
Greeting to you in the name of 

Jesus Christ the new born King! An-

other Christmas is past. We spent 

some time during the Advent season 

waiting. We waited for Christ's birth 

with prayer, anticipation and wor-

ship. Then we broke into song and 

celebration, with the angels of 

Heaven, when our Lord and Savior 

was born. Another Christmas is past 

and as the “holidays” pass there is at 

times a sense of sadness. Though the 

days are getting longer it’s hard to 

tell, and the cold is still cold. Where 

can you go to find joy? Come to 

church where the holiday (“holy 

day”) joys continue! At church we 

celebrate Christmas for 12 days 

(more about that later). Then we get 

into the celebratory season of Epiph-

any where we enjoy six weeks look-

ing into events like the arrival of the 

wise men, Jesus’ baptism and His 

transfiguration among other things. 

So what is this season of Epiph-

any? Epiphany is a Greek word that 

means understanding or discovery. 

The Epiphany season begins with 

remembering those wise men who 

came from the East to worship, and 

give honor to, little Jesus. 

Those wise men had an epiph-

any (an understanding or discovery) 

about who Jesus truly is. They gave 

Him three gifts which signify so 

much about what they knew about 

Jesus and why He had come. They 

gave: Gold which was the gift given 

to a King. The Wise Men knew Jesus 

was the King of kings. They gave 

Frankincense which was the incense 

burned at the installation of a new 

priest. The Wise Men knew Jesus 

was our High Priest and Mediator 

between us and the Father. They 

gave Myrrh which was the incense 

burned at a funeral of royalty or 

priests. A funeral gift to a new 

baby may seem strange, but the 

Wise Men knew Jesus came for the 

purpose of dying for the world. 

They knew all these things because 

the Old Testament prophecies told 

them so. They understood that the 

wood of the manger is tied ever so 

tightly to the wood of the cross. 

Both held Him for a short time, for 

us. 

My prayer for you, is that you 

would have an epiphany about the 

importance of Christ in your life, 

and the importance of worship. I 

also pray that you would see 

clearly the opportunities God 

places in your life to share the 

truths and promises, we learn about 

every week, with those around you 

to help them have that same epiph-

any that opens their hearts and 

minds to the salvation won for us, 

all through Jesus. 

 

Pastor James. 
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Did you know… ? 
 

What did Martin Luther say about Mary the Mother of Jesus? 
 

Mary confesses that the greatest work God did for her was that He regarded her, 

which is indeed the greatest of His works, on which all the rest depend and from 

which they all derive. For where it comes to pass that God turns His face toward one 

to regard him, there is nothing but grace and salvation, and all gifts and works must 

follow. Thus we read in Genesis 4:4-5 that He had regard for Abel and his offering, 

but for Cain and his offering He had no regard. Here is the origin of the many prayers 

in the Psalms— that God would lift up His countenance upon us, that He would not 

hide His countenance from us, that He would make His face shine upon us, and the 

like. 

Mary herself regards this as the chief thing, she indicates by saying: “Behold, 

since He has regarded me, all generations will call me blessed.” Note that she does 

not say men will speak all manner of good of her, praise her virtues, exalt her virgin-

ity or her humility, or sing of what she has done. But for this one thing alone, that 

God regarded her, men will call her blessed. That is to give all the glory to God as 

completely as it can be done. Therefore she points to God’s regard and says: “For, 

behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. That is, beginning with the 

time when God regarded my low estate, I shall be called blessed.” Not she is praised 

thereby, but God’s grace toward her. In fact, she is despised, and she despises herself 

in that she says her low estate was regarded by God. Therefore she also mentions her 

blessedness before enumerating the works that God did to her, and ascribes it all to 

the fact that God regarded her low estate… For, of a truth, she did not lie when she 

herself acknowledged her unworthiness and nothingness, which God regarded, not 

because of any merit in her, but solely by reason of His grace. 
 

—Martin Luther 

The Twelve Days of Christmas 
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People of all 

ages need to be 

studying God’s 

Word in addition 

to worship.  
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Epiphany begins on January 6, so from Christmas Day on December 

25 through January 5 there are 12 days. These are the 12 days of Christmas 

written about in the famous song. However did you know the reason and 

meaning behind each verse in the song? Some in the Church were suffering 

from persecution and had limited access to God’s Word. To teach their chil-

dren about the Christian faith they used the song we now call “The Twelve 

Days of Christmas.” 

I like to copy the successes of history so I have put together a little 

quiz/coloring booklet which you can use with your children to teach them 

some of the basics of the Christian faith. This booklet will be available on 

the usher’s tables at church. Pick one up and take a break on each of the 12 

days of the Christmas season to help your kids find the answers to the ques-

tions, and color the pages, to teach them that Christ-mas is about the Christ 

who came to save us. It is there alone we can find true peace, comfort and 

joy. 

I’ll put the answers in the February newsletter. Try to get them all right! 
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   Fam ily 
Calendar  
 

January 
 
08 Lunch/Movie 
 
22  Congregation 
 Birthday Party 

The Youth are invited for  pizza and Valentine card making for our shut-ins on 

Sunday, January 28th at 5 pm at the church.  Please join us for food, fellowship 

and fun. Hope to see you there! 

 

Thank you very much Sandy. From the Youth Board 

 

 
Happy Birthday, St. John’s Members! 
Join us at St. John’s on Sunday, January 22

nd
, at 

11:45 a.m. 
 

It's that time of year again to celebrate our birthdays. 

Reserve Sunday, January 22
nd

, to have lunch, and, of course, birthday 
cake, at St. John’s!  

 

We are hoping to have lots of talent for lots of fun.   

Sign-up sheets will be up to sign up * to attend, * to tell what month your 
birthday is, * to indicate if you would like to make a cake for a month or * 
decorate a table, and, of course, * to sign up for your talent.   

Come and have a great time (even if you didn’t decorate or bring some-
thing).  See you there! 

 
 
St. John’s Weekly Attendance 
 
 
 
 
Date Nov. 18/19 Nov. 25/26 Dec 2/3  

Thurs/Sat Service 20 16 18  
Sunday Service 100 84 93  
Total: 120 100 111   
 

S.S. Children 15 15 19   
 
Adults in Bible study       45             74                 58                         
 
CASE         N/A                       16                        16 
 
 
Thanksgiving Service   48 

St. John’s Youth & Family page 
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Together in the Word 

 
 
 
 
 

         The Twelfth Angel is a heartwarming story—a modern parable of 
love, courage, persistence and victory.  John Harding comes back to his 
hometown as the president  of one of the largest computer firms in the 
world.  He is at the top of the world, but tragedy strikes.  How would you 
deal with the loss of your wife and son?  John doesn’t know how to cope 
and finds himself in a deep depression.  Bill West, his old friend from kin-
dergarten on meets him again and offers him a job as coach for the Angels, 
a little league  team.  He reluctantly accepts.  At the initial meeting of the 
boys  he meets Timothy Noble.  Ti,mothy is small, but he finds out Timothy 
never quits. 
  
     Og Mandino draws you into the story of John and Timothy to the point 
it is hard to put the book down.  You find yourself cheering for the Angels 
and learning a lesson in courage to boot,   St. John’s library is the place to 
find this book.  You won’t be disappointed in reading this tale. 
  

Annette Kiehne 

 
 

Sunday Adult Bible Class at 10:25 a.m. led by Pastor James “Stuff They Didn’t 

Teach Me In Sunday School” is very interesting. Plan on coming. 

 

Monday morning Bible class at 9:30 a.m., led by Pastor James is studying the 

lessons that will be read in the services the following weekend. Come and join us! 

Bring a friend.  

 

Join us for an Albert Lea Home Bible Studies at the Baileys beginning  January 
8th, 2018. The subject then will be The Story of Angels ,,, Their Beginning and 
Being, Satan and Fallen Angels, Angel Titles: Names and Activities, The Angel of 
the Lord, Guarding and Avenging Angels, Watching and Communicating Angels, 
Angels  and Jesus, Evil Angels Today, Angels and Believers Today, On Judgment 
Day and Forever."  Everyone is welcome to come - January 8th.  
 

Women’s Bible study, Tuesday at 1:00 p.m  Revelation 

 

Men’s Bible Study on Thursdays at 5:00 p.m.  How We Got the Bible - a video 

based study examining the inspiration, collection, preservation and production of 

the 66 books that make up what we know and trust as the Bible. With special em-

phasis on God's divine activity through the Spirit-inspired authors of the Old and 

New Testaments, this study will show how the Bible is His book - totally His 

book.  



January Ushers 
Head Usher:  Randy Graff 
Saturday evening:  Clayton Petersen, Gene Pfeifer, Rocky Schammel 
Sunday morning: Wayne Strouf, Francine Strouf, Dave Nelson 
 

January Communion Assistants 
07  Dick Heuton, Dave Ruhnke, Tim Carlson 
15  
 

January Lectors 
07 Gloria Dirksen 
14  Dick Heuton 
21  Sandy Groleau 
28  Donna Bailey 
 

 
 
 

 

January Acolytes 
 Kylea Rupe and Randi Lynn Strouf 

Volunteer Schedule 

St . John’s New s 

Thank you  

to all of our 

volunteers 

who make  

our worship  

special. 
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Adoption of Policies for St. John’s - At the December meeting of the Church Council, Council members voted 

to adopt written policies of beliefs and practices for St. John's. The reasons are two-fold. First, our culture is 

changing and people and organizations have been forced into litigation over their beliefs. Even though it is con-

sidered that our risk is relatively low, our Minnesota South District LCMS recommends that all churches estab-

lish policies to help protect them. The second reason for policies is to establish standard acceptable practices for 

situations such as weddings, funerals and facility use. The Policies are available to anyone either as a paper 

copy, or a PDF can be emailed by contacting the church office. The Policies include: 

 

Statement of Belief 

 

Statement of Sanctity of Human Life 

 

Statement of Belief on Marriage, Gender and Sexuality 

 

Marriage Policy 

 

Wedding Guidelines 

 

Funeral Guidelines 
 

Church Facility Use Policy 
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Thought of the Month 

     It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to im- 

     prove the year to come. It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement  

     what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our  

     stewardship for the coming year.  Often we find this difficult and daunting and 

      even joyless. But it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple and full  

     of joy. So here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by 

answering these three questions: Who are you? To whom do I give? And how much?  

 

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are you a 

citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, family. We 

don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties and our questions arise in giving to 

the church.  

 

So, what is our duty as members of the church with regard to giving? The Table of Duties, again, gives us a guide. If you 

are a hearer, a member of the church who receives instruction, St. Paul taught: “Anyone who receives instruction in 

the word must share all good things with his instructor” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary.  

 

Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your 

congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the church, He has the local 

congregation in mind. For “the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from 

the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 

 

How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2), pro-

portionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) 

with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).  

 

In other words, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it is 

deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own strengths, 

weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.  

 

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the Israel-

ites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: do we really 

want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger or 

smaller than the job given to Israel?  

 

And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out of 

compulsion. For through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His 

children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and 

filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive” (Acts 20:35).  

 

It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work that He 

accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the gospel as well as those who are in need. Taking 

part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Financial Recap 

January 1, 2017 through November 30, 2017 

Undesignated Assets 

  Cash 

  Prepaids/Other Assets 

  Buildings & Land 

  Liabilities 

Net Operating Income 

 

Designated Assets 

  Building Fund 

  Building Fund-Roof Repair 

  Building Fund-Parking Lot 

  Needy Family Fund 

  Women’s Ministry Fund 

  Rachel’s Hope Fund 

  Musical Equipment Fund 

  Library Books Fund 

  Choir Robes Fund 

  Sunday School Fund 

  Memorial Fund 

  Praise Band Fund 

  Youth Fund 

  Multimedia Fund 

  Scrip Fund 

  Sumner School Fund 

  Endowment Fund 

Decrease in Designated Assets 

Balance 1/1/17 

$180,843.59 

15,598.00 

3,015,781.00 

-5,832.33 

 

 

 

$45,694.43 

79,007.56 

10,000.00 

3,772.08 

2,066.56 

0.00 

283.68 

412.76 

3,111.00 

20.00 

14,713.80 

3,194.40 

10,317.64 

700.00 

8,293.00 

15,650.53 

43,581.44 

 

Activity 

$45,462.43 

-8,359.40 

0.00 

-4,513.81 

$32,589.22 

 

 

$54,806.11 

-79,007.56 

-10,000.00 

-705.00 

-69.69 

0.00 

0.00 

100.62 

0.00 

0.00 

570.00 

0.00 

908.17 

0.00 

1,365.51 

-3,413.43 

301.68 

$-35,143.59 

Balance 11/30/17 

$226,306.02 

7,238.60 

3,015,781.00 

-10,346.14 

 

 

 

$100,500.54 

0.00 

0.00 

3,067.08 

1,996.87 

0.00 

283.68 

513.38 

3,111.00 

20.00 

15,283.80 

3,194.40 

11,225.81 

700.00 

9,658.51 

12,237.10 

43,883.12 

 

Notes 
Undesignated Assets 
represent the funds 

available for general 
operating purposes. 

 
 
 

Designated Assets rep-
resent all of the various 
funds that can be con-

tributed to for the desig-
nated purpose. 

 

Welcome to a new year.  I hope your Christmas was a blessed one.   LWML is off to a  

great start  this new year.  Everyone should have their secret sister.  It is fun to try and 

 figure out who is encouraging us with the cards all year long. 

 

On January 21, we will have the congregational birthday party, Christian service 

 committee #1 is in charge.  I am told there will be some small changes.  Looking forward 

 to that. Sign up sheets will be up at both entry ways, so come join us for some fellowship 

and fun. 

 

Quilters will be meeting on Monday's from 9-3, some of us take a break during harvest 

and Christmas.  If you can come for just an hour or stay longer, we welcome all.  We 

have a good time plus we donate the quilts we make to visitors to our church if they need a quilt, the Ronald 

McDonald house or the Gift of Life Transplant house in Rochester.  If you can't stay to help just stop in to see 

what we do. 

 

Yours in Christ,   Francine Strouf 

 

 
 

http://www.lwml.org/images/logos/lwmllogo.TIF
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     ST. JOHN'S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE:  December 12, 2017 
The December 12, 2017, meeting was called to order by President Vance Oelkers at 7:00 p.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pastor James Groleau, Vance Oelkers, David Ruhnke, Donna Bailey, Clayton Peterson, 

Sharry Watkins, Curt Anderson, Lori Siegfreid, Dale Siegfreid, Darrel Bahn, Harold Rohne, Pam Reistad 

OPENING DEVOTION:  Pastor Groleau 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  M/S/P to accept the secretary's report for November 14, 2017, as written. 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Net Operating Income: $32,589.22.  Net Decrease in Designated Assets: 

($35,143.59).  M/S/P to accept the Treasurer's report, as written. 

ELDERS’ REPORT:  Pastor reported on his activities noting a meeting to be held at Holy Cross Thursday Dec 14, 

to discuss the future of the Holy Cross facility.  He urged the Elders to follow up with inactive members. Several 

member situations were discussed as well as contacts made. M/S/P to grant a request to release Matt Engelhardt 

from membership as he has moved to live with his brother in Chicago. We met with representatives of Boy Scouts 

and Troop 109 in their board meeting where paper work was finalized for St. John’s to charter the troop. Tim Carl-

son will be the liaison for St. John’s and Pastor is exploring troop chaplaincy, which would open up opportunities 

for interaction between members of the troop and St. John’s which could be beneficial for both.  Boy Scout Sunday 

is February 4th, which will be observed in our worship service that Sunday. The troop asked for permission to park 

their trailer beside our shed, and offered the opportunity to have our name and possibly a logo painted on the sides 

of the trailer. M/S/P to let the Boy Scouts park their trailer next to the church storage shed. 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT:  The normal monthly bills have been paid.  Discussed the purchase of new chairs and are 

getting some new samples.  A new runner mat was ordered for the door on the east side of the church.  They will be 

getting the carpet cleaned in Schleicher Hall and the nursery rooms in January.  The organ will be tuned on Decem-

ber 19.  The Trustees approved Bob Schulz using Schleicher Hall for a family gathering on December 22.  They 

would like to purchase a new Christmas tree for the sanctuary for next year and will start looking for one now.  

They discussed four storage shed options and will have costs ready for the spring voters meeting.  Options are: 1. 

Put an addition on the west side of the church and will be unheated. 2. Build a single garage next to the current 

shed. 3. Take out the current shed and build a double garage. 4. Find space in the current building to use.  Albe 

Gillsrud will serve as the fifth trustee.  They will look into purchasing a smart TV to put in the nursery to live 

stream the church service.  They will be checking into turning off the wi-fi during the church service. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION:   Kerri continues to gather information about Sunday school children who are not 

church members.  An open meeting with Youth for Christ representatives was discussed which Pastor and Lisa had 

attended.  Sunday school material for the next quarter has been given to the teachers.  The Sunday School Christ-

mas program “Emoji Christmas” will be during the service on Sunday December 17.  Volunteer help is needed for 

the practice times on Saturdays, December 2, 9 & 16 at 9:00 a.m.  Jesus’ birthday party will be right after the pro-

gram, before Sunday school.  We’ll give gift bags with candy, fruit, etc to children in the Christmas program.  

Shirts were ordered for the children to wear during the Christmas program.  Bible distribution to students will 

probably be Sunday, January 7, 2018.  3-4 year olds will receive “Read With Me Bible” and 3rd grade will receive 

“Faith Alive Student Bible”.  Donna will call the parents ahead of time.  Next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 

16 at 4:30 at Lisa’s house. 

STEWARDSHIP BOARD:   Scrip card sales have been going well.  We have a schedule set up for December for 

selling script cards.  Sue Downey will be assisting this winter with the Sunday sales.  The envelopes for 2018 are 

ready for pickup on the east side of the sanctuary.  If you cannot find your envelopes, contact the office.  Envelopes 

for 2019 will be ordered from Concordia Publishing House before March 31, 2018 to get the lowest rate.  Anyone 

that is interested in automatic withdrawal from their bank account can do so.  St John’s also works with Vanco Pay-

ment Solutions for automatic withdrawal but starting January 1, 2018 Vanco will be increasing their charge from 

0.50% to 0.60%. 

YOUTH & FAMILY BOARD:  The Youth and Family Board will host a youth event on Sunday, January 28th at 

5:00 p.m. to make Valentine cards for the shut-ins and serve pizza.  We will determine the best date/time for future 

youth activities at that time.  The youth are encouraged to bring friends to any and all events.  Joann sent an e-mail 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY:  The November Food Drive food has been picked up.  Shoe Away Hunger shoes will be 

taken to Minneapolis this week. 

EVANGELISM:  Follow up on the Hallelujah Harvest Festival – Pastor James has sent out letters to some of the 

families who attended to give them information on St John’s and inviting them to attend services.  The board ap-

proved advertising for upcoming Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Years Eve services.  Ads will be in the 

Austin Herald and Mower County Shopper. 

PASTOR'S REPORT:  Shut-in calls: 21.  Classes Taught: Sunday mornings – Stuff They Didn’t Teach in Sun-

day School; Monday mornings – Lectionary Readings; Wednesdays – CASE & Confirmation; Thursday evenings 

– Grey Matters.  Worship Services: Saturday & Sunday, Thanksgiving and Advent; Funerals: 1 for Eleanor Au-

gustin; Weddings: 1 for Wisley & Dorothee   Other: Continuing with CASE (Christian After School Education) 

at 4:30 p.m. which continues to grow consistently to over 15 youth. Confirmation is at 5:30 and has grown to 3 

students.  Youth for Christ has started at Ellis Middle School and is designed to feed into CASE.  12/11/17 Boy 

scout Chaplaincy Training; 12/12/17 Winkle / Circuit Conference; 12/26/17 Showed the “Luther” movie with a 

good response and planning on showing “The First Rosa” on 2/11/17;  2/11/17 St John’s will host the Circuit Fo-

rum to elect a Circuit Visitor and elect delegates for the District Convention;  Finished writing a 12-days of 

Christmas Family Devotional; Beginning Lent/Easter planning, planning for a Shrove Tuesday, may plan for a 

Maundy Thursday Seder and Planning a Saturday Vigil; Distributed 2017-2018 Church Year calendar. Beginning 

to explore preschool/daycare, using a model developed in previous parish.  There is a great need for this in Austin 

and it can be a good tool for outreach, but there are many hurdles to get started.  Met with Asian African Emi-

grant Services to discuss how we can help them assimilate emigrants into our culture and the Austin community.  

Many of the leaders of those various cultures are seeking specifically Christian place to help with that here in 

Austin. 

OLD BUSINESS:  M/S/P to adopt the church policies of Church Facility Use Guidelines, Funeral Policy, Mar-

riage Policy, Statement of Belief, Statement of Belief on Marriage, Gender and Sexuality, Statement on the Sanc-

tity of Human Life,  and Wedding Guidelines as official policies of St John’s as presented by the Elders. 

NEW BUSINESS:  M/S/P to take funds from the scrip fund to pay the additional cost up to $2,000 to send Pastor 

plus 6 members to Phoenix in February for the Best Practices for Ministry training. 

ADJOURNMENT:  M/S/P to adjourn @ 8:25 p.m. 

CLOSING PRAYER:  The Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted:  Pamela Reistad, Council Secretary 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Christmas tea committee we would like to thank everyone who helped in any way to make this year’s Christ-

mas tea a success.  We want to thank all those that loaned us decoration and helped in any with the setup of 

Schleicher Hall.  We especially want to thank you our guests for joining us for the evening.   

Thanks again,  

The Christmas Tea Committee 

with this information to Sandy for the newsletter and upcoming bulletins to promote this January event.  During 

the month of December we encourage the youth to participate in the congregational Christmas caroling on Friday, 

December 15th at 3:30 p.m. followed by food and fellowship at the parsonage. The Youth and Family Board will 

not be meeting during the month of January due to the New Year Holiday.  We will meet as a board on the first 

Monday of February. 
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Will You Do Something About This? 

 

 

Imagine if someone tore off your arm or leg and then proceeded to tear off another part of your body 
while you were fully able to feel it.  The mere thought of the excruciating pain you would experience 
is enough to make you shudder and even make your stomach turn.  This would be considered hor-
rifically brutal and cruel. . .downright evil, you might say.  Sadly, this happens legally everyday right 

here in Minnesota.  This past year, 704 unborn babies were killed in Minnesota using the dismemberment 

abortion procedure. 

 In a dismemberment abortion, the abortionist dilates the mother’s cervix and then inserts 
clamps, tongs or scissors to forcefully tear pieces from the tiny baby’s body.  The abortionist will 
grab an arm or a leg or whatever body part he can find and then yank and rip that body part off of 
the unborn child and continue to do so until the abortion is complete.  Then the assistant picks 
through the pieces of the baby, arranging them on a tray to ensure that the entire body of the baby 
has been torn from the mother’s womb.  This type of abortion is performed on babies later in preg-
nancy, at a time when the unborn baby has a heartbeat, brain waves and every organ system in 
place.  These babies undoubtedly feel horrific pain as their lives are violently ended.  

  

Can you imagine how God, the author of life itself, feels about this?  Remember the Canaanites?  
We think they were barbaric because they regularly performed child sacrifice. God found them de-
testable and He wanted the Israelites to wipe them off the face of the earth when they entered the 
Promised Land.  We do the same thing in this country and our tax dollars are paying for almost 40% 
of them in the state of Minnesota!  How can we ask God to bless our nation when we do the very 
thing that is a stench in His nostrils? I realize this is incredibly graphic, but the blood of these unborn 

children cry out for us to do something NOW.   

  

Educating others about this is the first step in ending this horrible atrocity.  Bringing this to the atten-
tion of our state Congressional representatives is an important part of this process as well.  Contrib-
uting to the Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life Education Fund is another way of making a differ-
ence in the effort to inform and education Minnesota citizens.   When we choose to do nothing and 
figure that someone can take care of this, the blood of the unborn is on our hands as well.  Will you 

choose to do something? 
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 January marks the 44
rd

 anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court decision that legally 

opened the floodgates for infanticide in the form of abortion in our nation.  In 2014, the state of Minnesota 

saw the 7-year declining trend in the number of abortions reverse with a 2% statewide increase and a 24% 

increase in Mower County.  This trend may very likely continue as a result of the Affordable Healthcare Act 

that includes an insurance provision for elective abortions.   

 

Each year, a broad cross section of U.S. women obtain abortions. As of 2014, some 60% of women having 

abortions were in their 20s; 59% had one or more children; 86% were unmarried; 75% were economically 

disadvantaged; and 62% reported a religious affiliation. No racial or ethnic group made up a majority: Some 

39% of women obtaining abortions were white, 28% were black, 25% were Hispanic and 9% were of other 

racial or ethnic backgrounds. 

 

Since 2010, the U.S. abortion landscape had grown increasingly restrictive as more states become hostile to 

abortion rights. Between 2010 and 2016, states enacted 338 new abortion restrictions, which account for 

nearly 30% of the 1,142 abortion restrictions enacted by states since the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe 

v. Wade. 

  

Restrictions on Abortion 

 

In Minnesota, the following restrictions on abortion were in effect as of April 1, 2017: 

 

 A woman must receive state-directed counseling that includes information designed to discourage her 

from having an abortion, and then wait 24 hours before the procedure is provided. 

 The parents of a minor must be notified before an abortion is provided. 
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