24---"I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race, and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the glory of God’s grace.”                                                                   

How do YOU carry out that task?  Do you know how YOU best testify for Him?  Do you KNOW your own God-
given “Spiritual DNA” or design, already in place/ readied for YOUR testifying for Him?  TEAM-St.John’s needs 
YOU… to know.  As in Twins’ baseball, a teammate needs to confidently know HOW he/she can help the team 
to do well, in each’s own God-given abilities and knowledge.  So… Stewardship Sunday, Nov. 17, 2019, IS a 
date to circle!  Please plan to attend worship, and plan to be excited to see our “Kids’ TEAM” in action, 
“testifying” in the Children’s Message.   Please plan also to attend the ONE Adult Class that Sunday---“GOD’S 
DESIGN for YOU!”  We will mark the easy and fun “yes or no” questionnaire, for which there are NO “right or 
wrong” answers.  God made YOU, and He’ll be smiling, as you smile, to mark PRIVATE statements like these:

I am NOT judgmental of others.
I like to work under pressure.

I must “make sense” out of everything.
I can make money easily. 

As you read, this Spiritual DNA/Design Identification is of each believer’s dominant REDEMPTIVE gift/ strength,
out of the list of seven, in Romans 12:6-8.    There are other spiritual gifts’ lists, which are more familiar.  The 
“Offices List” in Ephesians 4:11-12 ( apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers) emphasizes the building
up of the Body of Christ (the Church.)  The “Manifestation- of- the- Spirit List” in I Corinthians 12: 4-11, and the
“Love List,”  in I Peter 4: 8-11 include our “comfort zones”--hospitality, serving, caring, etc. Since God has 
gifted YOU with His DNA for you, plan to celebrate it…in YOU!   Fulfillment is coming, as you live out further 
what He has planned.  Easy!    

 These New Testament Scripture verses will encourage you, until Nov. 17, 2019, when you join your St. John’s 
teammates in special worship, fun in the Children’s Message, and smiles and food in the “GOD’S DESIGN for 
YOU!” Class and questionnaire.  Youth…. and children, accompanied by adults, are welcome, too.  Our 
Stewardship Board hopes to see all of you!  GO TEAM!

STRIVE TO SEE THINGS FROM GOD’S PERSPECTIVE.                                                   
Colossians 3:1-2—“Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”

KEEP “LOOKING UP!”                                                                                    
2 Corinthians 4:17-18---"For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory, that far 
outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
FOCUS ON DOING THE “TO-DOS” THAT PLEASE GOD; HE WILL BRING BLESSINGS.
1 Corinthians 15:58---“Therefore, my dear brothers, (and sisters ,) stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”
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November Birthdays for Shut-Ins
  

17 Marilyn Koch

                   
Our shut-ins would appreciate a card, phone call or visit
 DURING THE MONTH. A LIST OF ALL THE SHUT-INS IS ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS     

________________________________________________________________________________________

Ruby’s Pantry in Austin

Grace Lutheran Church 2001 6th Avenue SE Austin, MN 55912 
3rd Thursday of the Month Doors open at 4:00 pm Distribution 5:00-6:30 pm

Ruby’s Pantry could not exist without the hard work of dedicated volunteers at each of the 
Pop-Up Pantry sites. These volunteers work to ensure that families have the broadest 
selection of foods and good possible.

If you are interested in learning more about Ruby’s Pantry or volunteering at a Pantry, 
please contact them.
651-674-0009
goodnews@rubyspantry.org
www.rubyspantry.org
__________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Ministry. . . will be right after worship service by the organ.  We pray for 
others… we pray for you.  All remains confidential.  Bring your special needs or 
hurts and we will petition the Lord with you.  Questions?  Feel free to call Carol 
Schleicher at 396-8420. 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER.  DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR THANKSGIVING? 
COMMEND IT TO THE LORD THROUGH YOUR OWN PRAYERS, BUT ALSO THROUGH THE LOVING 
SERVICE OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN. IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM YOU WOULD LIKE INCLUDED ON THE PRAYER 
CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM LUEHMANN AT 437-7619 OR 
MIRIAM.LUEHMANN@ICLOUD.COM.

FROGs (Faithful Retired Old Guys) 

CALLING ALL RETIRED GUYS! JOINS US AT THE CHURCH ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
(NOV. 5). FROGS OFFERS BOTH A SOCIAL COMPONENT AND A VOLUNTEER COMPONENT. COME THE

FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH FOR COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP. WE WILL ALSO BE LOOKING FOR 
IDEAS TO SERVE, DOING GENERAL MAINTENANCE OR UPKEEP ACTIVITIES OR OTHER CREATIVE WAYS TO 
SERVE THE LORD HERE AT ST. JOHN’S. VOLUNTEER TO SERVE IF YOU WANT. IF NOT, JUST COME FOR 
THE FELLOWSHIP. ALL ARE WELCOME...JUST SHOW UP!

St. John  ’s Men’s Breakfast Club   – Despite the formal sounding name we are all 
about casual and informal. No commitment, no attendance, no oath of silence. Just 
come when you can for breakfast and fellowship on the third Saturday of each 
month (Nov. 16) at 7:30 am, at Barley’s Family Restaurant.
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November Birthdays
02 Sydney Rupe
04 Laura Grant
07 Dick Heuton
07 Harlan Koch
11 Helen Grabau
11 Cyndi Johnson
15 Devon Maas
17 Steve Binder
17 Marilyn Koch
17 Larry Waters
23 Kathleen Lange
26 Jodi VanPelt
27 Ava Grinstead
27 Stan Rasmussen
29 Michael Brandt

Anniversaries
09 Richard & Annette
       Kiehne
19 Wisley & Dorothee
      Ochoro
21 Gene & Wanita Pfeifer
24 Jerry & Myla Anderson
27 Doug & Donna
          Perterson
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2019 Christmas Tea
December 12, 2019

“THE GIFT” 

The Christmas tea committee has been busy planning another special tea this year.  We 
would like to invite the women and young ladies of St. John’s along with their guests to 
start your Christmas activities by joining us at St. John’s in Schleicher Hall Thursday, 
December 12th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  We will have hot cinnamon tea along with 
tea time treats.  The Christmas Tea will be a time to come and reconnect with your 
friends and Jesus the One whose birth is the reason for the season’s celebrations.  
Secret Sister reveal will be a part of the program.  If you plan on a gift for your Secret 
Sister bring it along with you.  Sign-up sheets will be located on the bulletin boards in 
either entry way soon.  There will be a small charge of $5.00 per person attending which
will be collected at the door that evening.  We hope to see you there for tea, tea time 
treats and fellowship.

The Christmas Tea Committee

Coming soon Secret Sisters sign-up, please consider being a secret sister.  The Secret Sister program allows 
you to be an encourager for a lady or shut-in of our congregation.  You can encourage your secret sister in any 
way that your heart moves you, cards and notes of encouragement are perfect ways of doing this.  Watch the 
bulletin for more details and for when the sign-up sheets will be out. God’s blessing to all! 

New Fellowship Opportunity

Let’s start a new fellowship opportunity by starting a Lunch Bunch. Those interested will go out to lunch 
together once a month.  We can choose a new restaurant each month. Please sign up on the bulletin board 
outside the office or call the church office if you are interested.

We would also like to take an occasional day trip so bring ideas.
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Rachel’s Hope is in need of volunteers!   Do you have a desire to reach out to pregnant women and families 
with young children?  Would you be able to share  the mercy and love of Jesus by offering practical assistance 
in both word and action?  Please consider helping families in our community with your God given talents and 
compassion.  If you would like more information, please call or email Linda at Rachel’s Hope.       437-7595.       
rachelshope1@rachelshope-mn.org

LWML NEWS

Fall is here, the leaves are turning, the garden is put to bed now if we could just have some 
dry weather so we can get the crops in.  The Lord will help us to do that as he always does. 
 Thanksgiving will be here before we know it.   November LWML will be making up the 
college-age care packages to be sent.  We will do this November 5th at 2:30 PM with a short 

meeting.   Hope everyone will attend.  We need you gals to make this a success.   Also, we are looking for any 
ideas for programs that you maybe interested in.  We want LWML to be your LWML

Tract Ministry
Please take note of the new tract ministry board that has been installed in the fellowship hall.  The rack holds 
sermon copies, LWML publications, extra Portals of Prayer as well as pamphlets on various topics.  All of these 
materials are available for anyone to “please take.”
The Evangelism board is intending this tract ministry to be a resource that encourages people to seek God’s 
help for the many issues that life brings.  It will be a Christ-centered asset to give hope and comfort to those in
need.  It is both for congregation members and any and all groups that use the fellowship hall.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
This year the Camp Omega-sponsored Appreciation Event's "target" of appreciation is on those people who 
commit their time and talents to singing in their church choirs.  Ten area-congregation choirs will present a 
warm up for Thanksgiving concert at 2:30 on Sunday, November 24th, at the Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Faribault.  Following the concert, choir members, concert-goers and anyone else who would like to show 
appreciation for these special people, are invited to the Faribault American Legion for a 4:30 happy hour, 
followed by a FREE turkey-and-all-the-trimmings supper.  YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A CHOIR 
MEMBER to join this evening's activity!  I don't need to know if you will join with those at the concert, but f 
you plan to join us at the Legion, you must RSVP to Curt via phone (I still don't know how to text) at 507-330-
5627 or e-mail curt@campomega.org sometime before Monday, November 18th.  Let's show these servants we 
appreciate them and their use of God's gift of singing.  

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL FALL VOTERS’ MEETING OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
HELD AT AUSTIN, MINNESOTA, ON SUNDAY, OCTOBEER 6, 2019, 12:30 P.M.

PURSUANT TO THE BY-LAWS

The annual Fall Voters’ meeting of St. John’s Lutheran Church was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by President Vance 
Oelkers with 27 members present.  

OPENING DEVOTION:   Given by Pastor James Groleau

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Motion was made to accept the secretary’s report, as submitted from May 5, 2019. M/S/P
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TREASURER’S REPORT:  As of the end of August 2019, the Net Operating Income (Loss) $(8,686.94) and Net Increase in 
Designated Assets $3,414.12.  Motion made to accept the treasurer’s report as written.  M/S/P

BOARD REPORTS: Written reports from the Elders, Education, Evangelism, Trustees, Youth and Family and Social 
Ministry Boards were distributed.  Reports included goals and accomplishments to date.  The floor was opened for 
questions of the boards; but there were no questions or discussions.
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:   

Transferred/Released:  Nathan & Jennifer Augustine (Olivia, Caleb, Mykaela)

Funerals:  Lois Jean Clark, Michael Earl Harber, Maxine Brady, Ken Carlson, Marcella Meeker

Weddings:  Tanner & Christina Bergstrom

Baptisms:  Reagan Amanda Tapp, Eleana Grace Cecil, Lucy Grace Gardner

See submitted report for additional information.

OLD BUSINESS:  none

NEW BUSINESS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE BUDGET DISCUSSION & ADOPTION OF 2020 BUDGET: Presenter was Tim Carlson. 
The Finance Committee highlights recap and budget are attached.  Discussion was held on various items with no 
changes.  M/S/P to approve and accept the proposed budget for 2020.

M/S/P to post the income from the sale of Scrip gift cards into the general fund instead of the designated account, and 
also move the scrip fund balance to the general fund, starting January 1, 2020.

Since Pastor and Kerri Groleau purchased a house, M/S/P to sell the parsonage once the Groleaus vacate the house and 
repairs are made.  The trustees are charged with selling the parsonage.

ADJOURNMENT:   1:25 p.m.

CLOSING:  Lord’s Prayer and a personal prayer by Pastor Groleau

Respectfully submitted, Donna Bailey, Council Secretary

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  
DATE:  October 8, 2019

The October 8, 2019, meeting was called to order by President Vance Oelkers at 7:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lori Siegfreid, Beth Saurer, Ruth Oelkers, Darrel Bahn, Clayton Petersen, Richard Kiehne, 
Pastor James, Dale Siegfreid, Vance Oelkers, Donna Bailey.

OPENING PRAYER:  Pastor Groleau 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  M/S/P to accept the secretary's report for September 10, 2019, as written.

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Net Operating Loss: $(6,364.55).  Net Increase in Designated Assets: $5,462.47.  M/S/P to 
accept the Treasurer's report, as written.

ELDERS’ REPORT:  Welcomed Thad Kusick to the elders.
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Pastor reported he will be starting confirmation shortly.  

There are about 30 kids attending CASE.

We discussed church membership—active and non-active.  This will be further discussed.

TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  

The heat/air system has been changed over to heat.

Electric wiring and other things have to be completed before the dormer can be installed over the east door.

Adam Meyer will be the point person for selling the parsonage after it is vacated and repairs made.

Adam Meyer has been hired for parking lot snow removal this winter.

Shrubbery around church and signs has been trimmed. 

Dave Ruhnke will be lining up people to trim low tree branches on church property.

BOARD OF EDUCATION:   

The Youth and Family Board and Board of Education met together to support each other’s efforts.

Stewardship Sunday, November 17th there will be a children’s sermon with bracelets being passed out to the children.  The
Board of Education will be picking up this expense.

STEWARDSHIP BOARD:   

Plans for Stewardship Sunday on November 17th were finalized.  It will include Carol Schleicher leading congregational 
members through their own identification of God-given Spiritual Redemptive Gifts.  This will be done during Bible class 
time.  It will also include a special children’s message during the church service and giving bracelets to the children.

We will distribute offering envelopes for 2020 in early December.

Larry Waters has resigned from the stewardship board.  We now have two empty seats.

YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  

The Youth and Family Board and Board of Education met together to support each other’s efforts. Discussion was held 
regarding the upcoming Hallelujah Harvest Festival. Lisa Flerlage and Kerri Groleau are co-chairing this event. 
Advertising the event will be taking place as well as asking for donations for prizes, sign-up sheets on the bulletin boards 
for volunteers and sign-up sheets for food donations. Kerri is checking into when the Sunday School kids can make fleece 
baby quilts. It was discussed maybe doing this during Sunday school for a couple of weeks, October 20th and 27th. For a 
youth event during the month of October the board decided to check into going to the Sekapps orchard by Rochester on 
Sunday, October 13th. This event would include youth of ages 6th grade and up. Kerri will check into the cost and put out
information regarding this.

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  

Kathy Carlson came to our meeting and we discussed how we could help with the coat drive on Saturday November 2, 
2019. We will help out with snacks and beverages for the people, who are waiting their turn to pick out a coat. The team 
who is going to assist the people in selecting a coat are going to be taking people in ten at a time, so having something for 
the people to eat while waiting could make their wait a little more relaxing. Kathy said Kerry will have color sheets for 
any children who might like something to do. We will be serving homemade cookies, animal cookies, coffee and water. 
We thank Kathy for coming to our meeting! We discussed the food drive that will be in November. We plan to hand out 
bags the last Sunday in October. Pam Waters suggested that we put the bags of groceries that come on the pews in front of
the church on the east side. She will check with Pastor to make sure that it is okay. We thought it might be fun to report in 
the bulletin how many bags of food were donated each week, as an encouragement to remember to bring the food to 
Church. Beth will contact the Salvation Army about what food that they need the most. We also talked about the bulletin 
boards in Schliecher Hall. Kara Grant has been working on getting information about our college and vocational school 
students. Pam Waters is working on the board for soldiers and veterans. Both have made good progress. The board for the 
shut-ins has been updated with new pictures.

EVANGELISM:  
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We discussed advertising for the Hallelujah Harvest Festival. We will be hanging posters at community locations as well 
as running an ad in the Herald and the Shopper. It will also be advertised on Facebook.We discussed the upcoming coat 
drive. Social Ministry will help with the coat drive by serving refreshments that day. We will soon be sending posters to 
area churches so that they can advertise the drive. We continue to collect donated coats and will use the Thrivent Funds as
well as donated funds to purchase children’s coats. Discussed our goals for the year. We talked about adding digital 
targeted advertising which would be through the Herald. It is a program whereby our church information would go out on 
Google if someone types in a targeted word like “VBS.”  We will continue to look into it.

PASTOR'S REPORT:  

September work Sunday Mornings – Bible Study Thursday Evenings – Grey Matters Each Saturday & 
Sunday Worship Visiting Shut-Ins Continued implementation of a new “comprehensive youth program transformation” 
encompassing: Sunday School, CASE, and Confirmation.  Attended a week long Outreach Sufferance on Church 
Revitalization and Church Planting by the National Mission Board.
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None

NEW BUSINESS:  

Ditch clean up will be on Sunday, October 20.

It was suggested that payroll (paying all paid staff) be out-sourced to ease up on the stress of the treasury position.

ADJOURNMENT:  M/S/P to adjourn @ 7:50 p.m.

CLOSING PRAYER:  Lord’s prayer.

Respectfully submitted:  Donna Bailey, Council Secretary
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St. John's Lutheran Church Financial Recap
January 1, 2019 through September 30, 2019

Undesignated Assets Balance 1/1/19      Activity     Balance 9/30/19      Notes     
Cash $213,294.28 ($9,540.34) $203,753.94 Undesignated Assets
Prepaids/Other Assets 15,955.70 1,406.85 17,362.55 represent the funds
Buildings & Land 3,096,411.00 0.00 3,096,411.00 available for general
Liabilities (12,799.70) 1,758.94 (11,040.76) operating purposes.

Net Operating Income (Loss) ($6,374.55)

Designated Assets
Building Fund 106,706.68 6,105.43 112,812.11 Designated Assets
Needy Family Fund 2,167.08 0.00 2,167.08 represent all of the
Women's Ministry Fund 2,001.95 (43.15) 1,958.80 various funds that 
Rachel's Hope Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 can be contributed to
Musical Equipment Fund 182.03 101.65 283.68 for the designated
Library Books Fund 412.89 (18.72) 394.17 purpose.
Choir Robes Fund 3,111.00 0.00 3,111.00 
Sunday School Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Memorial Fund 12,394.04 2,042.07 14,436.11 
Praise Band Fund 3,135.40 0.00 3,135.40 
Youth Fund 10,298.05 (3,344.54) 6,953.51 
Scrip Fund 12,385.83 2,357.19 14,743.02 
Sumner School Fund 8,894.23 (147.51) 8,746.72 
Endowment Fund 42,896.25 (1,579.95) 41,316.30 

Increase (Decrease) in Designated Assets $5,472.47 
Net Income (Loss) ($902.08)



November, 2019
NEWSLETTER 

ST. JOHN’S NEWS 

Snow Birds:  Please give the office your “snow 
bird” address and dates you will leave and return.   
Newsletters returned back to us cost us 70 cents. 

age 12

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
1200 13th Avenue NW 
Austin, MN 55912 

Return Service Requested  

U S Postage 
Paid 

Permit No. 82 
Austin, MN 
Non-Profit 

Organization 


