
Evangelism: What does it look like? 
 

The Church Year is divided into two 

major season. The Festival half which 

runs from December to April/May or 

from Advent to Pentecost. The other half 

is called Regular Time, Common Time, 

or the Season after Pentecost. With the 

Festival Season of the Church Year 

coming to an end our focus is going to 

return to engaging the community 

around us. Over the last few months I’ve 

taken some members of our congrega-

tion to some awesome opportunities to 

learn about what outreach looks like in 

today’s culture. I wanted to give you a 

brief overview of some of what is being 

explored and planned as a result of those 

efforts. 

The truth is the days of knocking on 

doors to do outreach have all but passed. 

The problem lies in a number of things 

that have caused the Church to lose 

some of its credibility. That may not be 

our fault but it is still true. The Church is 

no longer seen as the purveyor of ulti-

mate truth. Controversies, and a general 

cultural bias against faith, have cast a 

shadow of doubt on what we have to 

say. The outside world looks at us and 

they are wary. The current world around 

us sees the Church as: Hypocritical, Too 

focused on converts not on faith, Hateful 

to homosexuals and some others, Shel-

tered, Too political, and Too Judg-

mental. 

With all of that looming over us how do 

we overcome the false presuppositions 

the outside world has? We as a church 

need to be engaged in, and part of, the 

community around us. Through the rela-

tionships we build we gain: Credibility, 

Visibility, Accessibility, and Speak-

ability. 

Credibility: People in general will not 

listen to what you have to say until 

you’ve proven to them that you are 

credible, normal, and rational. Not just 

spouting Scriptural platitudes but 

rather dealing with real life in the real 

everyday world. Helping you toward 

that end is the primary focus of our 

Sunday morning Bible study. We are 

taking those old Sunday School les-

sons and using them to answer real 

world modern questions. In that Bible 

study you will often hear me ask 

tough questions to which there is often 

not an easy answer. Those are primar-

ily questions that I have been asked by 

people from outside (sometimes far 

outside) the Christian Church. The 

sermons throughout the approaching 

Common Season of the Church Year 

will focus on answering questions 

like: What do we believe and how do 

we explain it to others? Starting on 

Sunday June 24 we will be going 

through a series of ten sermons help-

ing you with that as well. 

Visibility: Much of what I wanted 

people to see at the Best Practices for 

Ministry conference in Phoenix was 

how to get engaged in the community. 

From that conference we have begun 

planning a few initiatives that are in-

tended to get St. John’s recognized in 

Austin. They include: A soccer/

football field. Adopt-a-student/Adopt-

a-grandparent programs that can get 

us involved in the schools. Being part 

of Youth for Christ in the schools. A 

college study time, learning from pre-

vious experience and doing this one 

better. Expanding the purpose of VBS 

and Hallelujah Harvest Festival to 

better connect with families. Expand-

ing the CASE/Confirmation program 

again to better connect with families. 

A young family support group based 

on Christian ideals and advice. 

There’s more, and the truth is these 

won’t generate a lot of new members 

quickly. The purpose is to build  
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On Wednesday, May 2nd we are planning a special service of Holy Baptism. It 

will be during the regular CASE time at 4:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend this 

service and join us in the celebration. If there are any other children or adults 

that would like to be Baptized they may also come to this special worship ser-

vice.   No child will be Baptized without the parent’s permission. 

To be Baptized one must repent of their sins and believe that Jesus died and 

rose to save them. 

We will  Baptize each person as Jesus instructed in Matthew 28:19-20 “In the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

If you desire Baptism or have questions please call the church office or Pastor 

James. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

(Evangelism con’t) 

relationships that give us the privilege to speak frankly and honestly about saving faith. 

Accessibility: When our congregation is part of the community, not just present in the 

community, and our church is seen as something more than a parking lot on Sunday, 

we gain access to people. When we show that we are honestly and genuinely trustwor-

thy and reliable it gives us access to conversations that you just can’t have with a 

stranger at their door. When people visit our church it is truly a pleasure to see how 

warmly people are greeted and welcomed. Keep up the great work! To celebrate our 

accessibility to the community on Sunday June 3 we will have a special celebration of 

70-years on the radio. We are going to be adding some opportunities to that ministry to 

better engage that group of people who join us over radio and Internet. Making that 

more of a two-way conversation. We want to hear from them so we can better speak to 

their needs. 

Speakability: When we prove, by our actions, that we have a real heart for real people, 

and we show them that our goal and purpose is not to judge them or to force changes 

on them, but rather to share with them the peace and joy we find in knowing a Savior 

has come, we earn the right to speak about matters like faith. That is where you come 

in. Most people in our culture will view me, the pastor, as the “hired gun” or 

“commission-paid salesman.” The perception of the outside world is to see pastors as 

having an agenda. That being wanting more people in church because then I make 

more money. Nearly every study I’ve read over the last several years shows that when 

it come to outreach the pastor is almost nearly irrelevant in bringing first-time visitors 

to church. It’s individuals in the congregation, being excited about their church, that 

brings visitors in. It is a congregation that is eager to welcome people no matter where 

they come from or where they are. Welcoming them just a they are. 

This is just a small tidbit of what we are going to be doing this Spring and moving into 

the Summer. How can you help? Lend a hand. You don’t have to commit to and every 

week, or ever month, event. Just sign up for a couple or three things. Anywhere you 

see a need you might be able to help fill. Start with prayer. Pray for our congregation, 

for our community, and for the hearts of individuals, that the Holy Spirit would prepare 

those hearts to hear and receive God’s saving Words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special service of Holy Baptism 
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People of all 

ages need to be 

studying God’s 

Word in addition 

to worship.  
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This is an excerpt from Luther’s Large Catechism. Luther’s Large Catechism was 

 Written primarily to pastors to aid them in teaching their congregations.) 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? Answer, “It is the true body and blood of our  

Lord Jesus Christ, in and under the bread and wine, which we Christians are com-

manded by Christ’s Word to eat and to drink.” … We say that though the Sacrament  

is bread and wine, it is not mere bread and wine, such as are ordinarily served at the 

table [1 Corinthians 10:16–17]. But this is bread and wine included in, and connected 

with, God’s Word. It is the Word, I say,  that makes and sets this Sacrament apart.  

So it is not mere bread and wine, but is, and is called, Christ’s body and blood [1 Co-

rinthians 11:23–27]. … It is not the word or ordinance of a prince or emperor. But it  

is the Word of the Grand Majesty, at whose feet all creatures should fall and affirm it  

is as He says, and accept it with all reverence, fear, and humility [Isaiah 45:23; Philip-

pians 2:10]. It is true, indeed, that if you take away the Word or regard the Sacrament 

without the words, you have nothing but mere bread and wine. But if the words  

remain with them, as they shall and must, then, by virtue of the words, it is truly 

Christ’s  body and blood. What Christ’s lips say and speak, so it is. He can never lie  

or deceive [Titus 1:2]. The Word by which it became a Sacrament and was instituted 

does not become false because of  the person or his unbelief. For Christ does not say, 

“If you believe or are worthy, you receive My body and blood.” No, He says, “Take, 

eat and drink; this is My body and blood.” … “No matter whether you are worthy or 

unworthy, you have here His body and blood by virtue of these words that are added  

to the bread and wine.” Note and remember this well. For upon these words rest all  

our foundation, protection, and defense against all errors and deception  that have ever 

come or may yet come.  
                                                          —Large Catechism V 8–11, 13–14, 17–19 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

St. John's Spring Voters Meeting 
Sunday, May 6 

11:30 a.m. Potluck 
12:30 p.m. Voters' Meeting  

 
We'll have election of officers and boards, plus other things 

From the Church Fathers May Birthdays 
2 Ken Engelhardt 

3 Jon Ruhnke 

4 Laura Siefgreid 

4 Sharry Watkins 

5 Kevin Johnson 

6 Blake Kruse 

8 Gloria Dirksen 

8      Robert Kruse 

8 Wanita Pfeifer 

9 Morgan Caron 

9 Winnie Greenlee 

9    Sharon Kamp 

9 Nelainy Rae        

Steinbrink 

11 Nicole Meyer 

12 Bonnie Bos 

13 Abigail Muller 

14 Wendy Brandt 

15 Jim Christiansen 

16 Dianne Bahn 

16 Wayne  

            Marquardt 

16 Truman Swed-

berg 

18 Todd Wessels 

19 Allison Ernst 

21 Zoe Kewatt 

21   Ryan VanPelt 

24 Tammy Watkins 

25 Jason Grant 

25 Steven Lonergan 

26 Deloris Harber 

26 Dave Nelson 

26   Zachary Wessels 

27 Ezyia Shuster 

29 Merrill Meier 

29   Mark Thorson 

31   Mike Harber 

31 Tony Muller 

Anniversaries 
3 Ken & Signe 

Carlson 

8 Jim & Terri 

Stough 

14 Stacey & Kristin 

Rupe 

16 Jesse & Amber 

Collins 

28 Wm & Nicole 

Meyer 
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Together in the Word 

 Intriguing.,  The name of the novel, “The Last Sin Eater”, by Francine 

Rivers, grabs your attention right away.  You know the only person who 

“ate” our sin was Jesus.  Yet where did this idea come from?    

       This tale is set in the highlands of the Great Smoky Mountains.   Im-

migrants from early 19th century carried this custom from England, 

Lowlands of Scotland and the Welsh border district to the remote areas 

of the Appalachian Mountains.  Cadi, a 10 year old girl, is the central 

character of the story, but has a very inquisitive mind and always asking 

questions. These  questions lead her down many paths, but the main path 

was to find out about the sin eater.  Who was he?  How did he become 

the sin eater?  Why was he the sin eater?  Would/could he help her with 

a huge sin she thinks she has committed? 

      Francine Rivers has woven an entertaining, thoughtful. book which is 

hard to put down.   Telling the truth, as the characters find out is a re-

freshing feeling rather than burdened with sin.  I feel the Holy Spirit 

led me to read this—I kept comparing it to Christ and His journey to the 

cross.  Read and enjoy.  It’s found in St. John’s library. 

                          Annette Kiehne 

 

 

LifeLight 

Sunday Adult Bible Class at 10:25 a.m. led by Pastor James “Stuff They 

Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” is very interesting. Plan on coming. 

 

Monday morning Bible class at 9:30 a.m., led by Pastor James is study-

ing the lessons that will be read in the services the following weekend. 

Come and join us! Bring a friend.  

 

Monday -Albert Lea Home Bible Studies at the Baileys  They live at 435 
East 3rd Street (corner of Frank Hall Drive & East 3rd street). The subject 
is  2nd Peter.  Everyone is welcome to come - 6:30 p.m..  
 

Tuesday - Women’s Bible study at 1:00 p.m  Revelation 

 

Thursday - LifeLight is studying  2nd  Corinthians  

 

Thursday  -Men’s Bible Study at 5:00 p.m.  Join in on our weekly video 

based Bible studies and discussions on a variety of topics that bring you 

closer to God and arm you with knowledge to stand up for Christ and the 

faith He has given you. 

 

Thursday  - 7:30 p.m. Gray Matters meets at Perkins Restaurant. Join us 

in a free-flowing discussion.  
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Stewardship Thought of the Month (TOM) 
 

 

St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the 

one who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).  

 

And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food 

from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the 

Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 

9:13–14). 

In other words, ministers of the gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them. And 

this is how the Church lives even now. It is standard practice. 

But this deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to 

give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same way …”  

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individ-

ual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings 

and sacrifices. 

We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the 

Levites?  

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And 

before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the 

tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may 

learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23). 

The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.  

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New Tes-

tament Gospel ministry “in the same way?”  

If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in 

the Old Testament? Back then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in 

one nation among the descendants of Abraham.  

Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (Matt. 28). And there are churches and ministries all around 

the world. How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported 

the Old Testament ministry? 

 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We have 

received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, the fulfillment of everything that 

God promised to do.  

For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in exchange 

gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism.  

He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the 

risen and living body and blood of his Son, our Lord, Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things 

are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  

In the same way, and in response to his fatherly divine goodness and mercy, we gladly give to those who 

proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.”  

For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now we 

have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thought of the Month 
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Policy Adopted by Church Council - You may remember that church polices were being 

considered by the Church Council a while back. The reason was that because of changing 

moral orthodoxy taking place across the country it appeared to be in our best interest to re-

duce the potential risk of liability or litigation by establishing policies that spell out our be-

liefs and practices. 

 

The policies have now been adopted by Church Council and are available to all who are 

interested as follows: 

1. The policies are contained in a three ring binder in the church office for viewing at 

church. Ask Secretary Sandy to see it. 

 Email stjohns@stjohnsaustinlcms.org and request which policies you would like to see and 

Sandy will email them to you. 

Upon request Sandy can print hard copies of whichever policies you would like to pick up 

in the church office.  

The policies include: 1) Statement of Belief, 2) Statement on the Sanctity of Human Life, 3) 

Statement of Belief on Marriage, Gender & Sexuality, 4) Marriage Policy, 5) Wedding 

Guidelines Handbook, 6) Funeral Policy, 7) Church Facility Use Guidelines. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Motherhood: A Celebration of Life 
 

God places an extremely high value on life. If that were no so, He would not have 

sent His one and only Son to endure the punishment of death so we could have life 

and have it to the full. Therefore, in God’s eyes, mothers hold a special place in His 

heart as the givers of life to each one of us. So why not honor mothers and the life 

they have given us by purchasing a special Mother’s day corsage for them? Each 

year the Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) makes and sells corsages 

for Mother’s Day. The corsage consists of a carnation, ribbon and pin with a pro-life 

slogan. The proceeds from this fundraising activity assists in educating the public 

about euthanasia, abortion and other sanctity of life issues. The corsages are avail-

able for preorder, please fill out the order for, the cost is $5.00 each. Order forms are 

available in the church office. Contact Ellen Petersen if you have questions. 

 

Each day in Minnesota, an average of 27 unborn children lose their lives to abortion. 

Help make a difference and save lives!! 

 

Deadline for ordering is May 6th. 

May Birthdays for Shut-ins 
 

02 Ken Engelhardt Cedars #122, 700 1st Drive NW, Austin, MN 55912 
 

Our shut-ins would truly appreciate a card, phone call or visit during 

the month.  A list of all the shut-ins is on the bulletin boards. 

 

mailto:stjohns@stjohnsaustinlcms.org
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Dinner 

Monday, May 7, at 5:30 p.m.  -  at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Special Speaker is a Retired Navy Chaplain.  He’ll be speaking about what 
a Navy Chaplain does and about his experiences being a chaplain. 

 
There will be a very, very short meeting 

  
Be sure to sign on the sign-up sheet so we know how much food to prepare. 

 
Committee 1 - Decorating                Committee 2 – Food                Committee 3 - Clean Up 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 

As I am writing this another storm is on the horizon, will spring ever arrive? 
 
LWML officers have been planning a dinner and program for all women of the congregation.  We 
have a very interesting program lined up.  We hope everyone will be able to attend.  Please sign 
up on the sheets at both entry doors.  Sign up deadline is April 29, 2018.   Hope to see you there. 
 
There will be a short business meeting after the program.  All are welcome to attend.   We will 
also be voting on our donations for the coming year.  If anyone has suggestions of any kind for 
the coming year please talk to one of the officers or board members. 
 
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY  TO ALL OF OUR MOTHER’S 
                                 God Bless, 
                                 Francine Strouf 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S CHRISTIAN WOMEN//LWML NEWS     

http://www.lwml.org/images/logos/lwmllogo.TIF


 

 

 

May Ushers 

Head Usher:  Randy Graff 

Saturday evening: Clayton Petersen, Gene Pfeifer, Rocky Schammel 

Sunday morning: Joel & Marsha Jensen, Jim Stough, Harold Rohne 

 

May Communion Assistants 

06 Dick Heuton, Nathan Wradislavsky, Richard Kiehne 

20  

 

May Lectors 

06 Dick Heuton 

13     Donna Bailey 

20 Gloria Dirksen 

27 Larry Waters 

 

 

 

  

Ascension Day 

 

May 25th is Ascension Day. It is an important day in the Church year. It marks 

the day when, among the disciples, our Lord rose into the clouds and was taken 

up into Heaven. It’s a day that gives us reasons for great joy. One reason is the 

truth that the Scriptures were once again fulfilled. Just as other things about Jesus 

were prophesied and came true, now also His ascension. Again another proof that 

God’s Word does not fail. Another joy is that this event marked the completion of 

His mission. Christ’s work on earth of redeeming mankind was accomplished. A 

third joy is that Christ ascended to rule and to be everywhere. Now in Heaven he 

governs the world especially for the benefit of His Church and is always with us 

wherever we are. A fourth joy is that He lives forever in heaven to intercede for 

us. He is our mediator to God the Father and pleads and prays on our behalf be-

fore the Father’s almighty throne. A fifth source of Ascension joy is that our Lord 

Christ returned to Heaven to prepare a place for us (John 14:3). On that day of 

glory for us, whether it is when Christ returns, or when he calls us home, we will 

have a place with him as he desires (John 17:24). The day of Ascension indeed 

brings us many reasons to be joyful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Schedule 

St . John’s New s 

Thank you  

to all of our 

volunteers 

who make  

our worship  

special. 
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
DATE:  April 10, 2018 

 
The April 10, 2018, meeting was called to order by President Vance Oelkers at 7:04 p.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pastor James Groleau, Vance Oelkers, Tim Carlson, Donna Bailey, Lori Siegfreid, Dale 

Siegfreid, Darrel Bahn, Kathy Carlson, Betty Hinks, Pam Reistad 

OPENING DEVOTION:  Pastor Groleau 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  M/S/P to accept the secretary's report for March 13, 2018, as written. 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Net Operating Income: $2,250.56.  Net Increase in Designated Assets: $3,526.57.  M/S/P 

to accept the Treasurer's report, as written. 

ELDERS’ REPORT:  The Elders met on Monday, April 2.  Pastor gave his report.  Schedules were set for communion 

servers and prayer elders.  Reviewed Communion Guidelines discussed at the March meeting.  Discussed possible Elder 

candidates for the Spring Voters Meeting. 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  No report from the trustees but Pastor stated that the boiler that was replaced was not covered 

under warranty so the church will be receiving a bill for around $3,500. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION:   May 20 is the last day of Sunday School for the children.  Pastor James will be making 

master copies of the Sunday School curriculum that he has written for next year.  VBS curriculum is CPH “Splash Can-

yon”.  Joanne Rasmussen will be working with Kerri Groleau on VBS.  Kerri will be researching crafts.  19 children 

usually attend CASE.  Pastor and Kerri will be planning summer events for the children.  Instead of 4:30-5:30, next 

school year may be 4:30-6:30 p.m.  The nominating committee will have to get two people for the Board of Education 

for this coming year.  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 1 at 4:30 at the church. 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD:   No new activities to report this month. 

YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  The next family event is being planned for Sunday, April 22 at 6:30 p.m.  This event 

is open to all members of the congregation and will involve a bible trivia game.  Teams of adults/children will partici-

pate and ice cream with toppings will be served afterwards.  The church library has a bible trivia game that will be util-

ized with questions that the youngest members will be able to answer and Pastor will provide some trivia questions for 

adults to answer.  Possibilities for upcoming events: Have the youth participate in a possible fundraiser event for the 

Augustine family; Church grounds spring cleanup; FMSC – Feed My Starving Children; Lock in – Kerry is possibly 

organizing this and our board would help out.  Our next meeting is Monday, May 7, 2018 at 4:15 p.m. 

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  Our meeting was held on April 9th.  We discussed the Easter egg hunt that was held on Palm 

Sunday.  Fifteen kids were involved and all seemed to be having a fun time.  We discussed a few ideas for next year to 

make it even better.  We are continuing with the back packs and are packing for 96 students at this time.  The March 

food drive has been completed.  The Salvation Army picked up the food today and we will find out the amount in a few 

days.  We discussed the 2018 graduates.  Sherry will call the graduates and decide on what day to have their recognition 

Sunday and will announce it in the bulletin.  Sandy Grant has agreed to make the blankets again.  We all voiced our de-

sire to have the Stages of the Cross brought back. 

EVANGELISM:  We approved ads for Easter services for the Herald and Shopper.  We have updated the Time and 

Talent form.  Pastor will be putting this in electronic form for the congregation to complete.  We discussed outreach to 

Riverland College students.  We have held college study nights in the past and will be glad to help again.  We would 

like to put together a visitor packet that visitors could be given when they attend.  We will redo/update the church bro-

chure as part of that.  Friendship Sunday, where members will be encouraged to invite friends and neighbors, will be 

held but not until this fall. 

PASTOR'S REPORT:  Shut-in calls: 17 by Pastor Groleau and 8 by Pastor Bailey; Classes Taught: Sunday mornings 

– Stuff They Didn’t Teach in Sunday School; Monday mornings – Lectionary Readings; Wednesdays – CASE & Con-

firmation; Thursday evenings – Grey Matters.  Worship Services: Saturday & Sunday, Lenten and Holy Week Services 

including Maundy Thursday Seder and Holy Saturday Vigil; Funerals: None; Other: Meetings continue concerning 

Holy Cross discussing mission ministry opportunities; Started a Worship Committee to explore ways to improve/add to 

worship; Continue to explore opportunities/ideas from Best Practices for Ministry; Two groups to Leadership Confer-

ence – Hinges Survey. We are participating in a study about our church and ministry.  It is an online survey where we 

are asking a set of questions about our church.  Congregation insights are very important and we request that everyone 

in the congregation participate. 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cont’d on page 10
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NEW BUSINESS:  Signs directing visitors in the parking lot and in the church building is a project the Trustees will be 

working on.  Contact the Trustees if you would like to help with that or give input on types and placement of signs.  The 

Spring Voters Meeting will be held on May 6 with a pot luck lunch at 11:30 a.m. and the meeting starting at 12:30.  Each 

board should have their reports for the Spring Voters Meeting submitted to Sandy Groleau by April 27.  If you have any 

items you would like included on the Agenda for the Spring Voters Meeting please contact Vance Oelkers.  Items cur-

rently on the Agenda are storage shed options and the purchase of folding chairs for the fellowship hall.  The nominating 

committee has been working on filling positions for the boards with only a few positions left to fill.  M/S/P to allow the 

National Barrow Show to use the church building on Monday September 10, 2018. 

ADJOURNMENT:  M/S/P to adjourn @ 7:55 p.m. 

CLOSING PRAYER:  The Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted:  Pamela Reistad, Council Secretary 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2018 VBS Splash Canyon is just around the bend! 
 

Life is full of thrills and spills; we may not know what’s around the bend, but God does! This year’s theme is 

Splash Canyon where kids discover that, on life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side. God saves us through Jesus 

and gives us life and hope every day and forever. To be successful we need volunteers to plunge into the task 

of teaching children that Jesus is our Savior and he will keep us afloat through the waters of Baptism. If you 

have a heart for children, come join us on June 25-29 from 9-noon, to share God’s promise on life’s wild ride! 

Contact Kerri Groleau at (320-280-0043) or Joanne Rasmussen at (1-507-347-3815) for more information. 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran 

Church’s 

2018 VBS 

June 25-29 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Financial Recap 

January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018 

Undesignated Assets 

  Cash 

  Prepaids/Other Assets 

  Buildings & Land 

  Liabilities 

Net Operating Income 

 

Designated Assets 

  Building Fund 

  Needy Family Fund 

  Women’s Ministry Fund 

  Rachel’s Hope Fund 

  Musical Equipment Fund 

  Library Books Fund 

  Choir Robes Fund 

  Sunday School Fund 

  Memorial Fund 

  Praise Band Fund 

  Youth Fund 

  Multimedia Fund 

  Scrip Fund 

  Sumner School Fund 

  Endowment Fund 

Increase in Designated Assets 

Balance 1/1/18 

$215,476.91 

15,487.93 

3,015,781.00 

-4,640.42 

 

 

 

$101,059.30 

2,067.08 

2,060.87 

0.00 

283.68 

513.38 

3,111.00 

70.00 

15,303.80 

3,135.40 

11,225.81 

700.00 

10,298.06 

12,173.92 

43,883.12 

Activity 

$9,682.54 

-6,888.25 

0.00 

-543.73 

$2,250.56 

 

 

$2,090.49 

100.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

-200.49 

0.00 

-20.00 

480.00 

0.00 

-180.11 

0.00 

1,284.57 

-27.89 

0.00 

$3,526.57 

 

Balance 3/31/18 

$225,159.45 

8,599.68 

3,015,781.00 

-5,184.15 

 

 

 

$103,149.79 

2,167.08 

2,060.87 

0.00 

283.68 

312.89 

3,111.00 

50.00 

15,783.80 

3,135.40 

11,045.70 

700.00 

11,582.63 

12,146.03 

43,883.12 

 

 

 

Notes 

Undesignated Assets 

represent the funds 

available for general 

operating purposes. 

 

 

 

Designated Assets rep-

resent all of the various 

funds that can be con-

tributed to for the desig-

nated purpose. 
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