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THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Through Jesus Christ, we
proclaim God’s Word,

encourage one another in faith,
witness to God’s love and

serve all people.

Message from Pastor James

The Church Year is divided into 
two major season. The Festival 
half which runs from December to 
April/May or from Advent to 
Pentecost. The other half is called 
regular time, common time, or the
Season after Pentecost. With the 
Festival Season of the Church Year 
coming to an end our focus is 
going to return to engaging the 
community around us.

July began with a national 
celebration of our nation's 
freedom. We've been through good
times and bad. We've been through
trials and victories. Through it all 
we have become the single most 
powerful nation to ever grace the 
face of the planet. It is a privileged 
and an honor to live in this nation. 
We have military might that vastly 
surpasses all other and a life style 
of luxury like no other country has 
ever know. 

What sets us apart from the other 
great nations and empires of the 
world’s history is that we built our 
foundation out of better stone. No 
other nation has been so 
benevolent in sharing its wealth. 
When we defeat an enemy we 
don't demand tribute often give 
them aid to restore their country 
and people. We don't conqueror for
the joy of conquest but hold back 
our mighty weapons craving peace 
over power. 

We live in a wonderful and great 
nation. We can, and should, be 
proud of all that God has given us. 
We would also do well to hear 
God's Word where in Psalm 127 

we read: “If the LORD does not 
build the house, it is useless for the
builders to work on it. If the 
LORD does not protect a city, it is 
useless for the guard to stay alert.” 

The founding of this nation has 
been rewritten by some in recent 
years in an attempt to remove any 
and all references to God and the 
holy Christian faith upon which 
this nation was built. It was not, 
nor was it intended to be a secular 
country void of all reference to the 
Christian faith. 

What is written about the founders 
of our country may change but 
what our founders wrote does not. 
Their declaration of fealty to the 
Christian faith, and faithfulness to 
God's Word, ring out throughout 
their writings. It was Christianity, 
and Christianity's morality, that 
has made and sustains us. We 
would do well to remember that 
and hold fast to it. Always in 
prayer for our nation and our 
people that God's patience would 
endure a little longer and that 
God's holy Church would do her 
duty in bringing the truths and 
promises of God to all people. That
is what makes this nation strong.  
shows that when it come to 
outreach the pastor is nearly 
irrelevant in bringing first-time 
visitors to church. It’s individuals 
in the congregation being excited 
about their church, that brings in 
visitors. It is a congregation that is 
eager to welcome people no 
matter where they come from or 
where they are, welcoming them 
just a they are.
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Together in the Word

Sunday: Adult Bible class at 10:25 a.m. led by Pastor James

Monday: 9:30 a.m. class led by Pastor James. They are studying the lessons that will be 
read in the services the following weekend.

Tuesday: Women’s Bible study at 1:00 p.m. led by Sandy Groleau, LCMS Lay Minister. 
We will meet again in the fall.

Thursday: Crossways at 10:00 a.m. Study the entire Bible in two years. Led by Sandy Groleau, LCMS Lay 
Minister. On summer break. New members always welcome.

Thursday: Men’s Bible study at 5:00 p.m. led by Dave Ruhnke. Watch the bulletin for details this fall.

Thursday: Gray Matters meets at Perkins Restaurant at 7:30 p.m. Join them for a free-flowing discussion.

    
           

Volunteer Schedule
July Ushers

Head Usher: Randy Graff
Thursday evening: Clayton Petersen, Gene Pfeifer,

           Rocky Schammel
Sunday morning: Merrill Meier, Bill Lonergan, Stan Rasmussen                

                                                   
August Communion Assistants

August Lectors
04 Dick Heuton
11 Larry Waters
18  Carol Schleicher
25 Donna Bailey
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Thank you 
to all of our 
volunteers 
who make 
our worship 
special. 



Stewardship Thought of the Month (TOM)
Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony of receiving the offerings during the Divine Service? The
offerings are collected in plates or baskets, and they are brought forward and given to the pastor or an
assistant. The pastor turns toward the altar, and, as he slightly bows his head, the offerings are raised
slightly to the Lord and placed on the altar or an adjacent table. 

Why do we have this ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what ceremony does – it
teaches, as the Augsburg Confession tells us what we need to know about Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3).

Originally, this ceremony included more than simply bringing forward what was collected in the offering plates. The 
elements for the Holy Communion – the bread and the wine – were brought forward with the offerings. The offerings 
and elements were lifted toward the Lord and placed upon the altar. The altar, now made a table, would be set for the 
Lord’s Supper. 

Gifts brought to the altar come from the sweat of His people’s brow. They are the bread and wine, the fruits of His 
people’s labor in this fallen world. After six days of labor and toil, the people are to bring a generous proportion for the 
Lord’s work. Gifts set upon the altar are offered to the Lord for Him to take up and press into service for His gracious 
work.

For what is offered to the Lord from the sweat of His people’s brow – the bread of anxious toil – comes back to us as the 
bread of life. The bread comes down from heaven that whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup will receive life 
through the forgiveness of their sins. 

This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old Testament: 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, 
in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine,
and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. 
And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses 
you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you 
shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses 
and spend the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite 
craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household.” (Deut. 14:22-26)

What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He provides bread from the sweat of our brows. He receives this from 
us in the first-fruits offerings we give to Him in thanksgiving and praise, and He turns these into spiritual bread. He gives 
this heavenly bread – the bread of eternal life – back to us so we might have joy.

So, the next time you are in the Divine Service, watch this ceremony in wonder. The offerings we have given to Him, the 
Lord gives back to us in His supper so that we may rejoice in the salvation He won for us upon the cross.

August Birthdays for Shut-Ins
  07  Rod Wenzel

                    
Our shut-ins would appreciate a card, phone call or visit
 DURING THE MONTH. A LIST OF ALL THE SHUT-INS IS ON THE BULLETIN      

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Prayer Ministry. . . will be right after worship service by the organ.  We pray for 
others… we pray for you.  All remains confidential.  Bring your special needs or 
hurts and we will petition the Lord with you.  Questions?  Feel free to call Carol 
Schleicher at 396-8420. 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER.  DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR THANKSGIVING? 
COMMEND IT TO THE LORD THROUGH YOUR OWN PRAYERS, BUT ALSO THROUGH THE LOVING 
SERVICE OF OUR PRAYER CHAIN. IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM YOU WOULD LIKE INCLUDED ON THE PRAYER 
CHAIN, PLEASE CONTACT MIRIAM LUEHMANN AT 437-7619 OR 
MIRIAM.LUEHMANN@ICLOUD.COM. 

FROGs (Faithful Retired Old Guys) 

CALLING ALL RETIRED GUYS! JOINS US AT THE CHURCH ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
(JULY 2). FROGS OFFERS BOTH A SOCIAL COMPONENT AND A VOLUNTEER COMPONENT. COME THE 
FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH FOR COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP. WE WILL ALSO BE LOOKING FOR 
IDEAS TO SERVE, DOING GENERAL MAINTENANCE OR UPKEEP ACTIVITIES OR OTHER CREATIVE WAYS TO 
SERVE THE LORD HERE AT ST. JOHN’S. VOLUNTEER TO SERVE IF YOU WANT. IF NOT, JUST COME FOR 
THE FELLOWSHIP. ALL ARE WELCOME...JUST SHOW UP!

St. John’s Men’s Breakfast Club meets the 3rd Saturday of each month (August 17th) 
at 7:30 a.m. They meet at Barley’s Family restaurant, 1207 Main St. N in Austin. 
Enjoy food and fellowship as you connect with other men from St. John’s.

Thank You from the Baileys

Thank you so much for celebrating our 50th anniversary in the 
ministry!  Thank you to Pastor Schleicher who did the liturgy, 
to those who set up and served at the reception, to those who 

gave us cards and gifts, to Pastor James Groleau who helped set up the worship service and 
to everyone who came.  

We also want to thank our special friend, Pastor Tom Wirsing who preached the 
sermon.  Pastor Bob was Tom’s vicarage (intern) supervisor 41 years ago.  He and his wife, 
Jan, and his son, Thomas, came from Bloomington, IL. 

It was an incredible day!!
Bob and Donna Bailey
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August Birthdays
01 Eugene Auringer
03 Tony Flerlage
03 Kakach Ogilla
05 Tori Watkins
07 Rod Wenzel
10 Kristen Carlson
12 Michael Binder
14 Robert VanPelt
17 Kristi Rupe
17 Rosie Seltz
17 Larry Vorpahl
18 Eve Kewatt
18 Dyaln Maas
19 Justin Bergemann
20 Sandy Auringer
21 Diego Bos
21 Natalie Flerlage
22 David Binder
24 Bill Lonergan
27 Nicole Zoske
28 Deb Thorson
28 Kristina Vorpahl
31 Mary Clasby

Anniversary
01 Dale & Lori Siegfreid
04 Barry & Cindy Hovey
11 Nathan & Sara
         Wradislavsky
12 Todd & Sherri Wessels
13 Michael & Wendy
       Brandt
16 Alleln & Barb McAlister
16 Ron & Patty Shatek
17 Wayne & Fran Strouf
22 Steve & Deb Thorson
26 Parker & Maxine 
Bracken
26 Troy & Tammy Watkins
27 Nathan & Jennifer
       Augustine
28 Roger & Karen Jacobs



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  
DATE:  July 9, 2019

The July 9, 2019, meeting was called to order by President Vance Oelkers at 7:05 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pam Reistad, Marsha Jensen, Lori Siegfreid, Pastor James, Darrel Bahn, Dale Siegfreid, Vance 
Oelkers, Donna Bailey

OPENING DEVOTION:  Pastor Groleau 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  M/S/P to accept the secretary's report for June 11, 2019, as written.

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Net Operating Income: $999.46.  Net Increase in Designated Assets: $3,710.19.  Net Income:  
$4,709.65.  M/S/P to accept the Treasurer's report, as written.

ELDERS’ REPORT:  No report.

TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  
We’re still getting a firm bid on installation and venting for the roof.
We have not heard from the landscaping company yet.

BOARD OF EDUCATION:   
We would like to thank everyone for volunteering their time and support during VBS. We especially want to extend 

our gratitude to Kerri for once again being the director this year. Her hard work does not go unnoticed. We also 
discussed some of our goals and opportunities for improvement this next year. In addition, we are in the early planning 
stages for Rally Day. We are hoping to have an outdoor picnic/BBQ this year, weather permitting.
  We would like to purchase a giant parachute to use for Rally Day, CASE, VBS, and family and youth events. Early 
research estimates this to range between $30-$60. A final number for consideration will be presented when we have 
determined which one we would like to proceed with.
     We are looking to fill one more position. Our next meeting will be July 23rd at 4:15 at the church.
Note:  The council discussed the parachute purchase.  We gave them permission to go ahead with the purchase.  The 
Youth and Family Board will discuss this with them and share part of the cost.
STEWARDSHIP BOARD:   

The board set 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of each month for future stewardship board meetings.
Darrel Bahn will chair the board meetings and Carol Schleicher will take minutes.  Darrel Bahn and Stan Rasmussen

will share serving on the church council.
Pat Mulso has resigned from the Stewardship Board.  We thank Pat for her past service on the board.  We will seek

a replacement immediately.
Carol and Stan will write the stewardship messages (TOM and TOW) for the monthly newsletter and the weekly 

bulletin.
Stan will continue maintaining the Scrip card financial ledger/card inventory with Harold Rohne when Stan is 

absent.  Due to a lack of demand, the McDonalds cards will no longer be available.  A security safe has been acquired 
for the cards.

The offering envelope packets for new members will be distributed by the board members.  In the future, the 
packets will be given along with the new member information.

Pastor James will give the Board advance notice of when he will have a Sunday Service devoted to stewardship.
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YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  
Approximately 38 kids attended the Lock-in on June 5.  They went bowling and to the YMCA for swimming and 

other activities.  Pizza was provided by the Youth Board.  Kids also played games and watched movies.
July 11-15 is the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.  St. John’s has two youth (Kylea Rupe and Ethan Grant) 

and two adults (Kristi Rupe and Pastor James) attending.
During the month of August the board is giving the youth the opportunity to attend a Christian musical group 

performance.  The two options are: Friday, August 2, Casting Crowns at the freeborn County Fair, or, Monday, August 
5, Big Daddy Weave at Knowlton Auditorium at Austin High School.

During September, the youth and the Board will be helping with Sunday School Rally Day.
October will be the Hallelujah Harvest Festival which the board and hopefully the youth will help with.
We’re looking into a fund raiser: selling Christmas wreaths, swags, etc.

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  no report

EVANGELISM:  no report

PASTOR'S REPORT for June, 2019:  
Classes Taught each week: Sunday Mornings – Stuff They Didn’t Teach You in Sunday School, Monday Mornings – 
Lectionary Readings, Thursday Evenings – Grey Matters.
Worship Services each Thursday & Sunday. We will start using the Chapel on 07/18.
The Dave Anderson Concert will be July 31 at 7:00 p.m. Notes going out to other congregations More information will 
follow.
Prepping for a new comprehensive youth program. Better/More thorough Sunday School lessons, rebuilding CASE 
programs, getting ready for September. Date for installation of new officers will be Sunday July 28.

OLD BUSINESS:  no old business

NEW BUSINESS:  no new business

ADJOURNMENT:  M/S/P to adjourn @ 7:35 p.m.

CLOSING PRAYER:  Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted:  Donna Bailey, Council Secretary
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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH FINANCIAL RECAP

       January 1, 2019 through June 30, 2019

Undesignated Assets Balance 1/1/19      Activity     Balance 6/30/19      Notes     
Cash $213,294.28 ($4,527.28) $208,767.00 Undesignated Assets
Prepaids/Other Assets 15,955.70 1,058.52 17,014.22 represent the funds
Buildings & Land 3,096,411.00 0.00 3,096,411.00 available for general
Liabilities (12,799.70) 4,411.94 (8,387.76) operating purposes.

Net Operating Income (Loss) $943.18 

Designated Assets
Building Fund 106,706.68 1,801.56 108,508.24 Designated Assets
Needy Family Fund 2,167.08 0.00 2,167.08 represent all of the
Women's Ministry Fund 2,001.95 (43.15) 1,958.80 various funds that 
Rachel's Hope Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 can be contributed to
Musical Equipment Fund 182.03 101.65 283.68 for the designated
Library Books Fund 412.89 0.00 412.89 purpose.
Choir Robes Fund 3,111.00 0.00 3,111.00 
Sunday School Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Memorial Fund 12,394.04 2,925.00 15,319.04 
Praise Band Fund 3,135.40 0.00 3,135.40 
Youth Fund 10,298.05 (1,205.21) 9,092.84 
Scrip Fund 12,385.83 1,334.13 13,719.96 
Sumner School Fund 8,894.23 (1,147.51) 7,746.72 
Endowment Fund 42,896.25 0.00 42,896.25 

Increase (Decrease) in Designated Assets $3,766.47 
Net Income (Loss) $4,709.65 
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August, 2019
NEWSLETTER 

ST. JOHN’S NEWS 

Snow Birds:  Please give the office your “snow 
bird” address and dates you will leave and return.   
Newsletters returned back to us cost us 70 cents. 
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